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On November 29, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to the East Shore Substation at 1 Waterfront Street, New Haven. This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on December 12, 2011.  Bohdan Katreczko, Bradley Parsons, and Bob Sazanowicz, Yan Lachowicz, and Robert Manning from UI also attended the field review. 

Studies conducted by UI indicate that there is not enough existing 115/13.8 kV distribution capacity in the East Shore area that would allow for the forecasted load growth to be reliability supplied without building new substation capacity.  To increase the capacity of the substation, UI would replace two existing transformers with two new tap-changing 30/40/50 MVA transformers; remove two older circuit breakers; remove and replace two older oil-filed circuit breakers with new higher capacity circuit breakers; install one new Power Delivery Center building; and 115 kV bus modifications.  

New oil sumps would be installed for each new transformer to protect against any possible leakage of transformer insulating oil.  Also, associated distribution work would be performed to connect the transformers.

The new equipment will have higher load capacity.  Plus, the tap-changing feature of the new transformers will allow UI to better regulate voltage output.  UI will also replace its small station service transformer and relocate it above flood plain level.  

All of the work would be performed and located entirely within the existing outer fence line of the substation.  No wetlands are at the site.  No trees would need to be cleared.  There would be no change in noise levels at the facility.  The new equipment would be of a comparable height to the existing, and given the industrial nature of the area, visual impacts would be minimal.  However, to further screen the substation from the water, if approved, staff suggests that a condition be included that UI, in consultation with the City of New Haven, plant modest landscaping along the waterfront side of the substation.

This project is not expected to have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  If approved, the project would start approximately the third quarter of 2012 and would be completed by the third quarter of 2013.
