
Connect-Ability 
Steering Committee 

Youth in Transition Workgroup 
November 8, 2007 

meeting at the 
BRS New Haven office, 414 Chapel St. 

Minutes 
School to Work Transition Workgroup Vision Statement 

To provide culturally sensitive training, technical assistance and resource dissemination 
to increase: 

 work based learning opportunities, 
 the use and integration of assistive technology, 
 an understanding of federal and state benefits, 
 opportunities for mentoring, and 
 resources to address independent living. 

 
Present: Larry Carlson, Noreen Shugrue, Carol Stocks-Prandy, Jessica Veneziano, Susan 
Zimmerman, Patricia Anderson, Jo-Ellen Wickwire, Patti Clay, Khampasong Khantivong  
 
Unable to attend: Cathy Ludlum, Glendine Henry, Sarah Lourie , Anthony LaCava, 
Susan Werboff, Jane Bolles, Nikki Richer, Joyce Emmett, Walter Glomb, Carlos Colon, 
Maggie Boyce, Karen Stigliano, Arlene Lugo, Nora Bishop, Barry Rita 
 
Workgroup meeting structure  

 Workgroup held three sequential subgroups to address 2007/2008 goals 
 Subgroups consisted of baseline data, web site content and youth participation 

 
Baseline data subgroup  

 Pat Anderson discussed the beginning development of survey to schools about 
work based opportunities for students.   

 Pat will bring draft survey to this subgroup for review. 
 UConn will help instrument development, data collection and data 

dissemination. 
 Pat would like definitions of different work based options i.e., work-study, 

job shadow, informational interview, internship, etc.  All subgroup 
members are asked to forward definitions to Pat Anderson. 

 Try to gather as much baseline data as possible, but use one tool that 
might be disseminated to more than one individual at each site/school. 

 Need to find a way to find and track 504 students. 
o Disseminate a survey that is mandatory 
o Document who takes the survey 

 
• Suggested that a brochure/fact sheet be developed for schools regarding 

information related to state and federal benefits and what to keep in mind when 
you are doing transition planning. 



• Also looking for definitions of benefit programs. 
• Group discussed the lack of training available in Connecticut for transition 

consultants.  Suggested that a certificates/coursework be developed to provide 
appropriate training or additional certifications.  This was viewed as an infrastructure 
change in Connecticut. 

 
Web-site content subgroup 

• group suggested a Q&A piece to address "is a degree enough?  Is 21 enough?  Is a 
diploma/end of school enough?  Is this the end of your education?" 

• Consensus was reached to proceed with a page on a youth section with short 
profiles of the YLF team/Connect-Ability advisory group and a section for other 
students to ask questions/blog. 

• Group will continue to collect web site links that are useful for young adults and 
bring a short description about each link. 

• Susan Zimmerman will contact a possible person for the Connect-Ability video 
who has a nonvisible disability. 

 
Youth participation subgroup 

• Subgroup reviewed the proposal from Partners for Youth with Disabilities (PYD). 
• Patti will contact PYD and ask them to attend our next meeting to review the 

proposal and develop next steps. 
• Consider doing an RFP to develop integrated mentoring model in Connecticut to 

eventually develop our own Best Practices. 
• Look to family organizations and larger mentoring programs. 
• Consult with DCF and IL Centers. 

 
Next Steps 

• Full workgroup will meet in December; subgroups will meet again in January. 
 
Next Meeting 

 December 13, 2007, 9:30 a.m.-noon 
 Board Of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB), 

184 Windsor Avenue
Windsor, Connecticut  06095

  
Telephone:  860-602-4000 
           Fax:   860-602-4020 
           TDD:  860-602-4221 

 

http://www.ct.gov/besb/cwp/view.asp?a=2848&q=331440
http://www.ct.gov/besb/cwp/view.asp?a=2848&q=331440

