Petition 442

Natural Gas Pipeline Improvements

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company

Staff Report, December 20, 1999

On December 13, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met Tennessee Gas Pipeline (Tennessee) representatives John Zimmer and Matthew W. Long for a field review for this petition off Coram Lane in the Town of Orange, and off Kripes Road in the Town of East Granby.  Tennessee is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for proposed improvements to natural gas facilities in the Towns of Orange and East Granby.

The proposed improvements to the natural gas pipeline in the Town of Orange would consist of the installation of an eight-inch diameter connection that would allow additional volumes of natural gas to be delivered to Southern Connecticut Gas Company (SCGC) for the new electric generating facility in Milford.  The proposed eight-inch “hot tap” connection would be installed below ground with a manhole access at grade.  All work, at this time, would be confined to the limits of Tennessee’s existing 30-foot wide right-of-way (ROW).  SCGC would install additional infrastructure from the proposed connection to an existing metering station located east of Coram Lane.  The adjacent land uses consist of a metering station, residential development, and a golf course.  The area of the proposed equipment installation has been significantly disturbed by previous construction activities. 

The proposed improvements to Tennessee’s pipeline in the Town of East Granby would include the installation of regulation equipment that would allow for increased capacity of Tennessee’s 300-Line upstream (north) of the proposed project.  The proposed regulation equipment would consist of eight-inch primary and secondary pressure regulator valves, an eight-inch bypass line with an eight-inch block valve, two 12-inch block valves, and associated piping installed below ground; an eight-foot high security fence would enclose the proposed equipment.  All work would take place within Tennessee’s existing 30-foot wide ROW or on property of Yankee Gas Company.  The proposed site is the location of an existing Yankee Gas meter station.  The adjacent land uses are commercial; however, an agricultural field is located immediately north of the site.

The proposed improvements would begin in mid-April and would be completed within three to six weeks.  The proposed improvements would not impact rare and endangered species or species of special concern, and would have no effect on historic, architectural, or archaeological resources of the State.  Tennessee contends that the proposed improvements in the Towns of Orange and East Granby would not increase noise, when in operation, at the abutting property lines; would have minimal visual impacts on adjacent land uses; would not impact wetlands or watercourses; and would require minimal clearing of vegetation.  Tennessee further contends that the proposed improvements do not constitute a “modification” as defined by C.G.S. §16-50i (d), and would not result in a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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