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One June 6, 1997, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile (BANM) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no amendment is required to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (Certificate) issued by the Council in Docket No. 139 on September 18, 1991, to accommodate tower sharing in accordance with General Statutes § 16-50aa at BANM’s existing telecommunications facility off of Forbes Street in East Hartford, Connecticut.  BANM proposes to allow Sprint Spectrum L.P. (Sprint) to attach nine antennas at approximately 97 feet above ground level on an existing 110-foot BANM monopole.  Sprint would also mount a GPS antenna on a new 15-foot pipe within the compound.





In order to accommodate the proposed Sprint equipment cabinets on a 9-foot by 15-foot frame, BANM has leased an additional 10-foot by 55-foot section of land adjacent to the existing 30-foot by 55-foot leased parcel which contains a 16-foot by 42-foot equipment building.  BANM states Sprint’s equipment cannot be placed within the existing compound, where the remaining available space would be taken up by the installation of BANM’s generator.  The additional section would be fenced and the existing fence removed, creating a single compound.  To ensure a level compound, BANM would add approximately one to two feet of fill topped with gravel.  A wooden post retaining wall would be constructed along two sides of the expansion area.  A sedimentation control barrier would be installed immediately downslope of the work area.





The addition of Sprint’s antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic radiation power density at the base of the tower to a level at or above the American National Standards Institute standard for the proposed frequencies based on worst-case assumptions; would not increase the height of the tower or increase the noise level by 6 decibels or more at the site boundary.  





On June 13, 1997, Brian J. Emerick of the Council and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Jennifer Young Gaudet of BANM for a field review of this site.





In its petition, BANM requests the Council issue a ruling that the proposed site expansion would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and therefore is not a modification requiring and amended Certificate, and that the Council order tower sharing pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50aa.  BANM contends that this proposal constitutes the sharing of a tower that is technically, legally, environmentally and economically feasible, meets public safety concerns, will avoid the unnecessary proliferation of towers and is in the public interest, and pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50aa, requests the Council to order tower sharing at this facility.
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