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Opinion
On April 30, 2004, Sprint Spectrum, L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS (Sprint) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunications facility located at 389 Forbes Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut.  Sprint is seeking to replace an existing Sprint facility on an adjacent parcel at 401-411 Forbes Avenue that was condemned by the Department of Transportation for a highway reconstruction project.  The purpose of the proposed facility is to provide continuous service on Interstate 95 and provide enhanced coverage in the Townsend Avenue area of New Haven.

Sprint proposes to construct a 70-foot monopole and associated compound on a 0.26-acre parcel under development as a gas station/convenience store.  The tower and compound area will be located in a paved, open area in the southwest corner of the parcel.  No landscaping is proposed.  Underground utilities would be established from a utility pole on Forbes Avenue.  The tower would be designed to support the antennas of two additional carriers and a 30-foot extension if additional tower height is needed in this location for additional carriers.  
The tower setback radius extends onto the abutting Fucci Property west of the site by 29 feet.  A two story building on the Fucci property containing storefronts and four apartments is within the setback radius.  The applicant is unable to relocate the tower to any other location on the property due to the gas station development plan.  The Council will order the inclusion of a tower yield point at a height of 40 feet above ground level in the development and management plan to prevent the tower from extending onto the Fucci Property in the event of a tower failure.   
The site is in a heavily developed area adjacent to Interstate 95.  Land use in the immediate area consists of industrial, commercial, and residential.  The residential areas are located primarily north and south of the site.  Although the tower and compound will be visible or partially visible from residences in the immediate surrounding area, the tower is in context with area land use.  The height of the proposed monopole will only be sixteen feet higher than the previous Sprint facility at 401-411 Forbes Avenue.  The previous facility was on a 48-foot sign with a ground elevation six feet higher than the present proposed site.  The Council does not believe the additional sixteen feet of height of the proposed facility would be obtrusive to area residents.    
Development of the site would not affect any wetlands or watercourses, vegetation, or any rare, endangered, or special concern species.  The proposed facility would have no effect on archaeological or historic resources.   
The radio frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed tower and off-site receptors would be well below federal and state standards for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be remodeled in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower.

Based on the record in this proceeding, we find that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, we will issue a Certificate to Sprint for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 70-foot monopole telecommunications facility at 389 Forbes Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut. 








