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On October 8, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) Chairman Mortimer A. Gelston and Council staff Steve Levine conducted a field review of Crown Atlantic Company’s (Crown) Turkey Hill communications tower in Haddam.  Crown proposes to modify the tower to permit use by Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (Omnipoint), and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  Crown submits that the proposed modification will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, but instead will reduce the unnecessary proliferation of telecommunications towers by utilizing an existing structure, and qualifies for an order of tower sharing pursuant to C.G.S. § 16-50aa.

The Turkey Hill tower is a 180-foot-tall lattice tower.   In 1986, the Council approved a maximum height of 193 feet, including antennas, in Docket 58.  According to a verbal communication from Crown’s attorney in this matter, 13-foot antennas were originally mounted on this tower to a height of 193 feet, but were removed in the early 1990’s.  The tower presently supports antennas owned by Bell Atlantic Mobile, Springwich Cellular, and Sprint.  The Council recently approved additional shared use of the tower by Nextel Communications.  An engineering study submitted by Crown indicates the tower is capable of supporting all of these antennas and the proposed Omnipoint antennas as well.

Omnipoint would install three panel-type antennas in an accelerator unit mounted on a mast extending above the 180-foot top of the existing tower.  The Omnipoint antennas would extend to a height of 189 feet above grade, four feet under the maximum height approved by the Council in 1986.  Omnipoint’s antennas would be held in place by a 4-inch diameter, 3-foot-long extension pipe mounted to the top of the tower.  The antennas themselves are 19 inches in diameter and rise an additional six feet above the pipe to a total height of 189 feet.  Omnipoint also plans to install a 5 x 7-foot equipment cabinet within existing fencing at the base of the tower.

The proposed antennas and associated equipment will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 13.3% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments, including a contribution of 0.5% by Omnipoint.  Crown asserts that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.

Crown has given separate prior notice of this work as an exempt modification under R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-72(b)(2).  See EM-CROWN-061-990927.  This item was tabled at the October 8, 1999 Council meeting due to concerns that the pipe might be considered part of the tower, thereby increasing tower height and disqualifying this installation as an exempt modification.  Crown would withdraw the Petition from further consideration if the Council chooses to acknowledge the addition of Omnipoint’s antennas on the Turkey Hill tower as an exempt modification.  
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