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Findings of Fact





Southern Connecticut Gas Company (SCG), in accordance with the provisions of § 4-176 of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) and Section 16-50j-38 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA), petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) on September 19, 1997, for a declaratory ruling that a natural gas pipeline proposed to be owned, constructed, and operated by SCG would be a natural gas distribution pipeline that the Council would not have jurisdiction over.  (SCG 1)





The parties to this proceeding are the petitioner and those persons and organizations whose names are listed in the Decision and Order which accompanies these Findings of Fact.  (Stratford 1)





The proposed pipeline would be a 600 pounds per square inch gauge pressure (maximum) natural gas pipeline within Stratford and Bridgeport, Connecticut.  (SCG 1, Ex. 1; SCG 2, Q. 5)





The proposed pipeline would be installed at all points entirely under public rights-of-way in Stratford and Bridgeport.  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, p. 2)





The proposed line would be approximately 62,000 feet in length.  The diameter of the line would be 16 inches.  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, p. 2)





The proposed line would begin at SCG’s gate station off Route 110 in Stratford and would end at a combined cycle electric generating facility, a large volume customer, to be located at Bridgeport Harbor Station in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  The gate station would connect with a natural gas transmission pipeline owned by Iroquois Gas Transmission System (Iroquois).  (SCG 1, Ex. 1)





The proposed pipeline would differ from the Iroquois natural gas transmission pipeline by its installation in public streets instead of private rights-of-way, and its operation at significantly lower pressure than the Iroquois pipeline.  (SCG 2, Q.8)





The proposed line would form part of SCG’s local gas distribution network to provide natural gas to residential, commercial, and industrial gas customers.  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, p. 2)





Under the safety regulations established by the United States Department of Transportation (DOT) governing transportation of natural gas by pipeline, “ Transmission line means a pipeline, other than a gathering line, that: (a) Transports gas from a gathering line or storage facility to a distribution center, storage facility, or large volume customer that is not downstream from a distribution center; (b) Operates at a hoop stress of 20 percent or more of Specified Minimum Yield Strength (SMYS); or (c) Transports gas within a storage field.  A large volume customer may receive similar volumes of gas as a distribution center, and includes factories, power plants, and institutional users of gas.” “Distribution line means a pipeline other than a gathering or transmission line.”  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, pp. 2-3; 49 CFR 192.3, SCG 1, Ex. 4)


�
The proposed line would operate at a maximum hoop stress of 10,235 PSI, which is 19.7 percent of SMYS, and a minimum of 7079 PSI, which is 13.6 percent of SMYS.  The SMYS, determined by the manufacturer’s mill tests on the pipe material, would be 52,000 PSI.  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, p. 3; SCG 2, Q.3, Q.4)





SCG is a local distribution company as defined under the Federal Natural Gas Act.  (SCG 1, Ex. 5, p. 3)





The pipeline would be classified as a distribution line for accounting, rate regulation, and tax purposes.  (SCG 2, Q.10)





The Department of Public Utility Control will regulate pipeline safety associated with the pipeline. 


(SCG 1, p.1)
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