PETITION NO. 394 - Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (Springwich) Petition for a Declaratory Ruling that no amendment to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to replace the existing tower and expand the site boundaries to accommodate tower sharing at an existing telecommunications facility located at 20 Post Office Lane in Westport, Connecticut.
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On June 12, 1998, Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (SCLP) in accordance with the provisions of Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies §§ 16-50j-38 through 16-50j-39 submitted a Petition for a Declaratory Ruling (Petition) to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requesting a determination that no amendment to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) issued in Docket 166 is required to replace the existing tower and expand the site boundaries to accommodate tower sharing.  SCLP is a party and Nextel Communications of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. (Nextel), Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (Sprint), Bell Atlantic Mobile (BAM), and Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (Omnipoint), intervened in the proceeding and are seeking to share the facility.





The existing telecommunications facility consists of a 130-foot monopole tower with SCLP’s antennas mounted at 130 feet above ground level (AGL), and a 12-foot by 26-foot single story equipment building enclosed by an 8-foot high chain-link fence.  SCLP proposes to replace the existing 130-foot monopole tower with a new 130-foot monopole tower, relocated approximately 20 feet to the south, to accommodate the additional loading for the antennas of Nextel, BAM, Sprint, and Omnipoint. 





The existing telecommunications site is zoned residential; however, the site is bordered to the north by Interstate 95, to the south by the Metro-North rail line, and to the east by a site which has been used to store timber and wood chip mulch for the past 25 years.  In addition to the existing tower, catenary towers that support overhead electric service for trains, and approximately 100-foot tall steel monopole towers supporting a Connecticut Light and Power 115-kV transmission line are located near the existing facility.  





No clearing of trees would be required for the replacement and relocation of the telecommunications tower and expansion of the facility compound.  Inland wetlands located approximately 65 feet west of the expanded facility compound, would not be affected.  The cumulative worst case radiofrequency (RF) power density for SCLP’s, Sprint’s, Nextel’s, BAM’s and Omnipoint’s operations would be conservatively below the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard, adopted by the FCC.  Post construction noise would not increase the noise levels at the proposed telecommunications facility, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.





The Council has confirmed that there is a need to provide wireless services to the southern area of Westport for all new carriers.  The sharing of the existing telecommunications facility at 20 Post Office Lane by SCLP, Nextel, BAM, Omnipoint, and Sprint would alleviate the need to construct additional towers in the immediate area.  The Council finds that the replacement of the existing tower and expansion of the facility compound is consistent with the use of the site, would not be in conflict with the adjacent land uses, would not change the effect the facility has on existing community or natural resources, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect; and therefore finds that no amendment to the Certificate is required.  However, the Council believes that Omnipoint’s proposed placement of a canister antenna on the top of the tower would constitute a significant 10-foot extension of an existing tower and cannot be approved without an amendment to the Council’s Certificate.  This decision is consistent with the intent of Connecticut State law that supports the co-location of antennas on existing structures to reduce the proliferation of new tower construction.
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