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On December 15, 1998, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold, Council member Brian Emerick, and Robert Erling of the Council staff met Kris Aberg and J. Stanley Watson of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a field review of this proposed project in Norwalk, Connecticut.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that a proposed addition to CL&P’s Norwalk substation would have no substantial adverse environmental effect, and therefore no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required.





The proposed project would involve the addition of three 115-kV 1000 amperes current limiters to the existing Norwalk Substation.  The current limiters would control current flow in the 1637 transmission line following the addition of new generation from the Bridgeport Energy Project (Petition No. 377).  CL&P would expand the substation yard by approximately 15,000 square feet.  CL&P would also install two 55-foot steel structures, one circuit switcher, and the installation of relaying and control equipment in the existing control enclosure.  All new structures would be of the same height or less than the tallest substation structures.





The proposed addition would be approximately 300 feet east of the Norwalk River within the 100-year flood area.  Yard expansion would require approximately 10 cubic yards of fill in the lowest portion of the substation and 1800 cubic yards of cut along slopes near Route 7.  CL&P would remove 130 cubic yards of topsoil and apply 180 cubic yards of traprock. CL&P has obtained a General Permit for Water Resources Construction Activities from the Department of Environmental Protection.  No construction would occur within 120 feet of wetland areas.  To prevent erosion and sedimentation, CL&P would use straw bales dikes or fabric filter fencing around disturbed areas and areas of stockpiled material, seed slopes to establish grass cover, and line drainage ditches with ¾-inch traprock.





To provide screening of the substation from nearby Route 7, CL&P proposes to plant 16 Olmstead Norway maples along the outside of the substation fence line.
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