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On July 7, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold met with J. Brendan Sharkey, Mark Finley, Brian Ragazzine, and Cheatan Dhaduk of Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (Omnipoint) for a field review in the Town of Darien, Connecticut.  Omnipoint is petitioning the Council for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for modifications to an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line facility in Darien.  Omnipoint submits no Certificate would be required because the addition of three antennas and associated equipment would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

Omnipoint proposes to attach three PCS antennas to existing CL&P transmission line structure number 1068, located south of Mechanic Street in Darien, Connecticut.  Access would be from Mechanic Street.  A temporary staging area would be established adjacent to the transmission line structure in the right-of-way.  The top of the antenna assembly would extend approximately 10 feet above the top of the existing 95-foot transmission line structure.  The proposed antennas are 56 inches in length, 8 inches in width, and 2.75 inches in diameter, and weigh 18 lbs.  The antennas would be placed on top of the existing tower structure and no compression post would be required.  The communications equipment would be installed upon or eight-foot by 3.75–foot concrete slab, to be placed at the northeast corner of the tower base.  Additional screening is recommended around the equipment cabinet at the base of the tower.

The total calculated radio frequency power density at the base of the tower would be 0.0149 mw/cm2, which is 1.49 percent of the maximum permissible exposure for uncontrolled environments based on Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Bulletin 65, August 1997.
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