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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Jaguary 7, 2008

Daniel F. Caruso, Chairman
Connecticut Siting Couacil

{0 Franklin Square

New Britain, Cannecticut 06051

RE: 96-MW Electric Generating Facility
Waterbury Genersting LLC
Waterbuey, Conmecticur
Pelition No. 831

Dear Chairman Caruso:

Staff of this department have reviewed the above-referenced petition for a Declaratory
Ruling for the construction of a generating facility at 725 Bank Stresf in VWaterbury and the
associsted transmission (ine to e the facility into the Baldwin Street Substation. Based upoa
this review and a visit to the proposed site, the following comments are offesed to the Council for
yout uge in 1his proceeding, :

Waterbury Generatiog LLC propases to construct a 96-MW dual-fueled combustion
turhice pealny facility on property leased from Aonsania Copper and Brass on the narth side of
Washingion Streel, just vest of the Naugatuck River. Natural gas will be the primary fuel with
uitta-low sulfur fuef il as the secondary fual '

Site Descrintion

Although the project address is 725 Bank Street, the peoject site, whick i3 the
souchermmost 2.25 acres of (he Ansonis Copper and Brass property, is actually on Washingion
Street, The site is a derelict parking lot with deteriorated pavement. Several grey hirch, rree-of
heaven and bizck locust have established themselves an and at the margias of the properiy. An
abandoned rail siding abuts the parcel fo the west, with a small informal brush dump on (hat
propesty. The acfive operations of Ansonia Copper and Brass abut che site fo the north, while an
ol dealership ocenpies the property to the east between the projec! parcel apd the Naugafuck.
Rrver. The resr (nartheast) corger of the parosl where the 364,000 gallon fue] il tank will be
sited abuts a coucrete refaining wall which separales the Ansonia Copper and Rrass property
from the floodplain of the Naugatick River. o

The proposed site is i a0 industeial area surrounded by ather inchustrial uses and wel
separated from residential areas, The Waterbury Branch of Metra-North and (he Route 8
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highway separate the site from the Brooklyn neighbarhood o the west, while the Nangatuck
River and its floodplain and other industrial uses separate the site from rasidential areas to the
cast, The site 13 an appropriate oie for the proposed use.

The nearest residential parcs! referved to on page § of the petittas and {n the Counsil’s
Interragatory Na. | as 1,000 fe=t southwest of the site is vacant and i5 not a buildable kot Itisa
very samow strip butting up againgt Route § and a noise barder  The occupred residential
property that appears to be the closest (o the site is 2 four siory brick apariment building at the
comner of Washingran Steet and South Main Streef, due east of the plant site. Thds buwilding is
separated from the plant site by the B&H Oil Company property, the Naugatuck River, a vacant
indusicial building, aod the Mad River. '

The gas line interconnaction to serve the plant will be placed in or along Railroad Hill
Street, which should enfall minima! impacts. The proposed wansmission line ioterconnectian
will follow the Metro-Nerth Waterbury Beanch rail live fom the plant southward to the existing
Comnnecticul Light and Power 1[5-kV transmission Jine at the Jocation of the City of Waterbury
transfer slation, then east across the Naugatuck River and South Main Street to the Baldwin
Street Substaticn. The petition mentions (he need to expand the width of the fsansmissian (Gne
right-of-way by 65 fect for the final leg of this route,  Given the indusirial land uses and the
availability of undaveloped land along this route, (his should mot presemt any diffienlties.

Adr Permit
A New Source Review DPeomit application for this project was submitted to the
department an September 4, 2007, The application s currently nndergoing technical review.

The permit application does pot include any limits oo total hows of operation even
though the facility is infended to operate 85 a peaking facility. Operation on distliate oil will be
[imited to 720 hours (30 days) annually.

I is ow understapding that there has been some public comment concaming the
visibility of the 213" exhaust stack of the plant. Asan element of the arr modeling analysis to be
perfarmed duriag the applicatian review, DEP will check che applicant’s PM 45 analysis (o verify -
whether the full 213° stack height is necessary or if there may be an opportunity (o reduce the
stack hsight.

Site Remediation

Page 11 of the petiion staces that the site will be remediated in accordagee with DEP’s
Remediation Strodard Regulstions in conjuncéion with the facility construction. No plans for the
remedigtion of the site are currently before this department. The most recent report DEYP has
received on this property is a 2000 Phase 6 Site Assessment performed woder the
Compichensive Environmemtal Response, Compensstion and Lishiity Informabon System
{CERCLIS). .

MNoige Apalysis Reparc : _
The Neise Analysis Report contained in Exhibit 14 of the petitian was reviewsd and

found to be satisfactory in methodology, but the applicant shoold provide the Coancil with the

wrojected noise levels expected after the insisllation of the stack silemcer. The conclusion of
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Exhibit 14 is vague as (o whether the stack silemcer will be the mitigation measure chosen, aod
what noise levels are anticipated at the modeled naise receptor locations.  Absen{ mitigation
mezasures, the noise analysie indicates that violatians of the S1dBA nighttime noise stapdard are
expected at four of the five modeled receptor lacations (see Table 5).

Water Use _

The proposed facility will operate as a pesking plamt during its first tea years of
opesatian, Accordiag to informatian presented by the applicant &t a pre-application meeting at
DEY, only very (imited hours of operation, pethaps severat days per year, are anticipated during
this ime. However, as stated on page | of Exhibit 10, the proposed facility may operate mare
frequently afice the arigimal ten year coatract terminafes. The estimated 440,000 gallons per day
of caaling water reqaired by the plant is nol an insignificant amownt of patable water. The
currently proposed wery limited hours of operation of the facility do not ceesle a concem
regarding cooling water volumes. If operation of the plant for ntermediate electric loads or
greater is anticipated (o occur in the future, DEP woald prefer to see ather aptions for conling
saier investigated including (he use of treated efffuent from the Watesbury water pollution
coatral facility, or pechaps the mcocparation of a dry cooling system.

Miscellaneous Petition Commentary
Page 16 of Exhibit 18 states that the proposed facility (ayout was designed to avoid and

minimize direc! impacts to wetland systsms.  This is polentially ambiguous in view of the
staterment on page 19 of the petition that there are no wetlands on the site.

Exhibit 1 lists Conrait and the New Yeork, Mew Haven and Hartford Ratlroad Company
13 abucters to the project site. The New Yorck, New Haven and Hartford Railroad was acquired
by Pesn Centtal Corporation, which was later merged isfo the Consclidated Railraad
Corporation (Conrail). The ownership of the right-of-way of the Waterbury Bramch was

* acquired by the Coanecticant Department 'of Trausportation in Ocfober 1385, We sealize that

Waterbury Generating LLC has been in contact with CormDOT and Metro-North regarding the
trapsnission liae tie-in aleag the railvoad, but the sbutter’s {ist in Exhibit 2 does not refect the
current owmership. :

Op page 3 of Exbibit 10, it {s not clear what facilicy is referred to in Table 2 under the
labal Borough of Naugatuck. [s this the Naugatuck water pollution control facility perhaps?

Thank you for ¢he opporfunity fo revis ihis petition and to submit these comnents (o

the Council. Should you, ether Council members ar Cougeil staff have any questions, please feel
free to call me at (860) 4244110,

Respectfully Srotus,
Frederick L. Risse
Seniar Eavironmental Analyst

ce: Commissioner Gina MeCarthy



