HEARING NOTICE


Pursuant to the provisions of General Statutes ( 16-50g and Section 16-50j-21 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, notice is hereby given that the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) will conduct public hearings regarding an application by Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC (Algonquin) submitted to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to construct a Natural Gas Compressor Station in the Town of Oxford and a Natural Gas Meter Station in the Town of Brookfield.  Both proposed facilities are associated with the “Ramapo Expansion Project”, an upgrade of an existing natural gas pipeline in Rockland County, New York.  
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has exclusive jurisdiction over the proposed project.  The purpose of the hearing is to gather evidence regarding the proposed project that will allow the Council to make recommendations to FERC.  FERC encourages the applicants to cooperate with agencies, such as the Council, regarding the siting of pipeline facilities, environmental mitigation, and construction procedures.  FERC alone will decide whether there is a need for the proposed compressor station, and whether this project or another one can best provide that service.  FERC has not asked the Council to review those issues.  

The proposed location of the Algonquin Natural Gas Meter Station in the Town of Brookfield is at the existing Iroquois Gas Transmission System L.P. property off High Meadow Road.  The proposed location of the Algonquin Natural Gas Compressor Station in the Town of Oxford is at either the Pilot’s Mall property off of Oxford Airport Access Road or within the proposed Woodruff Hill Industrial Park.

The Council will conduct a public hearing session for the Algonquin Natural Gas Meter Station in Brookfield on Tuesday, May 9, 2006, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Brookfield High School Auditorium, 45 Longmeadow Hill Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, and thereafter as necessary.  A public field review will be conducted of the proposed site, beginning at 3:00 p.m., on Tuesday, May 9, 2006.  

The Council will conduct a public hearing session for the Algonquin Natural Gas Compressor Station in Oxford on Thursday, May 11, 2006, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the S.B. Church Memorial Town Hall, 486 Oxford Road, Oxford, Connecticut, and thereafter as necessary.  A public field review will be conducted of the proposed site(s), beginning at 1:30 p.m., on Thursday, May 11, 2006 at the Pilot’s Mall property off of Oxford Airport Access Road.  
The 6:30 p.m. hearing sessions will be reserved for the public to make brief statements into the record.

Cross-examination of parties and intervenors will take place in New Britain on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 and continue on Wednesday, May 31, 2006, if necessary, at the Central Connecticut State University, Institute of Technology and Business Development, Room 309 (Stanley Room), 185 Main Street, New Britain, Connecticut.  The applicant will be allowed a final rebuttal. 

Applicable law for this proceeding includes the Public Utility Environmental Standards Act, General Statutes ( 16-50g, et seq., and Sections 16-50j-1 through 16-50v-la of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.


The Council requests that all testimony and exhibits are to be pre-filed with the Council by interested parties by May 18, 2006.  In accordance with the State Solid Waste Management Plan, the Council requests that all filings be submitted on recyclable paper, primarily regular weight white office paper.  Please avoid using heavy stock paper, colored paper, and metal or plastic binders and separators.


Individuals are encouraged to participate through their elected officials.


Any person may file a written statement with the Council at the hearing or any time up to 15 days thereafter.  Such statements will become part of the record.  No written statement or any other material, evidence, or other information will be accepted from any person after 15 days following the close of the hearing, except as otherwise prescribed by law or the Council.


A verbatim transcript of the hearing sessions will be made and deposited with the Oxford Town Hall for the convenience of the public.


Requests for information in alternative formats or for sign-language interpreter services must be submitted in writing by April 28, 2006.


The applicant in this proceeding is represented by the following:


Applicant
Represented by
	Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC
	Anthony M. Fitzgerald, Esq.

Carmody & Torrance LLP

195 Church Street

New Haven, CT  06509-1950

Thomas L. Stanton, Jr.

Duke Energy Gas Transmission 

Waltham Woods Corporate Center

890 Winter Street, Suite 300

Waltham, MA  02451





Any material regarding this proceeding will be available at the Council’s office during office hours at 10 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut, (860) 827-2935. The Council has assigned this application petition no. 757A.  

April 18, 2006
Connecticut Siting Council
