
 

Objective: Connect-Ability Stakeholder Education Meeting 

Meeting Date: 

& Location: 

February 21, 2008  

 Mintz & Hoke, 40 Tower Lane, Avon, CT 

Attendees: Quincy Abbot, Reggie Stankaitis (via phone), Cathy Ludlum, Kerri Fradette, Glendine 
Henry, Margarita Torres, Janette Baxter, Heather Gillette, Andrew Begin,Jim Quick, 
Frank Borres, Mary Harris, Jay Whitsett 

 
 
Action Items from Stakeholder Education Meeting 
 
Item  Action Responsibility Due 

Date 
Status 

1. Determine which keynote speakers for Summit fit 
criteria, once we have determined top 3 –set up 
conference call, or have sample of presentation.  

Workgroup Members 
Mintz & Hoke 

3/5 In Progress 

2. Draft Summit agenda Kerri 3/5 In Progress 
3. Research Tom Frann, keynote speaker, find out 

availability for Summit  
Jim Quick    3/5 In Progress 

4. Report progress for selecting Top Employers for 
Summit 

Margarita/Employer 
WG 

3/19 In Progress 

5. Contact Lisa Moody re: Governor’s participation in 
Summit 

Reggie 3/19 In Progress 

6. Find out background on Steven A. from the Able 
Lives, Inc.  

Frank Borres 2/25 Complete 

 
Workgroup Discussion: 
11:30-1:00 
Edit of CPTV, Able Lives, Inc.  

 The group reviewed the 4th episode for Able Lives, Inc. and made edit suggestions.  The episode will air 
March 20, 2008 at 9pm.  

 
1:30-3:30 
Review hidden disability Video 

 The group reviewed and approved the final edits of the video and commercial spot of Kathy Flaherty, a 
Lawyer whom lives with bi-polar disorder.  The video and commercial will be ready for release in March. 

 The group also listened to the radio spot with Mike Serrano.  The group recommended a few revisions 
for the radio spot.  Mintz and Hoke to make changes and will present the edited version to the group for 
review. 

Summit Planning 
 The Employment Summit will be held at the Convention Center on Thursday June 12, 2008.   
 The layout and design for the Summit was discussed, splitting the day in half, leading with the morning 

session agenda and the afternoon portion focused on a career fair.  Kerri will work with the Convention 
Ctr. for layout ideas.  An agenda draft will be sent to members for their review by 3/5.  

 The group would like to include Kathy Flaherty in the agenda for the Summit.  An idea was to have 
Kathy speak briefly and show her video. This idea will be worked out in the draft agenda.   

 Jim Quick agreed to be the master of ceremonies and is excited about the opportunity.  
 The group reviewed the list of potential keynote speakers for the summit that Janette researched.  The 

group agreed that the keynote speaker needs a strong tie to employment.  With this being said the 
group will review the speakers and e-mail Kerri the bottom 5 speakers that are not appropriate for the 
Summit.   



 

 Jim Quick let the group know about a potential keynote speaker Tom Fran.  The group was very 
interested in seeing if Mr. Fran was available to speak. Jim will contact Mr. Fran to see if he is 
available. 

 Our goal for this years summit is to have 500 participants with the majority being employers and state 
commissioners.  Kerri will meet w/DSS Communication Director to expand invitee list. 

 
Updates: 
          

 A Billboard, that is not on state property, has been designed and will be up for April on I-84 Hartford 
 Two other billboards are being worked on for New Haven & Fairfield area (none of the proposed 

billboards are on state property) 
 Our partnership with the Harford Business Journal allows us to be a part of their event “Best Places to 

Work in CT”.  This event is on March 25, 5:30pm. –9:30pm.  At the Cromwell Crowne Plaza. Kerri will 
send out more details as they become available, but we will have promotional materials to give out to 
employers as well as present HBJ awards to them.  There were roughly 350 employers at last year’s 
event. 

 HBJ will also send us a copy of their survey used for their event for our planning purposes.  Kerri will 
share with Employer workgroup and MIG staff for possible future use. 

 
The meeting ended at 3:30 
 
The next Stakeholder Education meeting will be on Wednesday March 19, 2008 from 1-3pm. at P & A. 
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