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Bell Atlantic Mobile
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July 15, 1999

On July 9, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Pamela B. Katz and Gerald J. Heffernan, and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met several Bell Atlantic Mobile (BAM) representatives including David Malko and Sandy Carter; Mark Last, Chief of Services for the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES); and Peter vanWilgen a representative of Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (SCLP) for a site inspection of the proposed 108-foot telecommunications tower and associated equipment building located at the CAES approximately 650 feet south of Kenwood Avenue in Hamden, Connecticut.  BAM is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the construction and operation of the proposed facility.

BAM proposes to construct a 108-foot tall by 16-foot diameter tower, disguised as an agricultural silo, and a 30-foot by 48-foot equipment building near the base of the proposed tower.  BAM and SCLP would each install 12 panel antennas at the 95 and 85 foot level of the proposed tower, respectively.  The antennas would be installed within the silo behind radio-frequency (RF) transparent material.  The proposed tower could accommodate additional telecommunications providers, but service would be limited by available space and height on the tower.  In addition, the proposed tower may be shared with the Town of Hamden for emergency services.  The proposed equipment building would be designed and painted consistent with two existing farm buildings.  An emergency generator would be installed within the proposed equipment building.  Access to the proposed facility would be from Kenwood Lane along an existing paved driveway.  The proposed 75-acre parcel, also known as Lockwood Farm, is owned by the Board of Control for the CAES.

The State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the proposed facility and determined that it would have no effect on cultural resources of the state, even though the proposed silo would be “fundamentally inconsistent with the usual scale of such agricultural structures, particularly in Connecticut”.  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the Natural Diversity Data Base maps and files and determined that a special concern species, the tabanid fly, stonemyia isabellia, may occur in a wet area at the CAES.  The DEP recommends that all construction keep away from a wet area located approximately 1,700 feet west of the proposed tower site. 

BAM contends that the proposed installation would not add noticeably to the physical characteristics or visual appearance of the site or the surroundings; would not meet or exceed the ANSI Standard for worst case radio-frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed tower; noise generated by the proposed facility would not increase by 6 decibels or more at the property boundary; and the proposed installation would not extend the boundaries of the site; and therefore, would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.  

BAM maintains that the Council has jurisdiction for the proposed “facility” because it is a telecommunications “tower” as defined by the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies §16-50j-2a(q).  Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §16-50k states in part that no person shall commence the construction or supplying of a facility or a modification of a facility, that may, as determined by the Council, have a substantial adverse environmental effect, in the state without having first obtained a Certificate issued with respect to such facility by the Council. 
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