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On July 18, 1997, WHUS Radio (WHUS), in accordance with the provisions of General Statutes §§ 16-50g through 16-50aa applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for the issuance of a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility on the University of Connecticut (UConn) Campus, approximately 2,700 feet northwest of the intersection of North Eagleville Road and Storrs Road (Route 195), Storrs, Connecticut.  The project involves the replacement of the 212-foot guyed lattice tower with a 327-foot guyed lattice tower and the addition of a 12-foot x 30-foot equipment building. 





WHUS currently operates on a 91.7 MHz, FM frequency channel at an output of 3,160 watts.  WHUS proposes to increase the height of its FM transmitter and its station output to 4,400 watts in order to expand its service area. The increase in tower height will not only increase service area but extend their signal over geographic/topographic obstacles, resulting in greater signal clarity and quality.  With a larger service area, WHUS would be able to increase and market its radio programming to a larger population.  WHUS is a non-commercial, educational radio station which broadcasts sporting events, various music formats, and the Connecticut Radio Information System (CRIS), a non-profit reading service, as a sub-carrier of their own FM radio signal.





The proposed tower would enable other entities to share the structure including, Connecticut Public Radio, the Department of Public Safety (DPS), Bell Atlantic Mobile (BAM), and other wireless telecommunications providers.  The DPS proposes to use the WHUS/Storrs site to provide microwave links with other DPS sites and to establish reliable two way trunked radio coverage, while eliminating the need for an additional fill-in site in the Windham area.  BAM proposes to use the WHUS tower to increase cellular telephone capacity and to improve cellular coverage in the Storrs area. The Council supports the sharing of telecommunications towers and encourages UConn to consolidate other existing telecommunications facilities to alleviate the need for new towers and allow for the removal of other existing towers that may become unnecessary.





The proposed site is zoned Institutional and has been developed as a telecommunications site for decades, containing towers, earth station dishes, and associated telecommunications equipment.  No alternate sites for the proposed tower were proposed because of UConn’s practice and policy which for many decades was based on sharing the same campus site for communications towers and equipment. The only alternative technology presented involved increasing the power of the FM transmitter to 4,900 watts while maintaining the existing tower height.  The Council rejects this alternative because it would not improve coverage in areas blocked by topographic obstacles, would increase radio frequency emissions, and would reduce the ability for other entities to co-locate.


�
The proposed tower site and surrounding property do not contain inland wetlands or watercourse and the proposed project would have no effect on historic, architectural, or archaeological resources.  However, in the vicinity of the proposed site, two populations of species of Special Concern exist. To avoid disturbing these species, the Council will order a suspension of all construction during their mating season in the spring.





Visibility to the proposed tower is the most significant environmental effect associated with the proposed project.  However, the UConn campus contains many tall structures and has supported the placement of telecommunication towers and equipment at the proposed site for 25 years.  No one from UConn or the Town of Mansfield has objected to the proposed tower during this proceeding and the Town of Mansfield considers the visual impact of the proposed tower to be insignificant.  Although the siting of this facility is within the jurisdiction of the Council, the proposed tower is consistent with recent revisions to the Town of Mansfield’s Zoning Regulations.





Electromagnetic radio frequency power density levels are a concern of the Council, but the radio frequency power densities at the base of the proposed tower would be well below the 1992 American National Standards Institute standards, as adopted by the State and federal governments for radio frequency emissions.  If federal or State standards change, the Council will require that this tower be brought into compliance with such standards.





Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council  finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, we will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed site off North Eagleville Road on the UConn Campus, in Storrs, Connecticut.
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