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Petition No. 416

Algonquin Gas Transmission Company

Lake Road Pipeline Lateral

Putnam and Killingly, Connecticut

June 23, 1999

On May 12, 1999, Algonquin Gas Transmission Company (Algonquin) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for an extension to the existing Algonquin pipeline. Algonquin proposes to construct a 16-inch diameter pipeline lateral, approximately 1.8 miles in length, to connect the main Algonquin pipeline in the Town of Putnam to the Lake Road Generating Company (Lake Road Generating) electric generating facility, approved in Council Docket 189, in the Town of Killingly, Connecticut.  

Algonquin submits that the proposed lateral would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate under Connecticut General Statutes § 16-50k.

On May 28, 1999, Council members Brian Emerick and Daniel Lynch, Jr., with Council staff Fred Cunliffe met Terry Doyle, Ed Harney, and Joe Hanson of Algonquin for a field review of this project.

Algonquin would construct the proposed lateral in a westerly direction 450 feet from an existing Algonquin valve station within its own right-of way to where it crosses an existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) Company right-of-way (ROW).  The new lateral would turn south and parallel the CL&P ROW within a new 45-foot easement approximately 0.77 miles where it would cross under the Quinebaug River and continue another 0.5 miles to the town boundary of Killingly.  At mile post 1.05, Algonquin’s lateral would parallel the Interstate 395 corridor eventually crossing under a 350-foot wide CL&P ROW and continuing 1,000 feet to the Lake Road Generating facility site. All five landowners have granted easements for the proposed construction: Wheelerbrator Putnam, Inc., Franklin and Lillian Newth, the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation, CL&P, and Town of Killingly.  Land in the Town of Putnam is zoned agricultural and industrial and the land in the Town of Killingly is zoned industrial.

To initiate construction, the route of the line would be cleared of vegetation.  The trench would be excavated, pipe laid adjacent to the trench, welded, and placed in the trench in long sections before backfilling.  Algonquin expects intensive construction activity would occur simultaneously north and south of the Quinebaug River for a period of up to four weeks.  Soil erosion control methods include placement of silt fence and hay bales, which would be installed after vegetative clearing and prior to grading.  Roots encountered would be chipped or removed.  Rocks would be removed by mechanical means.  Blasting may occur along a 1,400-foot section between stations 9+20 and 23+50.  Blasting activities would strictly adhere to all local, state, and federal regulations.  Spoil piles from trenching would be protected from erosion by use of silt fences. Algonquin would follow the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan, and Algonquin Erosion and Sediment Control Plan for erosion and sediment control, reseeding, mulching, and contouring practices.  Algonquin proposes to hire an Environmental Inspector to be on-site daily during this proposed project.  Also, Algonquin would monitor all restoration work for two growing seasons.

The line would be hydrostatically tested using 100,000 gallons of water to be used from the Quinebaug River.  Test water would be discharged on site within temporary sediment basins.  Algonquin would acquire necessary permits from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for water diversions from, and discharges to, the Quinebaug River.

Access would be via existing roads during construction. No new permanent access roads would be constructed. While no public roadways would be crossed, Algonquin would cross a new private road twice, the Ash Plant Haul Road located on the Newth property.

Algonquin would enlarge its existing 30-foot by 60-foot valve station to 40 feet by 80 feet within its ROW.  Algonquin also proposes to construct a 55-foot by 12-foot meter building, and a 12-foot by 9-foot data building on the northeast corner of the Lake Road Generating property.

The Quinebaug River is the only waterbody that would be crossed by the proposed pipeline lateral.  Algonquin proposes to cross under the river via a horizontal directional drill, approximately 700 feet in length. This technique would minimize impacts to the river.  Bentonite clay used for drilling would be collected in a mud truck with the water directed to temporary sediment traps. River water would be used for this drilling.

The proposed pipeline lateral would impact 0.7 acres (408 linear feet) of a palustrine forested/scrub-shrub wetland complex located north of the Quinebaug River within the 100-year flood zone in the Town of Putnam. Algonquin proposes to have additional temporary workspace and staging areas for equipment adjacent to wetlands and would use wooden swampmats to support construction equipment during wet conditions. Algonquin has received approvals from the Town of Putnam Inland Wetland Commission and the Department of Army New England District Corps of Engineers.  The Corps of Engineers will require Algonquin to avoid archeological site 69-2, 69-64 (a.k.a. Lake Road Lateral), and the People’s Tramway stone arch bridge and submit an historic bridge inventory to the Connecticut Historical Commission.  No inland wetlands were identified within the Town of Killingly. 

Construction of the line would require temporary workspace between 25 and 75 feet in width along the pipeline route. Algonquin would retain a permanent easement of 45 feet in width and maintain a ten foot swath of non-woody vegetation.  Approximately 180 feet by 400 feet would be needed in the area of the directional drill. Algonquin would use a 4 acre site owned by the Town of Killingly in the Killingly Industrial park as a construction storage and work yard. 

No residential areas are located along the proposed route with the nearest residence over 1,000 feet from the proposed pipeline lateral ROW.  

No federally or State-listed endangered, threatened, or species of concern were located along the proposed route. Phase I and Phase II cultural resource surveys conducted along the proposed pipeline lateral revealed a new archeological site 69-64 (a.k.a. Lake Road Lateral), located south of the Quinebaug River and east of the pipeline ROW.  Other features in the vicinity of the proposed project include a previously recorded site (69-2), an early twentieth century trolley bed with associated culvert (People’s tramway stone arch Bridge) and a documented eighteenth century farmstead. The Connecticut Historical Commission has reviewed these cultural resource surveys and recommends avoidance of archeological sites 69-2, 69-64, and the People’s tramway stone arch bridge, and submit an historic bridge inventory to the Connecticut Historical Commission.

Alternative routes were reviewed and rejected due to population density, longer bores under I-395, numerous easements to be obtained, potential damage from unauthorized excavations within street ROWs, disruption of local street and rail traffic, increase to inland wetlands impacts, steep slopes, and no workspace along a prospective ROW.

Algonquin has proposed to construct the lateral during the months of May, June and July 2000.  Construction would probably take place seven days a week.  

Council staff recommends approval with the following conditions that Algonquin shall:

· Avoid archeological sites 69-2, 69-64, and the People’s tramway stone arch bridge, and submit an historic bridge inventory to the Connecticut Historical Commission;

· Hire an Environmental Inspector and submit this person’s resume to the Council for review and approval prior to construction;

· Submit weekly progress reports to the Council starting with site clearing ending with completion of restoration as determined by the Council;

· Provide a pre-blasting survey for Council review; and

· Submit all DEP permits for water diversion and discharge.

