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Organizations and Companies Comments 
 

According to the LISS (2006), more than 150,000 pounds of nitrogen are 
discharged each day from wastewater treatment plants which results in 
approximately 40 percent of the total nitrogen that makes its way into the 
Sound.  While efforts to reduce this load have been successful, this source 
is still the main contributor to nitrogen loading in the waters of the Sound.  
Nitrous oxides or "NOx" is the collective term for a group of highly 
reactive gases containing variable amounts of nitrogen and oxygen (e.g., 
nitric oxide "NO" and nitrogen dioxide "NO2") and are produced when fuel 
is burned at high temperatures.  It is estimated that 527 tons of NOx per 
year would be emitted during the operation of the Project, including 
emissions from the FSRU, support tugs, LNG carriers etc.  In comparison, 
coal-fired power plants emit approximately 20,000 tons per year of NOx.  
To the extent that some of the existing power plants convert from other 
fossil fuels to natural gas, it is possible that the NOx contribution from 
combustion engines related to operation activities would be outweighed by 
the benefits of increased "clean" fossil fuel that would be brought to the 
region by the implementation of this Project. 

Section 3.9.1 and Appendix K (General Conformity) of the final EIS 
provide updated information on Project-related air emissions based on 
updated air dispersion modeling which includes emissions from both the 
FSRU and the LNG carriers.  The modeling protocol for the current air 
dispersion analysis was approved by both the NYSDEC and the USEPA in 
2007.  All air pollutant emission calculations prepared by Broadwater are 
included in the most updated version of Resource Report 9, which is 
publicly available on the FERC docket.  The air dispersion modeling is also 
available on the FERC docket. 

Section 3.9.1 and Appendix K (General Conformity) of the final EIS 
provide updated information on Project-related air emissions.  This 
information has been reviewed by the pertinent federal and state regulatory 
agencies. 
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OC30 – Friends for the Bay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC30-1 Section 3.0 of the final EIS has been updated to address technical concerns 

identified by these experts, particularly Sections 3.1 and 3.3.  In addition, 
we met with the experts to discuss their concerns, and a summary of their 
technical comments and our responses is provided in Table 2.2-5 
(Appendix N in this final EIS). 

 
 
 
 
OC30-2 The final EIS has been updated to reflect recent literature and field study 

results and the local technical expertise offered by a wide variety of 
representatives of resource agencies (federal, state, and local), 
organizations, academia, and the public.   

 
 
 
 
OC30-3 An estimated 350,000 cubic yards of sediment would be disturbed during 

pipeline installation.  As identified in Section 3.1.2.2 of the final EIS, we 
have included a recommendation that Broadwater actively backfill the large 
majority, if not all, of the trench with the native sediment excavated from 
the trench.  Backfilling methods and post-construction success would be 
developed in coordination with federal and state resource agencies.    
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OC30 – Friends for the Bay 
 

 
OC30-4 As discussed in response to comment LA15-6, LNG carriers are not 

expected to discharge ballast water into Long Island Sound because they 
would arrive in Long Island Sound laden with cargo (see Section 3.2.3.2 of 
the final EIS).  In the unlikely event that a carrier did discharge ballast 
water, the discharge would be conducted in accordance with federal and 
international regulations.  These regulations include EPA’s pending ballast 
water measures for foreign vessels, to be enacted in 2008, that are intended 
to minimize potential impacts of invasive species.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
OC30-5 Section 3.3.2.2 of the final EIS discusses entrainment and impingement 

impacts and measures to minimize impacts of the FSRU water intakes, such 
as locating the water intakes at a water depth with relatively low densities 
of ichthyoplankton (approximately the mid-depth of the water column), and 
limiting the water intake velocity (0.5 foot per second or less).    

 
 
 
 
 

As discussed in Section 4.0, the final EIS evaluates a wide variety of 
alternatives to the proposed Broadwater Project that could provide 
projected natural gas and other energy demands of the New York City, 
Long Island, and Connecticut markets.  

OC30-6 
 
 
 
OC30-7 The number of LNG terminals needed to meet the nation’s energy supply is 

not relevant to the assessment of a project that proposes to meet the energy 
demand of the Connecticut, Long Island, and New York City region.    

 
 
OC30-8 Impacts to and potential conflicts among users of the Sound are discussed 

throughout the EIS and the WSR (Appendix C of the final EIS), especially 
in Sections 3.5.5.1, 3.5.5.2, 3.6.8, and 3.7.1.4 of the final EIS.  As 
described in Section 3.5.2.2 of the final EIS, the Broadwater Project would 
not serve as a stimulus for future offshore industrialization of the Sound.  

 
 
 
 
OC30-9 Section 3.11 of the final EIS discusses the cumulative impacts of recent, 

current, and reasonably foreseeable projects that potentially affect the 
Project area.   

 
 
 
OC30-10 As stated in Section 3.6.6 of the final EIS, construction and operation of the 

proposed Broadwater Project likely would result in an increase in regional 
economic activity and tax revenue.  Operational costs are to be borne, 
largely, by Broadwater and the Coast Guard.  A Cost-Sharing Plan would 
be developed in cooperation with local governments, as described in 
Section 3.10.6 of the final EIS.
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As noted in the response to comment OC30-13, the draft and final EISs 
were based on a scientific analysis of information for existing conditions 
and followed accepted procedures for federal EISs.  We solicited and 
received input and review from our federal and state cooperating agencies.  
We addressed each potential impact of the Project openly and 
comprehensively, without regard to what negative or positive comments we 
might receive.   

The final EIS has been updated to address public concerns, including 
comments on the purpose and need (Section 1.1), alternatives (Section 4.0), 
and cumulative impacts (Section 3.11).  

Broadwater submitted a coastal consistency certification to NYSDOS and 
to FERC that contains Broadwater's analysis of the Project's consistency 
with New York State coastal policies, including applicable policies of the 
Long Island Sound CMP and the applicable local land management plans.  
NYSDOS is responsible for determining whether the Project is consistent 
with those policies.  It is our understanding that NYSDOS will file its 
determination with FERC after the final EIS has been issued.   

The EIS was prepared by experienced scientists, engineers, planners, and 
other technical professionals in compliance with NEPA guidelines, CEQ 
regulations for implementing NEPA, and FERC’s regulations for 
implementing NEPA.  They also addressed all of the commentor’s 
concerns, as noted above.   

We may only conclude that the commentor did not carefully review the 
draft EIS since these issues are addressed in the draft and final EISs.  
Please see our responses to comments OC30-3 through OC30-11.   
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OC31 – Huntington Hospital 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC31-1 Thank you for your comments.
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OC32 – League of Women Voters of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC32-1 FERC has reviewed the December 7, 2006 testimony to the Connecticut 

LNG Task Force.  Responses to the specific technical comments by the 
experts who testified before the Connecticut LNG Task Force are provided 
in Table 2.2-5 (Appendix N in this final EIS). 
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OC32 – League of Women Voters of Connecticut, Inc.  
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OC32 – League of Women Voters of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OC32-2 The target market for the proposed Broadwater Project consists of New 

York City, Connecticut, and Long Island, not the eastern seaboard of the 
United States.  This is an important distinction when evaluating alternatives 
to the Broadwater proposal.  Alternatives must be evaluated based on their 
ability to accomplish the same objectives as the applicant’s proposal.  Since 
only one proposed LNG project, the proposed Safe Harbor Energy Project, 
is designed to service the New York City segment of the market area, all 
other proposals must be substantially modified (expanded) to achieve the 
same objective. 
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OC32 – League of Women Voters of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC32-3 We recognize that measures to reduce demand for electricity and natural 

gas can be effective and that they have been undertaken and will continue 
in the future.  As discussed in Section 1.1 of the final EIS, however, the 
demand for electricity and natural gas is expected to increase in the region 
despite those measures.   
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OC32 – League of Women Voters of Connecticut, Inc.  
 

Organizations and Companies Comments 
 

We have reviewed the information provided by the four experts and have 
included this information, as appropriate, in our analysis.  It is at least 
arguable, however, that the information provided was “essential”. 
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OC33 – Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC33-1 As discussed in our response to Dr. Tettelbach’s comment in IN40-1, 

Section 3.3.1.1 of the final EIS has been updated to discuss recent lobster 
studies in Long Island Sound.   
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OC33 – Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC33-2 Section 3.1.2 of the final EIS has been updated to incorporate comments by 

Dr. Lewis.  Our technical responses to Dr. Lewis’ concerns are provided in 
Table 2.2-5 (Appendix N in this final EIS).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As described in Section 3.2.3.2 of the final EIS, highly localized increases 
in water temperatures associated with the proposed Project would have no 
measurable influence on DO levels in the immediate vicinity of the Project, 
much less in Long Island Sound in general.  The level of oxygen dissolved 
in water is inversely related to the water temperature.  The lower the 
temperature, the more oxygen can dissolve in the water.  Heating water 
does not require a decrease in the observed oxygen levels if they are not 
already saturated.  If the DO is at saturation, the decrease would not 
approach levels of concern for biota.  Given the small area influenced and 
the small decrease in the saturation potential, we determined that this is not 
a significant factor.  Additional information on this topic is provided in our 
response to OC2-14.   

OC33-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC33-4 The Long Island Sound Study is referenced multiple times in Section 

3.2.1.of the EIS, as well as in other sections.  As indicated above, there is 
no technical basis to support the claim that that dissolved oxygen levels 
associated with operation of the proposed Project would affect the marine 
resources of Long Island Sound, much less cause mortality.   
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OC35 – Conservationists United for Long Island  
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OC35 – Conservationists United for Long Island  
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OC35 – Conservationists United for Long Island  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organizations and Companies Comments 
 N-838



OC35 – Conservationists United for Long Island  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OC35-1 As described in Section 1.3 of the final EIS, the proposed Project would be 

conducted in accordance with all federal and state regulations and permits.  
While the proposed Project would be the only LNG terminal in Long Island 
Sound, it would not be precedent setting in regard to industrialization or the 
use of public trust lands in Long Island Sound.  As described in Sections 
3.5.2, 3.5.5, 3.5.7.4, and 3.7.1.3 of the final EIS, the public land and water 
of Long Island Sound are currently used by a vast array of commercial 
endeavors including oil platforms, industrial and commercial docks, 
pipelines, submarine cables, power plants, ferries, and commercial shipping 
and fishing.  Section 3.5.7.3 of the final EIS describes the potential impacts 
of the Broadwater Project relative to the Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan.  Section 3.0, especially Section 3.10, of the final EIS 
and the WSR (Appendix C of the final EIS) in the final EIS describe the 
potential impacts associated with accidental or intentional releases of LNG.  
They conclude that the Project-specific risks, including the threat of a 
terrorist attack, would be manageable with implementation of the Coast 
Guard's recommended Project-specific mitigation measures. 
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