Petition No. 1033
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Staff Report
August 28, 2012
On July 18, 2012, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to remove an existing electric transmission line structure located near the intersection of Washington Boulevard and Station Place in Stamford.

This Petition was field reviewed by Council Chairman Robin Stein and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on August 10, 2012.  The following individuals also attended the field review: Helen Taylor, Project Siting and Permitting Specialist, CL&P; Christopher Soderman, P.E., Engineer – Transmission Line Engineering, CL&P; Ed Hawes, Construction Representative, NU; and William Buckley Jr., PE., Engineering and Project Management, Litchfield Consulting & Management Services, LLC.
Specifically, CL&P seeks to remove one existing steel lattice structure (#1233) on the circuit numbers 1440/1750 115-kV transmission line.  The proposed removal is requested by HP Gateway Land I, LLC (the underlying property owner) and the Connecticut Department of Transportation to accommodate the construction of a new pedestrian bridge to access a new parking garage to be constructed at Harbor Point to serve the Metro-North Railroad Stamford Station.  

The structure would be dismantled and removed.  The fence around the structure would be removed.  The optical ground wire would be replaced.  The conductors would be re-spliced.      

The site and surrounding area is commercial in nature.  No trees would be removed.  No wetlands would be impacted.  The proposed structure removal is not located within the 100-year flood plain.  The Natural Diversity Database did not identify any state-listed endangered, threatened, or special concern species in the vicinity of the project.  The nearest home is located on Washington Boulevard, approximately 600 feet to the south of the structure to be removed.  The visual impact would decrease due to one less transmission structure in the area.  In addition, the removal of a lattice structure located between monopole structures would improve aesthetics by providing a more consistent look to the transmission line (i.e. similar structure types).  If approved, CL&P’s project would begin during fall 2012 and would be completed by December 2012.  The parking garage and the pedestrian walkway would be completed by approximately fall 2013. 
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Lattice structure (to be removed) is on the left.  Monopole structures will remain. 
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Close up view of structure to be removed.
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Upper view of the lattice structure to be removed.
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Existing monopole structures will remain.

