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On January 28, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Mortimer A. Gelston and Brian Emerick, and Council Staff Paul Aresta met Cox Communications representatives Bill Houghtaling and Jennifer Janelle for a site inspection of an existing Cox Communications head-end facility, located at 170 Utopia Road in Manchester.  Cox Communications is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the placement of two earth station satellite dish antennas (dish antennas) does not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.





Cox Communications maintains a head-end facility located at 170 Utopia Road, Manchester, for the purpose of providing video programming and other related services to its subscribers.  In 1997, Cox Communications obtained local zoning permits and approvals and subsequently installed the dish antennas on the southwest portion of the property.  Cox Communications did not seek Connecticut Siting Council (Council) approval prior to installing the dish antennas.





A Simualstat dish antenna, approximately seven meters in diameter, has been installed for video, digital, and telephony services.  A rotary dish antenna, approximately six meters in diameter, has been installed to provide uninterrupted service to subscribers while the Simualstat dish antenna is inoperable.  The dish antennas are enclosed within an approximately eight-foot high chain link fence with slats.  No vegetation has been installed near the dishes sufficient to minimize visibility to the site’s industrial neighbors. The Cox Communications facility is located within a mixed use zone.  Industrial/commercial properties are located east, west, and south of the site; residential properties are located immediately north of the site.





Cox Communications contends it has notified State and local public officials, and abutting property owners of the filing of the Petition for Declaratory Ruling (Petition).  In addition, Cox Communications has arranged for notice of the filing of the Petition to be published in the Manchester Journal-Inquirer and the Hartford Courant.





The installed dish antennas emit no noise; the dish antennas are receive only and do not emit any radio frequency electromagnetic radiation; and the dish antennas and fenced compound are within the site boundaries.  Cox Communications contends that by selecting a location designed to minimize environmental impacts, utilizing state-of-the-art technology, and minimizing visual impacts through screening and complying with all applicable land use requirements, the dish antennas do not and will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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