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On September 19, 1997, the Southern Connecticut Gas Company (SCG) submitted a petition for a declaratory ruling to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) that a natural gas pipeline proposed to be constructed, operated, and owned by SCG would be a natural gas distribution pipeline that the Council would not have jurisdiction over.





Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) § 16-50i excludes fuel distribution lines and fuel transmission lines with a design capability of less than 200 pounds per square inch gauge pressure from the Council’s jurisdiction.  CGS Section 16-50i makes a clear distinction between pressure on transmission lines, but not distribution lines.  Based on technical standards and criteria, the proposed pipeline would meet the federal Department of Transportation’s (DOT) definition of a distribution line.  The proposed line would not operate as a gathering line; would not have a hoop stress of 20 percent or more of specified minimum yield strength; would not be within a storage field; or would not transport gas from a gathering line or storage facility to a distribution center, storage facility, or large volume customer that is not downstream from a distribution center.  The pipeline would be integrated within SCG’s existing network to support the existing distribution system and to serve customers located near the line.  In addition, although this line would operate at high pressure, the construction and operation of the pipeline would not be inconsistent with the construction and operation of other SCG distribution plant in SCG’s system.





Without site regulation from the Council, a transmission pipeline could have serious effects on the environment of the state.  However, in this case the pipeline is a distribution line that would be routed entirely within existing roads which are public rights-of-way.  Consequently, environmental effects on air, water, inland wetlands, and other natural resources will likely be minimal or avoided.  Furthermore, the Department of Public Utility Control and the federal DOT will administer regulations with respect to construction techniques and pipeline safety.





Because the statutory definition of “facility” under the Council’s jurisdiction excludes fuel distribution lines and certain transmission lines from the jurisdiction of the Council, and because technical definitions classify this pipeline as a distribution line, the Council will grant this petition.
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