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On November 3, 1997, Sprint Spectrum L.P. (Sprint) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requesting a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed installation of a Powermount( monopole and associated telecommunications equipment within an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) 115-kV electric transmission line support structure in the Town of Fairfield, Connecticut.





Sprint received a license from the Federal Communications Commission and is now authorized to provide commercial mobile radio service in Connecticut.  Sprint has sought to provide coverage in Fairfield by co-locating antennas on existing structures such as through the proposed use of the CL&P electric transmission line support structure.  Sprint contends that the proposed project will not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment, ecology, nor will there be damage to existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.   Furthermore, Sprint contends that it will need to build a new tower if this proposal is denied here and elsewhere.





Although the proposed site is located in an area of residential homes, the site has already been highly modified by the construction of the 86-foot tall lattice structure and high voltage electric transmission line.  The proposed antennas would extend approximately 18 feet above the existing transmission line support structure, but this change would not be significantly more visible than the existing structure and would not have any effect on the natural environment of the site.  The lattice structure will continue to exist with or without the proposed modifications.  Furthermore, the only significant noise associated with the development of the proposed facility would be temporary during construction or during operation of an emergency power generator during extended electric power outages.  Nonetheless, placement of the proposed equipment, security fence, access drive, and staging area for construction are of concern to us in that these features could cause some minor environmental effects; but these effects would not be significant, and can be managed to protect the environment.





Health and public safety are serious concerns to us.  However, the operation of Sprint’s proposed antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic power density at the proposed site to a level at or above State or federal standards for the proposed antenna frequencies.  Based on conservative assumptions, the power density at the base of the proposed facility would constitute 4.7 percent of the maximum exposure for the proposed frequencies, as licensed by the Federal Communications Commission.





The standard that the Council must use in deciding this petition is whether the siting of the proposed project would have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  This is a subjective standard that the Council must carefully consider to protect both the environment and the public.  In terms of siting, this project will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  Furthermore, this development would make good use of an existing structure and alleviate the construction of a new tower by Sprint in the Town of Fairfield.  The Council investigated the use of other line support structures and other existing towers.  However, no other tower or support structure exist that would alleviate the need to construct a new tower somewhere else.  Hence, the Council finds the siting of the proposed Powermount( within this existing transmission line support structure would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.  This decision is consistent with the intent of Connecticut State law that supports the co-location of antennas on existing structures to reduce the proliferation of new tower construction.





To ensure that construction of this project is undertaken as proposed, the Council will order a comprehensive Development and Management (D&M) Plan.  This D&M Plan shall include a site plan to reduce the size of the proposed access drive or relocate it to an existing adjacent driveway if permission from the landowner can be obtained.  The plan shall also reorient the proposed equipment to the north side of the structure to minimize impact to the area and preserve the cedar tree on the site.  Sprint shall also include in this plan an architectural-treated fence and a landscaping plan to provide vegetative screening and  restore the staging area after completion of construction.  In addition the Council will require placement of antennas in a manner to reduce visibility, and removal of the equipment if it does not function as proposed.  


Petition No. 383


Opinion


Page 2














