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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Petition No. 1218
Petition from PSEG Power Connecticut, LLC, for a
Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of
Envi ronnental Conpatibility and Public Need is
required for the Construction, Mintenance, and
Operation of a new 485 Megawatt Dual Fue
Conbi ned-Cycl e Electric Generating Facility at the
Exi sting Bridgeport Harbor Station Located at 1

Atl antic Street, Bridgeport, Connecti cut

Public Hearing held at the Bridgeport Cty
Hal | , Council Chanbers, 45 Lyon Terrace,
Bri dgeport, Connecticut, Thursday, My 5, 2016,
begi nning at 7: 00 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
JAMES J. MJRPHY, Vi ce Chair man
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THE VI CE CHAI RMAN:  Ladi es and
gentlenen, this hearing is called to order this
Thur sday, May 5, 2016, at approximately 7 p.m M
nane is James J. Murphy, Jr., vice Chairnman of the
Siting Council.

G her nenbers of the Council here
this evening are Robert Hannon, desi gnee for
Conmm ssi oner Robert Klee of the Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection; Conm ssioner
M chael Caron, designee for Chairman Arthur House
of the Public Uilities Regulatory Authority;

M chael Harder; Dr. M chael Kl enens; and Daniel P.
Lynch, Jr.

Menbers of the staff are Ml anie
Bachman, our Acting Executive Director as well as
our staff attorney, and M chael Perrone who is the
siting analyst on this particular file.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizens guide to Siting Council procedures are
avail abl e for nenbers of the public. This hearing
Is held pursuant to the provisions of Title 16 of
t he Connecticut General Statutes and of the

Uni form Adm ni strative Procedure Act upon a
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petition from PSEG Power Connecticut, LLC, for a
declaratory ruling that no certificate of
envi ronnental conpatibility and public need is
required for the construction, naintenance and
operation of a new 485-negawatt dual fuel
conbi ned-cycle electric generating facility at the
exi sting Bridgeport Harbor station |ocated at 1
Atl antic Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut.

This petition was received by the
Council on March 9, 2016. The Council's | egal
notice of the date and tine of this hearing today
was published in the Connecticut Post on April 5,
2016. Upon this Council's request, the petitioner
erected a sign at the proposed site so as to
informthe public of the name of the petitioner,
the type of facility, the hearing date and it's
| ocati on, and contact information for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the
Council, staff and public personally conducted a
field review of the proposed site in order to
observe firsthand the potential effects of this
pr oposal .

The hearing session tonight has
been reserved first for the public to nake short

statenents into the record. These public
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statenments are not subject to questions fromthe
parties or the Council nenbers, and nmenbers of the
publ i c maki ng statenents may not ask questions of
the parties or the Council. These statenents wl|
becone part of the record for the Council's

consi derati on.

A sign-up sheet is available for
those who would like to participate, and they're
out there at the podium And if you signed, fine.
And if you do have a desire to speak, |'d suggest
t hat you sign in at your earliest convenience.

As a rem nder to all,
off-the-record communi cations with a nenber of the
Council or a nmenber of the Council's staff upon
the nerits of this proposal is prohibited by |aw
I wish to note that parties and intervenors,
including their representatives and witnesses are
not allowed to participate in the public coment
session this evening.

I wll also wish to note for those
who are here and for the benefit of your friends
and nei ghbors who are unable to join us for this
public coment session, that you or they may send
witten comments to this Council wthin 30 days of

today and such witten statenents wll be given
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the sane weight as if spoken at this hearing this
eveni ng.

W will ask each person nmaking a
public statenent in these proceedings to confine
his or her statenments to the subject matter before
the Council and to avoid unreasonabl e repetition
so that we may hear all of the concerns you and
your nei ghbors may have. Pl ease be advi sed t hat
t he Council cannot answer questions fromthe
publ i c about this proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made
of this hearing and deposited at the Bridgeport
Cty Cerk's office for the conveni ence of the
public.

Before we start the public hearing
| believe that the applicant wants to give us a
denonstrati on explaining the project. And once
that is all over we wll proceed wth the speakers
fromthe list which wll be picked up fromthe
podi um

KATE GERLACH. (Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Kate Gerlach and I'mthe
Di rector of Devel opnent for PSEG Power. |'m going
to give a brief overview of the project.

In February of this year PSEG
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cleared 485 nmegawatts of a new conbi ned-cycl e
power pl ant i n the New Engl and capacity aucti on,
forward capacity auction. As a result we have an
obligation to the 1SOto build the powerplant and
have the plant online and generating electricity
by June of 2019, with construction slated to start
in 2017.

The plant will run on two types of
fuel, primarily on natural gas with a limted
amount of wultralow sulfur distillate used as a
backup fuel for tinmes when there's interruption of
the gas supply, primarily in the wnter.

The pl ant represents a
550 mllion-dollar investnent by PSEGin the
Bri dgeport econony. The plant will generate 350
construction jobs over the two years it's being
built. PSis a union conpany and we expect the
plant will be built by union | abor. The pl ant
w Il generate 25 permanent jobs on an ongoi ng
basis. The plant also represents $5 nmillion in
tax revenue per year to the Cty of Bridgeport.

So to give you a sense of where the
plant will be located it will be on our existing
generating station, which you can see in the

picture is the yellow highlighted area. And then
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the plant itself will be located in the red circle
down in the bottomof the picture, on top of the

four fuel tanks that are currently situated there.

So the tanks will be renoved, the area underneath
themw || be renedi ated and then the power pl ant
wll be built in that area.

The plant is the | atest generati on,
nost efficient technology. Really it is the nost
efficient thing that you can put into service
today and it will have a full conplenent of
em ssions controls. The plant will neet all
| ocal, state and federal requirenents and it wll
be subject to approval by the Connecticut DEEP.

We've really taken pains in the
design to mnim ze the environnmental footprint of
t he plant as nmuch as we could. For instance, the
exhaust stack is designed to reduce potenti al
ground level air em ssions and we're using an
air-cool ed condenser to elimnate the use of
har bor water for cooling.

Because the unit is so efficient it
I's expected to displace older, |less efficient
generating units in the region. So overall it
shoul d have an i npact of |owering en ssions across

the region. And then down at the bottom of the
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page you can just see the specific environnmenta
controls that we'll put on the unit, a selective
catal atic reduction system dry | ow NOX combustors
and oxi dation catal yst.

At the sane tine that we cleared in
the auction we did enter into a conmunity
envi ronnental benefits agreenent with the Cty of
Bri dgeport, the University of Bridgeport and
several community and environnental groups.

Under the terns of this agreenent
we' ve made several commitnments, anong themto
retire our existing coal plant no later than July
of 2021, to fund a 2 mllion-dollar fund to
support projects that create environnenta
benefits for the city of Bridgeport, to establish
a programto consider at |least $5 million of
renewabl e energy projects, to assign a conmunity
| iai son officer to be the point of contact with
community groups, and to work with the community
to support |l ocal and regional hiring.

That's the end of ny presentation,
but if folks are interested in nore information I
woul d point you to our website at
PSEG. cont Bri dgeport Har bor CCProj ect. Thank you.

THE VI CE CHAI RMAN. Thank you very

10
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much. There are two sign-up sheets. The sign-up
sheet for public officials, | have no signatures.
But before we start, is there any public official
fromthe town of Bridgeport who is here this
eveni ng who intends to speak?

(No response.)

THE VI CE CHAI RVAN: If not, 1"l
nove on. Yol anda Stinson, and | woul d ask peopl e
when they cone up, that they give their nane and
spell their last nane and give us their street
address and the town as wel|.

Good eveni ng.

YOLANDA STI NSON:  Good evening. M

nane i s Yol anda Stinson, S-t-i-n-s-o0-n, 198 Monroe
Street in Bridgeport. |'ve been a resident of
Bri dgeport for 38 years. |1'mhere to support the

permt application.

The peopl e of Bridgeport,
especially PT Barnum which is near where | |ive,
we have been assaulted by the deadly particul ate
matter that spews fromthe snokestack of the
Bri dgeport powerplant. Bridgeport has one of the
hi ghest hospitalization rates due to asthma in the
nation. Asthma is the nunber one reason for

school absent eei sm

11
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THE VI CE CHAI RVAN: Coul d you nove
the m crophone? 1'm having troubl e hearing you.
Thank you very nuch.

YOLANDA STINSON: If a child
doesn't go to school a child does not | earn.
| magi ne how this also affects the ot her siblings
who are traunmati zed by an asthma attack of their
sister or brother. |It's nore than asthma.

Pol lution fromthe powerplant causes many ot her
respiratory di seases.

As a representative of nore than
100 people who signed an electronic petition in
support of the gas plant, | say that we can't wait
for Connecticut to successfully nove to renewabl e
energy such as wind, solar, et cetera. According
to gl obal warning we have 34 nore years to reach
2001 pollution standards. W know t hat nat ural
gas is also a fossil fuel, but conpared to coal
iIt's not as deadly.

We support the transition to a
cl eaner fuel now, because after 50 years of toxic
particulate matter fromcoal we can't wait unti
2050 for Connecticut's renewabl e energy sources.
The Governor supports natural gas. Many enviros

such as the Sierra CQub took mllions fromthe

12
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natural gas industry until 2012. Connecticut is a
| ong way fromrenewabl e energy, w nd, solar, et
cetera.

Frackers are nore concerned about
the folks in Indonesia than the people of color in
Anerica. Wile we have enpathy with anyone who
endures environental injustices, we are nore
concerned with our owmn. | thank you.

THE VI CE CHAl RMAN:  Thank you very
much.

Carnmen Nieves is the | ast nane.
l*"msorry if | mspronounced it.

CARMEN NI EVES: That's okay. Dear
Siting Council nenbers. M nane is Carnen N eves.
That's spelled N |like Nancy, i-e, V Ilike victor,

E, Slike Sam And | live at 672 Atlantic Street

i n Bridgeport, Connecticut, and currently serve as
the president of the South End NRZ. | amhere to

represent the interests of the South End NRZ board
and nenbers.

W want to commend the citizens
advi sory for their hard work over the past year in
working with the Cty and PSEG to finalize a
community benefits agreenent that wll work to

shut down the coal plant |ocated at Bri dgeport

13
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Har bor and replace it with other safer neans of
ener gy.

The benefit agreenent al so affords
t he opportunity for community and devel oprment
i nvestnents, equal fair hiring anpong | ocal
resi dents and ot her opportunities to address
heal th and community concerns. No one wll argue
that we wll ever have enough noney or resources
to address all the health-rel ated i ssues and
| ong-term exposures to all hazards. However we
bel i eve based on what we have seen, read and have
been presented and di scussed, that it is a
positive nove in the right direction to provide
educati on, resources and financial support to
address sone of these hazards.

We have shared the community
benefits agreenent with a website dedicated to
t hi s devel opnent, a copy of the siting questions
that are bei ng addressed today and the replies
fromPSEG In addition we have had the
opportunity to neet with nenbers of PSEG on at
| east two separate occasions.

We have al so had their applications
f orwarded and other permts -- sorry. Let me go

back to that. W hope that they can nove forward
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with this application and the petitions required
and obtain the permts so that resources, funding
and i nvestnents can be used to fully shut down the
coal plant burning stacks and replace themw th
nore efficient and safer alternatives to energy.

It has been our experience that
t hi s devel oper has been inclusive, forthcom ng and
responsive. W are supporting this project in
good faith with the expectation that they wll
continue to be inclusive and will work with the
community, the City and the task force so that
this project nay finally officially get underway.

Each day we are not noving forward
towards our resolution is an additional day of
pol l uti on and that hel ps no one. W hope that you
W || support this petition and help them get all
the different petitions and stuff that they need
in order to get it through, because there are
quite a | ot.

So thank you, and I'd like to
I ntroduce -- can | introduce what | --

THE VI CE CHAI RVAN:  Yes, you nmay.
Gve it to Melanie. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Carl Mcd uster.

15
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Karen Weiss. She'll be foll owed by
Dan Ml ner ney.

KAREN WES: Hello. Good evening.
My nane is Karen Weis. |'mVice President of
devel opnent and conmuni cati ons for Life Bridge
Community Services, and in that position |I've had
the privilege of working with PSEG - -

THE VI CE CHAI RVAN: Coul d you nove
your mic up a little bit? Thank you.

KAREN WEI SS: |'ve had the
privilege of working with PSEG for the | ast three
years. During this period |I've devel oped a great
deal of respect and admration for their sense of
corporate responsibility and their
nmul ti di mensi onal support of the communities in
whi ch t hey operate.

PSEG has taken the tine and effort
to carefully assess our prograns and they have
chosen to support our work because the scope and
scal e of our social services. W help over 17,000
men, wonen and children a year in the greater
Bri dgeport area.

For those who don't know rmuch about
us, Life Bridge is a nonprofit social service

agency that has served the greater Bridgeport
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community for over 167 years. Mst of the people
we serve live at or below the federal poverty

| evel and are chall enged by a range of conpl ex
soci al , econom c and heal th issues.

We hel p them by providing the
ener gency assistance, financial education, basic
literacy, work skills training and/or nental
heal th services they need to becone nore self
sufficient and financially secure. W do this
with services that are delivered through four
prograns, econom c enpowernent, behavi oral health,
yout h services and social enterprises.

Qur years of service have brought
wth it an appreciation for the challenges this
communi ty faces and the inportance of seizing
opportunities to i nprove the social and econonic
quality of life in Bridgeport. PSEG s new pl ant
represents an investnent in Bridgeport at a scope
and scale that is all too rare.

It would substantially increase tax
revenue that is urgently needed to provide
essenti al education and social services. It would
create additional jobs and generate new and
expanded opportunities for |ocal businesses. The

community environnental benefits agreenent that

17
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t hey have undertaken will provide funding for

envi ronnental inprovenent projects, encourage

i nvestment in renewabl e energy projects and w ||
engage the wider community in coll aborative
efforts to participate in all of the opportunities
associated with the new pl ant.

Bri dgeport needs responsi bl e
corporate citizens |like PSEG who are willing to
invest in our commnity and we urge you to give
positive consideration to this very inportant
pr oj ect .

THE VI CE CHAl RMVAN:  Thank you. Dan
Mcl nerney to be foll owed by Paul Tinpanelli.

DAN Mcl NERNEY: Good evening. M
nane is Dan Mclnerney. |'mhere this evening to
speak on behalf of the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Wrkers, Local Union 488. W take
pride in supporting projects that are in the best
Interests of the communities that we live in and
work in, and this is nost certainly one of those
pr oj ects.

New England will be in need of new
sources of power with the recent wave of
generation stations being retired. The new

Bri dgeport Harbor station conbi ned-cycle
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powerplant wll help alleviate sone of that need
by produci ng nearly 485 negawatts of electricity
to the region.

Thi s new powerplant will enpl oy
hundreds of union craftsnman who take professional
satisfaction in bringing construction projects in
on time and on budget with the hi ghest degree of
skill in the industry. A look at all of the
construction projects we have done under project
| abor agreenents in Bridgeport prove that. Every
school project, Bass Pro Shop, all done on tine,
on budget.

Each union trade has it's own
apprenticeship to offer | ocal nen and wonen the
opportunity to learn a trade and beconme a skilled
tradesperson. W are totally self funded and do
not cost taxpayers one dine for the educati on we
offer in teaching or apprenticeship prograns.

What we offer is an opportunity to earn a decent

wage to support their famlies, health insurance

and a defined benefit plan so they can retire with

dignity.
W live and pay taxes in the areas
where we work, our children go to the | oca

schools and we give back to the areas we live in

19
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by volunteering and hel ping fund | ocal prograns.
The I nternational Brotherhood of Electrical
Wrkers is comritted to the communities that they
work in, and what we mean by that is that the
menbers that live in those areas go to work first
I n those areas.

This generation station, or this
generating station, which is one of the cl eanest
t echnol ogi es available, will also give Bridgeport
a new source of tax revenue which it is in need
of , and pernanent jobs when the new plant is
fini shed and becones operational. A
state-of-the-art electricity generating facility
built by highly skilled craftsnen of the Fairfield
County building trades, including the IBEW is
anot her step forward in devel opi ng Bri dgeport.

Thank you.

THE VI CE CHAl RMVAN:  Thank you.

PAUL TI MPANELLI: Good eveni ng,

M. Chairman and nmenbers of the Siting Council.
My nane is Paul Tinpanelli. |It's T as in Thomas,
I, Mas in nother, P as in Peter, a-n-e-I-1I-i. I
reside at 5628 Main Street in Trunbull and ny
office is at 10 Mddle Street here in downtown

Bri dgeport.
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I|'"'mthe president and chi ef
executive officer of the Bridgeport Regi onal
Busi ness Council. The Business Council is a
900- menmber busi ness nenbershi p associ ati on, and
t hen chanber of commerce | ocated, as | indicated,
here in the dowmntown. And our mission is to act
to create an environnent here in Bridgeport and in
the region for jobs growth and econom c expansi on.

H storically our organization has
wor ked very closely with the City of Bridgeport in
a public-private partnership on a nunber of
econom ¢ devel opnent rel ated projects and pl ans
over the last 30 years or so. Currently for
exanple, we partially serve as the Cty's business
recruitment and retention armand we al so serve as
t he project manager for the so-called
eco-technology park in the west end of the city, a
geography in which we've recruited ei ght
envi ronnental renedi ation rel ated busi nesses over
the last 15 nonths in a project that currently has
four alternative green energy initiatives
under way.

And we've recently devel oped the
| argest fuel cell in the Western Hem sphere in the

city of Bridgeport, all projects which are hel ping
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to turn this city into a clear, greener place and
nore inviting for a business | ocation.

' m here toni ght representing over
900 busi nesses to speak on behalf of PSEG s
petition to devel op and operate the proposed
485- megawatt plant in the south end of the city.
We believe clearly that this project is in the
best interests of the Gty of Bridgeport and its
resi dents and busi nesses.

This $550 mlIlion capital
I nvest ment cones along with significant economc
and environnental benefits to the Gty and its
residents. As you know, it's one of the poorest
cities, not only in the state of Connecticut, but
in the East Coast. And the residents clearly are
deserving of greater resources, and this plant
wll help to provide those greater resources as
well as cleaner air, which is also a great desire
and need in this city.

For 350 construction jobs and 20
added pernanent jobs at the end of the project are
a boon to the | ocal econony and a city that is in
need of continuing expansion of its good payi ng
jobs environnent, in a city that particularly,

generally and historically is a higher percentage

22
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of unenpl oyed than nost cities of its kind, or of
Its size in the state of Connecti cut.

The business council is
particularly pleased with this proposal and the
commtnent of PSEG as it relates to the negoti at ed
communi ty environnental benefits agreenent which
has been nentioned by previ ous speakers, which now
mtigates the concerns that have been expressed by
sone residents, nmaximzes it's econom c i npact and
provi des added environnental benefits to a city
that is becom ng one of the greenest cities in the
nati on.

The comunity, including the
regi onal business community, is particularly
pl eased with PSEG that PSEGw Il retire the
exi sting plant by June of 2021, and in addition
wll create a 2 mllion-dollar fund to support
envi ronnental inprovenent projects wthin the
regi on.

PSEG deserves our recognition and
t hanks for this effort, and the people of the city
of Bridgeport will clearly be benefited by its
corporate citizenship. And we thank you for this
opportunity.

THE VI CE CHAl RMVAN:  Thank you.
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Wth that we have exhausted the
names that were on two lists. |Is there anyone

el se who's here who feels they shoul d speak?

If not, then I"mgoing to -- oh,
sorry.

DUANE GATES: Good eveni ng ny nane
I's Duane Gates, G a-t-e-s. |'ma business

representative for the Qperati ng Engi neers Local
478, based in Handen. W run all the heavy
equi pnent. | amnot a local resident. | live in
Deep River, but | represent several nenbers that
live in the Bridgeport community.

| stand here tonight in favor of
this project, not only for creating jobs for our
sisters and brothers that work in this area, that
live in this area, but about the benefits that
PSEG has provided to the community, the
environnental, the noney towards the different
funds. That's very inportant to ne, not because
it's jobs. Jobs are very inportant to ne al so,
but what they want to do for this community.

You have a very nice project being
built right now over there at Steel pointe with
private and public noney that | ooks beautiful and

It's going to continue to grow. But | ooking

24
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across the river there, you' re |l ooking at an
eyesore there. Wth the new plant and taking the
old one down it's only going to benefit the
communi ty.

More people are going to come to
Bri dgeport for tourism which is going to generate
noney. So |I'min favor 100 percent. | can't say
any nore, but thank you very nuch for your tine.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you. Anyone

el se?

(No response.)

THE VI CE CHAI RMAN. Hearing no one
else, I'll close this public coment session of

this hearing and announce that this, the
evidentiary hearing may have finished this
afternoon. There are to be sone late files and
there's a possibility that there will be anot her
hearing. So the evidentiary hearing is
tentatively schedul ed for Tuesday, June 7th at
1 pm at the Council offices in New Britain, if
necessary.

Just for the record, 1'd like to
rem nd that anyone who has not becone a party or
an intervener, but who desires to nake his or her

views known to this Council may file a witten
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statement with the Council wthin 30 days of the
date hereof, and that's true of anyone here or any
of your neighbors or friends.

The Council, assum ng that the
matt er has been concluded, w il issue draft
findings of facts, and thereafter parties and
i ntervenors may identify errors or inconsistencies
bet ween the Council's draft findings of fact and
the record. However, once this hearing has been
closed to evidence there will be no new
i nformati on or no new evi dence and no further
argunents. And no reply briefs wthout the
perm ssion of this Council will be considered by
t he Council .

Copi es of the transcript of this

hearing this evening will be filed with the
Bri dgeport City Cerk's. | thank everyone for
bei ng here this evening. | declare the hearing

adj ourned. Thank you again for your participation
and attendance. And drive safely. And | guess
nmost of you will get hone before a nunber of us
counci | menbers do.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

were concluded at 7:32 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 26 pages
are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of my original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: Petition No. 1218,
PETI TI ON FROM PSEG POVNER CONNECTI CUT, LLC, FOR A
DECLARATORY RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE OF
ENVI RONMENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED | S
REQUI RED FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND
OPERATI ON OF A NEW 485 MEGAWATT DUAL FUEL
COMBI NED- CYCLE ELECTRI C GENERATI NG FACI LI TY AT THE
EXI STI NG BRI DGEPORT HARBOR STATI ON LOCATED AT 1
ATLANTI C STREET, BRI DGEPORT, CONNECTI CUT, whi ch
was hel d before JAMES J. MJRPHY, Vice Chairnman, at
t he Bridgeport Cty Hall, Council Chanbers, 45
Lyon Terrace, Bridgeport, Connecticut, My 5,
2016.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857
Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Comm ssi on Expires: 6/30/2020
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