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Petition 437

Remote Meter Reading Project - Cell Master Units

The United Illuminating Company

Staff Report

November 9, 1999

On October 27, 1999, November 3, 1999, and November 5, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met one or more United Illuminating Company (UI) representatives including Kathleen Shanley, Peter C. Constabile, Brian M. Horgan, and Bruce McDermott; and CELLNET Data Services representatives Charles K. Ford and James D’Aprile for field reviews of this petition.  UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the placement of antennas and associated equipment at eleven locations within UI’s service area as part of a remote meter reading network.

UI proposes to install eleven Cell Master Units (CMU), each consisting of an approximately ten-foot high by three-inch diameter antenna and base station equipment, at various locations within its service area.  Each proposed CMU would serve as a regional data collector for receiving transmitted metering information from micro cell controllers (MCCs), and then forward the metering data via land line to UI’s corporate headquarters.  Each proposed CMU would transmit a signal to the MCCs it serves while operating at a maximum of five watts on one channel at a height approximately 79 feet above ground level for a predicted maximum electromagnetic power density of 0.046 percent of the applicable ANSI standard for the general population. 

For seven of the eleven sites, UI proposes to replace existing 34 to 40-foot high distribution or lighting poles with new approximately 79-foot high wood poles; two of the proposed sites would be 79-foot high wood poles at new locations; and for two of the sites the proposed antennas would be mounted to the top of existing steel transmission line support structures.  UI would submit an additional six sites for Council approval in the second quarter of the year 2000, for a total of 17 sites.  UI has consulted with all of the towns within its service area.

The proposed base station equipment cabinet would be approximately 49 inches high by 44 inches wide by 20 inches deep.  The equipment cabinets would be mounted directly to the wood pole structures, approximately two feet above the ground, while the base station equipment cabinets for the transmission line support structure mounts would be on an approximately two-foot high stand and enclosed within a fence. 

Location
Existing Structure
Proposed Structure
Land Use

Coe Road, Ansonia
40-foot Distribution Pole
79-foot Distribution Pole
High Density Residential

58 Congress St, Bridgeport
Transmission Structure
Same
Commercial/Industrial

160 Hawthorne Dr, Fairfield
None
79-foot Pole
Substation

690 Mix Ave, Hamden
40-foot Lighting Pole
79-foot Lighting Pole
Substation

Park Lane, Woodbridge
None
79-foot Pole
Rural/Residential

770 Bridgeport Ave, Milford
40-foot Lighting Pole
79-foot Lighting Pole
Substation

324 Woodmont Rd, Milford
40-foot Lighting Pole
79-foot Lighting Pole
Substation

255 Blvd Overpass, New Haven
40-foot Lighting Pole
79-foot Lighting Pole
Substation

1100 Quinnipiac Ave, New Haven
40-foot Lighting/Service Pole
79-foot Lighting Pole
Substation

Huntington Tnpk, Trumbull
40-foot Service Pole
79-foot Service Pole
Transmission Junction

Baird Station, Stratford
Transmission Structure
Same
Substation

UI contends that the proposed project uses existing substations and rights-of-way to the extent possible, minimizing the visual impact; and no wetlands would be impacted nor would any vegetation be removed or cleared; therefore, the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  
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