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LA20-1 In this comment letter, Suffolk County has provided comments on three 

items:  Broadwater’s supplemental comments on the draft EIS, the draft 
EIS, and the public review process for the draft EIS.  Regarding the first 
item, we do not consider it appropriate for us to respond to comments 
directed to Broadwater.  Further, the comments provided on the draft EIS in 
this letter essentially reiterate the comments presented in one of Suffolk 
County’s earlier letters and do not raise any new issues.  We have 
addressed those previous comments in our responses to Letter LA-1.  Our 
response to the county’s comments on the public review process for the 
draft EIS is presented below.   
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LA20-2 In January 2007, we held public meetings as a courtesy to the public, 

allowing them an opportunity to provide both verbal and written comments 
on the draft EIS.  This was an additional opportunity for the public because 
we were accepting all written comments on the draft EIS sent to FERC.  
Public comment meetings are not a requirement of NEPA, but FERC 
conducts them whenever possible to provide an additional opportunity for 
public input.  Due to the large number of participants, one of the meeting 
venues did not have adequate capacity within the main seating area.  
However, we held three other public meetings, including one at Smithtown 
High School in Suffolk County, and each of those facilities had sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the participants.  Similar meetings were held 
during the scoping process, including one at Wading River, and no 
problems were encountered.   

In total, we held nine public meetings for the Project and only one 
experienced difficulties.  Due to a time limit for use of the auditorium, 
some of those wishing to provide verbal comments were not able to do so.  
Those who did not have the opportunity to speak had the opportunity to 
leave their written comments with us.  Further, as noted above, we accepted 
all written comments on the draft EIS beyond the already extended 
comment period.  Therefore, an additional public meeting was not 
necessary and we do not believe that anyone was denied an opportunity for 
comment.  
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LA21-1 The towns of Riverhead and Southhold have provided comments on 

Broadwater's supplemental comments on the draft EIS.  In this letter, the 
towns have not provided any comments directly related to the draft EIS.  
Therefore, we have not provided responses in addition to those presented 
for comments presented in Letter LA-19.   
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This letter from Suffolk County is in response to Broadwater’s application 
to NYSOGS for an easement for the proposed Project.  We do not consider 
it appropriate for us to respond to comments directed to Broadwater.  In 
this letter, Suffolk County has not provided any comments directly related 
to the EIS; therefore, we have not provided responses in addition to those 
for comments presented in Letter LA-1.  In responses to comments LA22-2 
and LA22-3, we have responded to issues raised regarding information in 
the GAO Report (GAO 2007) and the New York State Office of Homeland 
Security report entitled Focus Report:  Maritime Terrorist Threat.   
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LA22-2 The findings of the GAO Report (GAO 2007) indicate that the primary 

hazard to the public would be heat from a fire and that 11 of 15 responding 
experts described current methods for estimating LNG fire heat hazard 
distances as “about right” or too conservative.  The sizes of the proposed 
fixed safety and security zone around the FSRU and the proposed moving 
safety and security zone around each LNG carrier were calculated to 
protect users of the Sound from the potential effects of an LNG fire.  The 
expert consensus in the GAO Report supports the methods used to 
determine the proposed safety and security zones for the Broadwater 
facilities.  Although the GAO Report suggested that further study of the 
consequences of a large release of LNG to water should be conducted, it 
also endorsed the use of current modeling methods.    

The GAO expert panel agreed that cascading failure is an area with a need 
for future research.  Regardless of the specific mechanics, likelihood, and 
number of tanks involved in cascading failures, the GAO panel of experts 
agreed (12 of 16 responders) that the consequences of cascading LNG tank 
failures would increase the estimated hazard distances by 20 to 30 percent.  
Broadwater’s selection of an offshore location, 9 miles from the Long 
Island shoreline and 10 miles from the Connecticut shoreline, provides a 
large safety buffer in excess of any inherent uncertainty in modeling 
potential LNG spills, including cascading tank failure scenarios.   
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LA22-3 We have provided information regarding the Focus Report:  Maritime 

Terrorist Threat in Section 3.10.8 of the final EIS.    
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LA23-1 This letter from the Town of Riverhead is in response to Broadwater’s 

application to NYSOGS for an easement for the proposed Project.  We do 
not consider it appropriate for us to respond to comments directed to 
Broadwater.  In this letter, the Town has not provided any comments 
directly related to the EIS that are different from those presented in its 
previous letter (Letter LA-19).  Therefore, we have not provided responses 
in addition to those for Letter LA-19.  
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