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On October 5, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS New York, LLC (MetroPCS) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the modification of an existing transmission line tower located at 750 Chapel Street, Stratford, Connecticut.  Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and staff member Robert Mercier visited the site on October 31, 2011 to review the proposal.  MetroPCS representatives Scott Muska, Esq. (Brown Rudnick) and Joseph Falivene (URS Corporation) attended the field review.   
MetroPCS proposes to install at powermount through the center of an existing 88-foot tall Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) electric transmission tower (structure # 279).  The existing lattice tower is located in a right-of-way and supports CL&P’s 115 kV #1549 line.  The existing tower previously supported an AT&T powermount that was approved by the Council in Petition 528 (November 2001) and removed in late 2006.   
MetroPCS proposes to install coax on the southwest leg of the lattice tower to service six panel antennas attached to the top of the powermount.  A fenced compound would be located along the eastern base of the tower, enclosing two equipment cabinets and two battery cabinets.  An existing telco board and transformer located near the base of the tower would service the proposed installation.
The CL&P right-of-way contains a second 115 kV transmission line east of the #1549 line.  This second line is supported by taller lattice towers, one of which is adjacent to structure #279.  This 103-foot lattice tower (#1321) accommodates a Council approved AT&T powermount extending to 123 feet, and T-Mobile antennas on a mast extending to a height of 107 feet.  

The nearest residence to the proposed installation is located approximately 500 feet to the south on Chapel Street.  Ball fields associated with the Flood High School are located 150 feet to the east.     

Visibility of the proposed installation would occur along a residential section of Chapel Street 500 to 1,400 feet southeast of the site, including several units of a condominium complex that fronts Chapel Street approximately 600 feet southeast of the site.  The proposed MetroPCS installation would no substantially affect views from the area given that views of the new installation would also include views of the existing, AT&T powermount that is 10 feet taller than the proposed installation.  Additionally, the Council, in Petition 528, previously approved a 97-foot powermount on the same structure that has since been removed.  
