Draft Guidelines for Rotating Images (Flash and JavaScript)

Overview

With the advent of our V3 Template Re-Design, there have been several requests for “Rotating Images”.  Rotating Images are static pictures that change on a pre-determined time interval, usually in a specific order.  There are three (3) basic ways to create Rotating Images:
1. Flash – Using Adobe (Macromedia) Flash
2. JavaScript – Creating JavaScript code

3. DSF Random Feature 
The first two methods have accessibility concerns that need to be addressed before adding them to a website.  These are outlined below:
· The State of Connecticut Accessibility Policy requires that users be able to navigate a website using only a keyboard.  The Flash object will be ignored if a user cannot mouse into the Flash area and set the focus there by clicking.  This means any links within the Flash presentation itself cannot be used unless a user utilizes a mouse.

· The State of Connecticut Accessibility Policy requires meaningful Alternative Text (ALT Text) be used with every image on a website.  With the JavaScript coding, the same ALT Text will be used for each of the rotating images.  While this does not violate the Accessibility Policy, coding in this way does diminish the effectiveness of the site for visually-impaired users.
The third method meets all Accessibility Policy requirements.
Guidelines

Please use the following Guidelines to make sure Rotating Images are properly used on State websites in the described situations:
· Rotating Images only (No Hyperlinks or User-Driven Presentations) – Use a generic ALT Text, but make the ALT Text describe the overall objective of the images.
Recommendation:  JavaScript

· Rotating Images, but all images link to the same page – Use a generic ALT Text, but make the ALT Text describe the overall objective of the images.
Recommendation:  JavaScript

· Rotating Images, but each image links to a different page – Text must be added on each graphic describing where the image links to (for sighted users).  Unless a Script is found that can include individual ALT Text for each image, the webmaster must also provide a separate HTML page with all links in the rotation and text descriptions of those links.  The Portal Management Group (PMG) will include a link to this page on the Rotating Images page that is not visible to sighted users, but will be picked up by screen readers.
Recommendation:  JavaScript

· Flash Presentation with a Final Transition to Multiple Hyperlinks – The links listed in the final transition should be available elsewhere on the page.  The Flash presentation should only be used to feature existing links on the page.


· Flash Presentation with User-Driven Actions within the Presentation – This type of presentation can ONLY be used on a State website if:

· There is an alternate means to get to the information other than the Flash Presentation itself, OR
· There is no significant use to the actions and the user’s experience will NOT be affected if they cannot take advantage of those actions.  For example, a survey CANNOT be presented in this format because the actions are significant to the user, however, a Flash Presentation which demonstrates links found elsewhere on the page with an animation or rollover effect (aesthetically changing them only) would be acceptable.
· Image Series that only change when the screen is refreshed (No Hyperlinks) – Each image must have meaningful ALT Text.
Recommendation:  DSF Random Feature

· Image Series that only change when the screen is refreshed and each image links to a different page – Each image must have meaningful ALT Text.  
Recommendation:  DSF Random Feature
For further clarification of these guidelines, or for situations not covered in the above document, please contact the Portal Management Group at pmg@ct.gov.
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