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On June 11, 1997, the Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) Company petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that the siting of an existing jet-fueled turbine electric generator at South Meadow Station, Hartford, Connecticut, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.





On May 9, 1996, the Council conditionally ruled that the emergency installation of this turbine at South Meadow Station for a period not to extend beyond October 31, 1996, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.  On October 21, 1996, the Council approved winterization and extension of operations to June 30, 1997.  CL&P received an emergency air emissions permit from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP); however, operation of this unit beyond June 30, 1997, would require a new source review permit for air emissions.





CL&P has been operating the turbine as an emergency electric generator as part of a contingency plan that was implemented in the early summer of 1996 to counter the outages at Millstone I, II, and III,  and most recently the retirement of Connecticut Yankee.  Although this contingency plan has added more generators and reduced electric use to enable the utilities to meet peak demands, the potential for electric generation shortages still exists both within the State of Connecticut and New England.





South Meadow Station is an existing generating station that has been producing 64 megawatts (MW) of electricity since 1949, and 248 MW since 1970.  The proposed turbine unit would be located on the west end of the facility property near Reserve Road and across from the Regional Market on a level, vacant area.  All ground areas that were disturbed during construction were seeded, mulched, and have become stabilized.  CL&P received no noise complaints from construction or operation of the turbine unit.  Sound level surveys taken both at the Regional Market property line and the residential neighborhood on Wawarme Avenue confirm compliance with State noise standards.  





The issue of environmental racism was raised in a charge that South Meadow Station was proposed as the site for the turbine to burden Hartford with more of its fair share of electric generation than other, more rural areas.  This is a significant issue that concerns us.  However, this charge is simply not true in this case.  CL&P proposed to site five turbine electric generators within the State of which four were placed at Devon Station in the Town of Milford.  This site was proposed because South Meadow Station has available area, infrastructure to support the use of jet fuel, and transmission capability more than other existing generating stations including those in the Towns of Middletown, Montville, or Norwalk.  The property is in an industrial-zoned district which grants utility uses by right.  Land uses surrounding the proposed site consist of highways and railroads to the north; warehouses and a regional market with heavy truck traffic to the west; an airport, sewage treatment plant, and refuse-to-energy facility to the south; and the Connecticut River to the east.  The nearest residential area is over 2,000 feet east across Interstate 91 and Route 15.





Air emissions from this facility must be carefully modeled, monitored, and enforced by the DEP administering Clean Air Act Standards to ensure that this turbine will not burden the City of Hartford any more than any other location in the State.  A new source review permit needs to be approved by the DEP for CL&P to continue operating this turbine.  The draft permit limits operation of the proposed turbine to 700 hours (eight percent availability). A modification to the DEP air emission permit would be required if CL&P were to operate the turbine more than 700 hours.  A modified permit may include a change in operations, control technology, or fuel type. Furthermore, because of uncertainties in the generation of electricity within the State and limitations to import electricity into the State, CL&P has not decided whether or not to keep or return the turbine after its lease expires October 15, 1997. This decision depends upon whether the units at Millstone return to service.





Indeed, CL&P contends that the turbine would operate as a peaking unit for a period less than the 700 hours specified in the draft new source review permit.  Furthermore, it is likely that this turbine will be dispatched for operation before other older existing units that would generate more air pollutants.  Four such internal combustion units are located at South Meadow Station, which are likely to be dispatched less frequently with the operation of the proposed unit which is considerably cleaner and more efficient.  Consequently, the operation of the proposed turbine may displace the operation of more polluting units both in Hartford and other locations within the State of Connecticut.  No matter how electric generating facilities are dispatched economically, the operation of the proposed turbine and other units on the site of South Meadow Station have been and will continue to be stringently regulated to ensure that their operation is consistent with State and federal plans to maintain and improve air quality both in Hartford and the State.





The standard that the Council must use in this petition is whether the siting of the proposed turbine will have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  This is a subjective standard that we must consider carefully to protect both the environment and public.  In terms of siting, this facility will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  This turbine was constructed and operated within an existing generating station, with minimal ecological disturbance, without noise complaints, and under the air emissions regulation of DEP to provide CL&P with peaking and reserve generating capacity for the State.  Hence, we find the permanent siting of the proposed turbine would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.





To keep the local community informed of operational levels of these electric generation facilities, we will order CL&P to provide the results of DEP air quality modeling, monitoring, and orders to Dr. Mark Mitchell, representing the Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice; Elizabeth Pond representing Hartford Area Rally Together; Stephanie Ehiwele and Larry Charles representing organized Northeasterns/Clay Hill and Northend; and the Council, as such information becomes available from the Department of Environmental Protection.
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