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The Marcus Group, LLC applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) on March 4, 2003, for the construction, operation and maintenance of a proposed telecommunications facility in Manchester, Connecticut.  The proposed facility, at one of two proposed sites at 1027 Middle Turnpike East, would provide wireless telecommunications service to existing coverage gaps identified by Cellco Partnership d/b/a as Verizon Wireless (Cellco) along Route 6/44 and local roads in the Manchester area.  The Council and its staff held a hearing on this docket in Manchester on May 7, 2003.  On the same day, Council and staff conducted a field review of the proposed sites, which are on property owned by Urban Realty.  Council members observed balloons flown at the proposed and alternate sites from the property of Urban Realty and adjacent landowner Robert D. Harrison, as well as from nearby roads.

The undeveloped property consists of a 7.9-acre L-shaped parcel containing an open field, a wetland, and wooded areas.  The property is located in a residential area and abuts Route 6/44 to the north. Approximately forty residential properties are located within 1,000 feet of the proposed sites.  

The prime site is located in the central portion of the parcel bordering an open field to the southeast.  A wooded area is present to the north and east.  A row of large pine trees borders the site to the west.  Tree heights in the site area reach approximately 75 feet.  The tower setback radius extends onto an adjacent residential property to the south by 107 feet.  To address concerns regarding the tower setback radius, Marcus relocated the prime site to the east along the northern edge of the field.  The tower setback radius at the relocated prime site would be contained entirely within the site parcel. 

The alternate site is located in the western portion of the parcel.  The site borders a woodland and wetland to the east, an open area to the north and a strip of trees and shrubs to the west and south.  Tree heights in this area reach approximately 65 feet.  The tower setback radius would extend to the west onto a residential property owned by Robert D. Harrison by 103 feet and onto a second residential property by 98 feet.

The Council recognizes the need for a facility in this area; however, the Council believes a tower at either of the proposed sites would have a detrimental effect on the surrounding residential neighborhood, particularly to homes along Middle Turnpike East, approximately 500 feet south of the prime site.  Due to the prime site’s location adjacent to an open field, five homes would have full views of the tower and compound.  An additional fourteen homes in the surrounding neighborhood would have views of the tower above the treeline.  Although more vegetation shields the alternate site, twelve homes in the immediate area would have views of the tower.  The alternate site tower would also encroach upon two residential properties.  The Council believes a suitable site for a telecommunication facility that meets coverage objectives and that is acceptable from both an environmental and visual perspective exists on commercial property along Route 6 or on Town owned property in the vicinity of the proposed sites. 

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the visual effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed prime and alternate sites, are disproportionate when compared to need, are in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are sufficient reason to deny this application without prejudice.  Therefore, we will not issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed prime or alternate sites at 1027 Middle Turnpike East in Manchester.
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