Petition No. 414

Comcast Cable Communications

Staff Report

April 27, 1999

On April 14, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met Comcast Cable Communications of New Haven, Inc. (Comcast) representatives John Bean and Thomas S. Coughlin for a site inspection for the installation of a satellite dish antenna at 630 Chapel Street, in New Haven, Connecticut.  Comcast is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the Council has no jurisdiction for the installation of a receive-only satellite dish antenna and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required.

Comcast proposes to install an approximately 3-meter (10-foot) receive-only satellite dish antenna on the roof of an existing Comcast office building located at 630 Chapel Street in New Haven.  The proposed antenna would be mounted to a south-facing wall approximately 20 feet above ground level and above the lower part of a terraced roof.  The proposed dish antenna would be used exclusively by Yale University for on-campus distribution of specialized cable television services.  The proposed dish antenna would be connected to Yale’s signal distribution equipment, located on Yale University property approximately 1.5 miles northwest of Comcast’s office building, via fiber optic lines.  The existing building would not require any structural modifications to support the proposed antenna installation.

Comcast contends that the satellite dish antenna would not be associated with a CATV tower or one of Comcast’s head-end structures.  Comcast further contends that the proposed dish antenna could constitute “associated equipment” consistent with C.G.S. 16-50I(a)(5); however, the proposed antenna installation would not be subject to Council’s jurisdiction based on the Council’s previous rulings in Petitions 321 and 334. 
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