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August 18, 2016 
 
 
Robert Stein, Chairman   
Connecticut Siting Council  
Ten Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
 
Re: Petition No. 1226 

Towantic Switching Station and Line Modification Project 
 
Dear Chairman Stein: 
 
On May 27, 2016, Eversource Energy (“Eversource”) received a declaratory ruling from the 
Connecticut Siting Council (“Council”) that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public 
Need would not be required for the work proposed in Petition No. 1226, subject to conditions.  Among 
other conditions of the ruling, the Council required that Eversource submit the following items: 
 
 
1. The petitioner shall file applicable FAA Forms 7460-1 with the Council. 
 
2. The petitioner shall provide drawings incorporating an all underground scheme from Towantic 

Switching Station to the #1575, #1585, and #1990 overhead lines to the west including, but not 
limited to, the turning structures and duct banks in the right of way, associated riser structures 
and other related switching station equipment and any wetland impacts, and an explanation as to 
why this is or is not being implemented and whether or not this is a feasible engineering design. 

 
Eversource is submitting the applicable FAA forms and attached plans, with the following 
explanation, as to why Eversource believes an all underground scheme is not feasible. 
 
As Eversource presented in its Petition to the Council, CPV Towantic LLC (“CPV”) retained 
responsibility for the site preparation work at the proposed switching station site including clearing, 
site grading and the construction of site drainage and storm water controls, the specifics of which were 
previously submitted to the Council in CPV’s Development and Management (“D&M”) Plan and 
which was later approved by the Council.  
  
The original design submitted with Eversource’s Petition contemplated using the same approximate 
switching station foot print that was originally put forward by CPV in its prior submittals to the 
Council, and which was the basis for the development of CPV’s site drainage plan.  Eversource based 
its prior responses to the Council’s interrogatories regarding an all underground transmission 
connection scheme, citing lack of available space, on the original switching station foot print. 
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Per attached Eversource drawing SK-OPT1 PG4, which depicts an all underground transmission 
connection scheme, the existing fence line would need to be moved west (toward the right-of-way) 
approximately 45 feet in order to accommodate the additional riser structures.  There would be no 
wetland impacts as a result of the work; however, the resulting expansion of the substation foot print 
would necessitate an expansion and potential redesign of the drainage system recently installed by 
CPV and CPV would need to submit a revision of its D&M Plan to the Council for approval. 
CPV completed its site preparation work in June. 
 
In addition to the above, the all underground transmission connection scheme would increase the 
Eversource Project cost by an estimated $8.75 million and would also require additional cost and 
delays in the Project schedule for CPV to first engineer, permit and make changes to the current 
drainage system while Eversource revises the engineering and procurement activities to change to the 
all underground transmission connection scheme.  Further delay would also result from Eversource not 
being able to proceed with its own construction until CPV’s modifications were complete and, as a 
result, missing the currently scheduled outage for the cut over work. 
 
In light of all these factors, it is Eversource's position that incorporating an all underground 
transmission connection scheme is not feasible; consequently, the all underground connection scheme 
is not being implemented. 
 
Attached to this original are fifteen (15) copies. 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Enclosures 
 
CC: 
Neil O'Leary, Mayor of Waterbury (letter only) 
Joe Geary, Chief of Staff, Mayor's Office, Waterbury (letter only) 
Edward St. John, Middlebury First Selectman (letter only) 
George Temple, Oxford First Selectman (letter only) 
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