Petition No. 432

Omnipoint Communications

Staff Report

October 21, 1999

On October 6, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members William H. Smith, Ph.D., and Edward S. Wilensky, and Council staff Steve Levine and Bob Erling met Omnipoint representatives Brendan Sharkey, Mark Finley, Joel Finley, and Brian Raggozine at the Westport Metro-North rail station for inspection of an electric transmission structure.  The structure, referred to as a “catenary structure,” is owned by the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CDOT) and utilized by Connecticut Light and Power Co. (CL&P).  Omnipoint, with the agreement of CDOT and CL&P, proposes to modify the catenary structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  Omnipoint submits that the proposed modification will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, but instead will reduce the need for new telecommunications towers by utilizing an existing structure.

Catenary Structure #577 stands just east of the Westport train station platform, which is situated in an urban setting.  It consists of two 233-foot steel lattice towers spaced 63 feet apart, one north of the tracks and one south of the tracks.  The towers are connected at three levels by horizontal steel lattice bridges.  Steel X-bracing frames are installed between the bridges.

As now proposed, the three antennas would be mounted flush against the north tower between the upper lattice bridges (approximately 145 – 168 feet above grade).  This verbal communication from Omnipoint represents a change from the original plan, as submitted to the Council, to place two antennas on one tower and one on the other tower.  The PCS equipment would be installed in a cabinet on the south side of the tracks.  Placement of the cabinet beneath the north tower was considered, but was rejected for logistical and safety considerations.  A 6-foot high chain link fence would surround the cabinet.  Access to the Omnipoint installation would be from existing train station parking lots.

The proposed antennas and associated equipment will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 3.41% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  Omnipoint contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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