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�On September 24, 1998, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Bell Atlantic Mobile (BAM), petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Declaratory Ruling that no amendment would be required to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need granted by the Council in Docket No. 80 in 1988.  The existing site contains a 180-foot monopole tower with a four-foot diameter base, and two equipment buildings, one used by BAM and one used by Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (Springwich).





BAM proposes to share this site with four additional carriers:  Sprint, Nextel, Omnipoint and Skytel.  To accommodate the additional loading, BAM proposes to replace the tower with a new 185-foot monopole at a ground elevation seven feet below that at which the existing 180-foot monopole is located for a net reduction in height of two feet.  The new monopole would measure approximately five feet in diameter at the base and would accommodate the following antennas:  BAM 185 feet above ground level (AGL); Springwich 175 feet AGL; Sprint 165 feet AGL; Nextel 150 feet AGL; and Omnipoint 130 feet AGL.  Additionally, BAM would place a GPS antenna 110 feet AGL and Omnipoint would place a GPS antenna 50 feet AGL.  Skytel, a paging carrier, would mount an antenna on the lowest platform (Omnipoint) approximately 125 feet AGL.





BAM would remove the existing monopole and install a new monopole approximately 20 feet south of the existing tower.  The equipment cabinets of Omnipoint and Sprint would be placed atop the concrete slab which now supports the existing tower.  BAM has leased additional land from its lessor (approximately 6500 square feet) to accommodated this site development.  Nextel would construct a new 10-foot by 20-foot equipment building south of the existing site.  Skytel would place its equipment within a four-foot by four-foot space near the base of the proposed tower.  Some small trees and shrubs may be removed in this site development, including such species as white pine, autumn olive, and arborvitae.  Staff recommends BAM replant the site with similar species, in cooperation with the Town of Newtown, Connecticut.





On November 5, 1998, Brian Emerick of the Council and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff visited this site, and examined the area in which a new section of fenced compound would be developed south of the existing site and east of the access road off of Route 34.  





Robert K. Erling


Senior Siting Analyst


