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Sprint Spectrum L.P. (Sprint) is petitioning the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for proposed modifications to an existing electric transmission line support structure located approximately 800 feet east of the intersection of Timber Mill Lane and Weston Road, Weston Connecticut.  On January 12, 1998, Council members Edward S. Wilensky and William H. Smith and Fred O. Cunliffe and Joel M. Rinebold of the Council staff met Karen Johnson and Ted Mostad representing Sprint, and Richard Madej of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) at the proposed site in Weston, Connecticut.





Sprint proposes to install a 101-foot Fort Worth compression post (Powermount() within an existing 83-foot CL&P transmission line structure (#924) off of Weston Road (Route 57) in Weston, Connecticut.  This new Powermount( with antennas would extend approximately 18 feet above the existing transmission line support structure.  Sprint would attach nine panel antennas to a platform on the Powermount(, and install communications equipment on an 8-foot by 11-foot concrete pad adjacent to the existing tower.  The proposed Powermount( would only support one commercial wireless user.  The transmission support structure, Powermount(, and equipment would be surrounded by a 6-foot chain link security fence. Utilities would run overhead from Weston Road to the site along an existing distribution circuit which parallels the transmission line.  Adjacent steel lattice structures along this electric transmission line right-of-way (ROW) were rejected because of radio frequency coverage, closer proximity to residences, or more disturbance for access and utility routing.





Sprint would access the proposed site via an existing path within a CL&P easement from Weston Road.  No clearing of vegetation would be necessary at the site but, some large rocks and a small tree would need to be cleared to improve the access road. Sprint proposes to cover slope areas of the access road and staging area at the proposed site with crushed stone.  Sprint proposes to use erosion and sedimentation controls consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended.





An emergent wetland exists at the point of access off Weston Road.  Even though this wetland appears to have been created by previous disturbance and crossed by vehicles, Council staff requested Sprint to explore alternatives to the proposed removal of this wetland.  Sprint has explored an alternate access to avoid crossing this wetland, but would need an easement from an adjacent property owner.  Sprint has rejected the property owner’s demands. Other options that could minimize impact to this wetland would be use of logs, surge stone, or concrete honeycomb-shaped pavers; however, these techniques would be permanent and would cause disturbance to the wetland.  As an alternative, Sprint now proposes to place rigid wood lattice mats (“swamp mats”) over the wetland area during construction.  Following construction, the “swamp mats” would be removed and the disturbed areas would be restored by blading the soils and allowing the existing vegetation to regenerate. Further, Sprint proposes to enhance the wetland by planting indigenous wetland species like Winterberrry holly and Highbush blueberry outside the travel path.  Sprint intends to access the site by vehicle during dry periods and on foot during wet periods.





Zoning designation of the surrounding area is two acre residential and farming district.  A CL&P substation is directly across Weston Road from Timber Mill Lane.  Two homes are within 200 feet and one other 500 feet from the proposed site.  Wooded areas separate the transmission ROW and these homes.  Sprint has informed these neighbors of the proposed project.





The installation and operation of the proposed PCS antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic power density of the proposed site to a level at or above the State or federal standards for the proposed antenna frequencies.  Based on conservative assumptions, the power density at the base of the proposed tower would constitute 5.03 percent of the maximum permissible exposure for the proposed frequencies, as defined by the Federal Communications Commission.





Sprint contends that the proposed project would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment ecology, nor would there be damage to existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.
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