STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ect.gov
www.ct.gov/esc

August 26, 2016

TO: Parties and Intervenors Q)
FROM: Melanie Bachman, Acting Executive Dir_ector\’\
RE: PETITION NO. 1247 — C-TEC Solar, LLC petition for 2 declaratory ruling that

no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the
proposed construction, maintenance,. and opetaton of a 3.75 MW solar
photovoltaic electric generating facﬂ1ty located at 1 Ballard Road, Thompson,
Connecticut. :

. Comments have been received from Department of Transportatton dated August 22, 2016. A copy
of the comments is attached for your review.

o Council Members
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.O, BOX 317546
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Phone!
Ms. Melanie Bachman August 22, 2016
Acting Executive Director ' ' '
Connecticut Siting Council o m 26 EJY, %W
Ten Franklin Square o ) K
New Britain, CT 06051 AUG 26 2016
@nnectic:ﬁ? éiting Council

Dear Ms. Bachman:

Subject: Petition No. 1247
‘Solar Panel Facility
1 Ballard Road
Town of Thompson

The Department of Transportation has reviewed the above-mentioned Petition and offers the
following comment,

- The proposed project may result with associated work within state right of way including but not
limited to overhead or underground utility work from Route 193 to the project site. Therefore, C-TEC may
be required to attain a permit pursnant to the Highway Encroachment Permit Regulations in conjunction
- with the Connecticut General Statues prior to performing any work within the state highway right of way.
The District 2 Permit Office will need to review three complete sets of construction plans which show all
work within the state highway right of way, ali site work, any required casements and standard details for

highway construction prior to issuing the encroachment permit,

The District 2 Permit Office will determine the bond amount, insurance coverage, maintenance

‘and protection of traffic, inspection, roadway restoration and pavement restoration requirements. Please
see attached 10.0.T. Screening Check List. '

Should you have any further questions, please contact, Ms, Latoya Smith, Utility Engineer
(Utilities), at (860) 594-2533.

Very truly yours,
77

%5/’& , / ./-/)/' 74
Sohrab Afrazi, )
Transportatign Principal E{gincer

Enclosure ' Bureau of Engineering and Construction

An Egual Opporiunity Employer
Printed an Flecycied or Recavared Paper




e 5 1 ' xﬁ S ’ r."-?""i‘i. .- _- i -.'\'...:':"-'_l':.:_.
STATE OF CON -""I’ *"’U*‘rhx‘-&‘
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL '

Ton Pranklin Square, Now Brisaln, CT 06051 . .
phdner (860).827.2035 Paxs (340) §29.2950 . . . ’
HeMollt sitingcouncli@et.goy . .o~ .
Wil aowlen T

.. Screening Checldist ) o
Connecticut Depariment of Transportation ‘
Potential Transportation Infrastrueture Impacts S
_ Conneoticui Siting Coyneil Pefition # {247 - . '
ocggon P4 Py bacd Road '
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1." Ya the proposed facility abuttmg the right-of-way of a State mamtained hi ghway?

© N’O .
Yes Specify the locatlon and show location on a detail sute plan,

2, Is access for constmctmn and maintenance of the proposed faocilify needed dlrectly from a
State maintained highway,

0 E : : o
27 Yo~ Identify specify needsand acoess location,

. 3, Isthe proposed facility within or abutting a State owned Railroad Right-of Way?

No
— Yos-Please provide an atea and site plan, '
4, 1s the plopose.d faollity within a two mile fadius of any Jands classified as pxeservcd scenic
Jand Jn accordance with CGY Seotion 13a-85a, “Acquisition of land "adjacent to state
highways for preservation and enhancement of scenio beanty and development of rest and

reoreation areas”, or any designated scenio road in accordance with CGS Section 13b-31¢, -
*Designation of scenio roads™?

_\&No

. Yes
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spacefagricultural. As such, the development of the Project will result in immediate benefits to
the Town of Thompson without burdening Town resources,
B, Project Deseription

The Project consists of the installation of 11,200 photovoltaic modules, associated ground
e e U

cquipment, an ancillary building, an access road, and an electrical interconnection. It is

anticipated that the Project will have an anticipated useful lifc of 25 years, It should be noted that
e ———— e

e s,
——

the Project location is remote as it relates to roads and neighbors and is surrounded by natural

e e —

barricrs, such that its requirements lor new fencing and g now gate are only along the entrance to

Thompson Road. An existing gated access off of Ballard Road will have similar, adjoining

P

fencing to discourage unawthorized enltry to the Property. The Projeet will have minimal visual
impact from the road, The Projeet operates stlently and exclusively uses sunlight as fuel,
1. The Equipment |
'The current configuration of Project equipment is listed in the Environmental
Assessmont, As Project development continues, the final types of cquipment may vary from the
current configuration, but will be substantiatly similar,

2 Access Road

The Property will be accessed from Thompson Road (Rte. £93), C-TRC will wtilize an existing

— i,

gravel and sand driveway for aceess during constraction and operation of the Project, Mn,

the existing gated fence along Thompson Road will be improved.
T - il

3. Ground Equipment
An clectrieal collector will be constructed on the Property. At the point of common coupling
with versource, C-TEC will provide a utility-class circuit breaker, equipped with a

multifunctional relay, to serve as the Interconnection Interruption Device, State-of-the-art anti-




operative, noisc levels at nearby property lines and/br residences would not change substantially
and continue to be well below applicable criteria (estimated at 28 o 45 dBA).
"N, Lighting

No artificial lighting exists ‘al the Prop(;rly today and no such lighting is planned to bd
installed.

0, Other Surrounding Features

The locations of non-residential development and other resources within two miles of the
Property are listed in the Envitonmental Assessment, p.18, Table 3 axl depicted on
Environmenial Assessmenl, p,19, Figure 4,

P, Lo¢al, State and Federal Land Use Plans

The Project is consistent with focal, State, and Federal land use plans, including the 2010-
2020 Town of Thompsen Plan for Conseryation and Development (TPCD) which outlines the
need for expanding "the use of ;Sllotovoltaic panéls...&t Town owned facilities, private businesses
and residential dwbll{tlgs”. TPCD statos that "over reliance on fossil fuels is acknowledged to ‘l.)c
a substantial problem for Thompson, and society in general and is likely to remain a problem in
the near future”, This Project will support TPCD's policies and strategies by developing a
renewable energy resource while not having a substantial adverse cnvirbnmenlai ¢ffect.

Q.. Roads

"The existing access drive originating off ‘Thompson Road (Rie, 193) will be used during

bbbt e s,

R et e e ey
e

construction and for permanent access to maintaity and monitor the Project. Minimal upgrades

would be required Lor the access roud. Developing a stable gravel apron, regrading/reestablishing

select arcas along the existing access drive and the installation of one (1), 16-foot-wide, chain

et ot R

link seourity access gate south of the interseotion of Thompson Road is all that would be

25




required. A'secondary access road is located to the southeast of the Project on Ballard Road. ’l‘his

- P SRR : et

access road would nol bc used in association with the Pro_lcct but will continue to be used by the

— . i, .

s ——— b e B

propcrty owner for access to pornons oI‘ thc Property. The ex:slmg secumty gate wﬂl bc upgraded

lo one s:milar lo the proposed gatc on'T hmnpson Roml Durmg mmtruoﬂon, tcmpor'wy interior

ﬁeld roads would be uscd to access constructton locations.

R, Rare Species

No tave species will be impacted by the Project, Ina .lun.w 6, 2016 letter, CTDEREP
confirmed that they "do nol anficipate negative impacts to State-listed species (RCSA Sce. 26-
300) résulling from your proposed activity at the sitc based upon the information contained
within the NDDB." Séc Epvironmenlai Assessment, Appendix F, |

S, Northern Long-cared Bal

One federally-listed thyeatened speeies is known .lo oceur in the vicinity of the Property,
the northern long-cared bat (*NLEB"; Myotis septentrionaiis). NLEB range encompasses (he
enfite State of Conniecticut. Suitable NLEB roost habitat includes trees (live, dying, dead, or
© snag) with a diameler at breast helght ("DBH") of three (3) inches or greater. ‘The proposed
Prc_)ject; will result in the fcn*.ovai of trees greater than three (3) inches DBH. Therefore, since
NLEB potentially occurs in the vicinity of the Propertly, the Property supports poiontial habitat
for NLEB and the proposed activity may poientially impact its habltat, a determipation of
compliance with Scction 10 of the ESA is required, The NLED areas of concern in Cotinecticut
to assist with Federal Endangered Species Aot Compliance map (February 1, 2016) was
:'cvic;ved {o determinie the locations of any known maternity roost trees or hibernaculum. This
map reveals that there are currently no known NLEB nmtcrniiy roost trees in Connecticut, The

nearcst NLIZB habitat resourcoe to the Project Area ig located in East Granby approximately 43
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