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August 16, 1999

On July 9, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Pamela B. Katz and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met Omnipoint Communications Inc (Omnipoint) representatives J. Brendan Sharkey, Chetan Dhaduk, and Joe Rollins for a site inspection of a proposed modification to a Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) high-voltage electric transmission line support structure located approximately 90 feet east of Maple Ridge Road in Farmington, Connecticut.  Omnipoint is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed modification to a CL&P high-voltage electric transmission line support structure.

Omnipoint proposes to replace a 65-foot H-frame transmission line structure with a new laminated wood structure.  CL&P has requested the replacement of the H-frame structure in anticipation of its having to make similar replacements to handle increased weight loads in the future.  Omnipoint proposes to construct one of the poles of the new H-frame structure 15 feet taller than is existing for a total height of 80 feet above ground level (AGL).  Omnipoint proposes to install two approximately five-foot by four-inch PCS antennas in a cluster configuration onto the proposed laminated wood pole with a centerline at 77.5 feet AGL.  In addition, Omnipoint would install an equipment cabinet at the base of the proposed new structure enclosed by a 6-foot high chain link fence, 10-foot by 15-foot in area.  Access to the proposed equipment would be from Maple Ridge Road along an 8-foot wide footpath within the existing easement.

The proposed equipment and utility routing would be located within the existing CL&P transmission line easement.  The proposed site is zoned Industrial CR Zone.  Land uses surrounding the area include residential homes to the north and south, commercial retail to the east and northeast, and a limited access highway to the west.  The closest residences are located approximately 250 feet north and south of the proposed structure.  The surrounding properties currently have an obscured view of the transmission line support structure due to dense overgrowth and mature trees.  Omnipoint has agreed to maintain the existing mature vegetation within the easement.  The associated equipment compound would be obscured from the view of adjacent properties. 

Omnipoint contends that although one pole of the H-frame transmission line support structure would be 15 feet taller than the existing pole, the new structure would remain in scale with the existing structure and the surrounding landscape and would not materially affect the view from surrounding properties.  Omnipoint further contends there would be no damage to existing scenic, historical or recreational values; the proposed PCS equipment would not meet or exceed the ANSI Standard for worst case radio-frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed structure; and therefore, the proposed modification would not result in a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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