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August 31, 1999

On August 13, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Mortimer A. Gelston and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met a City of Norwich Department of Public Utilities (NDPU) representative, Paul W. Woronik, for a site inspection of a proposed upgrade in equipment at the Dudley Street Substation located on Dudley Street in the City of Norwich, Connecticut.  NDPU is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed upgrade of equipment at the existing Dudley Street Substation does not constitute a “modification”, or alternatively, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

The NDPU proposes to install a new 40-MVA, 115 to 34.5-kV transformer; a 46-foot, lattice, transmission line support structure; a circuit switcher; and a second circuit breaker.  An existing lattice transmission line support structure would be replaced with a new transmission line support structure, lower in height by approximately 10 feet, to match the height and appearance of the proposed equipment.  The proposed equipment is required to serve anticipated additional load of 20-25 MVA, for a total of 30-35 MVA, for the Mohegan Sun Resort.  The NDPU would plant arborvitae along portions of the eastern and western property lines.

The proposed transformer would be located within the existing fenced compound immediately west of the existing substation equipment.  The existing Dudley Street Substation is located in a residential area; however, the property to the west of the substation is vacant.  The City of Norwich has issued a zoning permit for the proposed upgrade of equipment.   

The NDPU contends that there is no vegetation or wildlife on the site; no construction would take place external to the site; the proposed upgrade of equipment would enhance the appearance of the substation; and therefore, there would be no substantial adverse environmental effect.
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