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On July 7, 1999 Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold met Kathleen Shanley, Brian Horgan, and Pete Constabile of the United Illuminating Company for a field review on a petition in the Town of Stratford, Connecticut.  UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the temporary placement of meter-reading equipment in the Town of Stratford, and that the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.


UI proposes to field test a new remote meter-reading technology which would allow UI to monitor daily or monthly customer use of electricity.  UI has selected a designated test area of this system in East Bridgeport and most of Stratford.  Temporary installations would include a data collecting base station with a 10-foot cell master antenna at the Baird Substation in Stratford; the installation of approximately 300 neighborhood data collection and transmitting devices, known as micro cell controllers, on existing utility wood distribution line poles; and the installation of specialized modules at each customer meter participating in the field test.  The specialized modules would transmit customer-specific meter information to the neighborhood micro cell controller via an unlicensed 900 MHz radio frequency.


Each micro cell controller would then transmit collected data daily to the cell master via a licensed multiple address system on the 952 and 928 MHz bands.  The cell master antenna would then send this data via landline to UI’s headquarters in New Haven.


UI proposes to begin installing the temporary meter reading network in July 1999 with a second phase beginning in October 1999.  Testing would continue until January 2000. The temporary network would be taken out of service and the cell master and master cell controllers dismantled and removed by February 2000 unless UI petitions the Council to allow the permanent placement of the system.


The placement of the Cell Master antenna at Baird Substation would increase the height of the existing transmission line support structure by approximately 10 feet.  The placement of the master cell controllers on utility poles would be approximately 25 to 30 feet above street level.  UI states the proposed project would not impact any designated wetlands or require the removal or clearing of vegetation.  
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