
STATE OF CONNECTICUT  

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 

21 Grand St reet  

Har t fo rd ,  Connec t icu t  

February  29,  2008 

 

 

H e  l  d  B e  f  o  r  e :    

ANDREW NORTON,  Chai rperson  



     2

 1 A p p  e  a  r  a  n  c  e  s :  

 2 For  the CHRO:  

 3 Commiss ioners :  

 4 ANDREW NORTON, Cha i rperson 

 5 J IMMIE GRIFFIN  

 6 EDWARD MAMBRUNO, Secre tary  

 7     *CHERYL LYNN CLARKE 

 8     *LARRY CONAWAY 

 9          *ALEXIA CRUZ 

10     *GEORGE MARSHALL 

11 *Present  v ia  te lephone.  

12  

13 Sta f f  present :  

14 ROBERT J .  BROTHERS,  JR. ,  ESQ.  

15 ROBERT ZAMLOWSKI 

16 GARY KRISCENSKI ,  Audi tor  o f  Publ ic   

17 Accounts  

18  

19 For  the Of f ice  o f  the At torney Genera l :  

20 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

21 55 Elm St reet  

22 P.O.  Box  120 

23 Har t ford ,  Connect i cut   06106 

24 By:   DAVID M.  TEED,  ESQ. 

25 Ass is tan t  At torney Genera l  
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 1 3:15 P.M.  

 2

 3 THE CHAIRPERSON:  I  w i l l

 4 convene the meet ing as Chai rperson o f  the

 5 Connect i cut  Commiss ion o f  Human Rights  and

 6 Oppor tun i t ies .   I  w i l l  convene th is  spec ia l

 7 Commiss ion meet ing ,  which i s  be ing he ld  a t

 8 our  main  o f f i ces a t  21 Grand St reet ,  Fr iday,

 9 February  29th .   And i t  was scheduled for

10 three o 'c lock .   I t  i s  now 3 :15 that  we ' re

11 convening.   And that  order  o f  bus iness,

12 hav ing been taken care o f ,  I tem 2 is  new

13 bus iness ,  d iscuss ion o f  an appoin tment  o f

14 ass is tan t  d i rec tor .

15 And I  would  l ike  to  ask the

16 Commiss ion whether  you would  l ike  to  go in to

17 execut ive sess ion.   We,  yesterday,  ob ta ined

18 permiss ion f rom the two candidates to  d iscuss

19 the i r  app l ica t ions  in  execu t ive sess ion.

20 And,  in  fac t ,  we have - -  they s igned papers

21 af f i rming tha t .   But  more par t icu lar l y ,  they

22 said  they were wi l l ing  to  have us d iscuss i t

23 in  execu t ive sess ion,  outs ide o f  pub l ic ,  w i th

24 Alex ia  and Chery l  and I  a l l  there to  hear

25 them say  that .   Is  that  r ight ,  A lex ia  and
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 1 Chery l?

 2 COMM. CRUZ:   Yes.

 3 COMM. CLARKE:   That  is

 4 cor rect .

 5 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So i f  we do

 6 obta in  a  two- th i rds  vote  o f  the seven of  us

 7 here ,  wh ich would  be f i ve  o f  us ,  we can go

 8 in to  execut ive sess ion.   Is  that  any

 9 Commiss ioner ' s  p leasure?

10 COMM. GRIFFIN:   I  move that  we

11 go in to  execu t ive sess ion.

12 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

13 Gr i f f in  mot ions fo r  execut i ve sess ion .   Is

14 there a  second?

15 COMM. MARSHALL:   Second.

16 (Of f  the  record d iscuss ion. )

17 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

18 Gr i f f in  made a mot ion to  go  in to  execut ive

19 sess ion.   Commiss ioner  Marsha l l  seconded the

20 mot ion.   The Chai r  then  ca l led for

21 d iscuss ion.   Hear ing none,  he ca l led for  a

22 vote .   A l l  those in  favor  o f  execut ive

23 sess ion say "aye. "

24 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  Aye.

25 COMM. CLARKE:   Aye.
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 1 COMM. CONAWAY:  Aye.   That ' s

 2 Larry  Conaway say ing aye.

 3 COMM. CLARKE:   Chery l  C larke

 4 say ing aye.

 5 COMM. MARSHALL:   Commiss ioner

 6 Marshal l  say ing aye.

 7 COMM. CRUZ:   A lex ia  Cruz

 8 say ing aye.

 9 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Is  there any

10 oppos i t ion to  the mot ion?  Are there any

11 abstent ions?  Two- th i rds  c lear ly  haven ' t  been

12 arr i ved a t .   We are go ing to  go in to

13 execut ive sess ion,  preserv ing the r ight  to

14 inv i te  anyone we might  need in to  that

15 execut ive sess ion a t  any po in t .

16 (Whereupon,  an execut i ve

17 sess ion was he ld . )

18 THE CHAIRPERSON:  My name is

19 Nor ton,  and I  am dec lar ing that  we ' re  back

20 in to  pub l ic  sess ion a t  3 :56 .   No  votes were

21 taken dur ing the execut ive sess ion,  a l though

22 the record should  note  that  for  a  por t ion o f

23 the execut ive  sess ion,  At to rney Dav id  Teed

24 was inv i ted in  by  the Commiss ion  to  answer

25 some quest ions.
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 1 So we are now out  o f  execut ive

 2 sess ion,  and we on ly  - -  we are s t i l l  on our

 3 order  o f  bus iness,  which is  a  d iscuss ion o f

 4 appo in tment  o f  ass is tan t  d i rec to r .

 5 Is  there  any d iscuss ion or  any

 6 mot ion o r  any th ing  to  be sa id  by  any

 7 commiss ioner?   Jus t  to  le t  you know,  I 'm the

 8 chai r .   I  guess I  don ' t  get  to  make mot ions.

 9 Is  that  r ight?

10 COMM. GRIFFIN:   Which one o f

11 these people  are  making  mot ions?

12 COMM. CLARKE:   Chery l  C lark .

13 I 'd  l i ke  to  make a  mot ion.

14 THE CHAIRPERSON:  P lease

15 proceed,  Commiss ioner  C larke.   The cha i r

16 recognizes you.

17 COMM. CLARKE:   Thank you very

18 much.   We move tha t  Freder ick  Is ler  be

19 appo in ted to  the pos i t ion o f  ass is tan t

20 d i rec tor  a t  CHRO, pending the sa lary

21 negot ia t ion.

22 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So there 's  a

23 mot ion on the  f loor .   I  shou ld  say fo r  the

24 purposes  o f  the record,  we are s t i l l  - -  we

25 st i l l  have present  Commiss ioner  Marsha l l ,
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 1 Commiss ioner  Conaway,  Commiss ioner  Cruz,  and

 2 Commiss ioner  Clarke on the phone.   I f  you ' re

 3 not  here ,  wou ld  you say  so?

 4 COMM. CONAWAY:  Th is  i s

 5 Commiss ioner  Conaway.   I  make the second.

 6 THE CHAIRPERSON:  And

 7 Commiss ioner  Conaway is  seconding

 8 Commiss ioner  Clarke 's  mot ion.   And no  one has

 9 to ld  me that  they ' re  absent ,  so  they ' re  a l l

10 there.

11 COMM. CONAWAY:  Here.

12 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So i s  there

13 any d iscuss ion o f  the mot ion?  I  w i l l  say - -

14 and anyone e lse can fo l low me - -  that  we

15 enjoyed a number  o f  very  good appl ica t ions

16 and appl icants .   There were ,  I  th ink ,  about

17 150 appl ica t ions.   And hard  work  was put  in to

18 narrowing tha t  group down by the  search

19 commit tee,  wh ich was Commiss ioner  Mengual ,

20 Commiss ioner  Mambruno,  and Commiss ioner

21 Clarke.   And got  i t  down,  I  th ink ,  to

22 someth ing l ike  n ine conducted in terv iews.

23 Got  i t  down to  ano ther  fur ther  s tage.

24 Yes terday Commiss ioner  Cruz

25 and Commiss ioner  C larke  and  myse l f

UNITED REPORTERS,  INC.
www.uni tedrepor ters .com

Nat ionwide -  866-534-3383 -  To l l  Free



     8

 1 in te rv iewed a  f ina l  two  app l ican ts .   Both  men

 2 were  - -  as  i t  happens,  both  were  men.   Both

 3 men were  impress ive.   And many o f  the  o ther

 4 appl ican ts  in  the f ina l  n ine - -  aga in ,  i f  I 'm

 5 r igh t  - -  were  very  impress ive.   And,  in  fac t ,

 6 we had some appl ica t ions f rom people  wi th in

 7 our  agency who were very  impress ive,  and

 8 st i l l  do  impress ive work ,  day in ,  day  out .

 9 But  the search commit tee - -

10 those th ree people  I  ment ioned - -  got  to  a

11 f ina l  couple  names,  and  then some other

12 commiss ioners  got  to  jo in  in  on the las t

13 round of  in te rv iews.   And hav ing  noth ing but

14 good th ings to  say  about  a l l  o f  the

15 appl ican ts  and about  the o ther  f ina l i s t ,  Mr .

16 Is le r ,  I ' l l  say fo r  me,  seemed l ike  a  very

17 qual i f ied person,  w i th  decades o f  exper ience,

18 at  very  h igh leve ls  in  the federa l

19 government .   And a lso,  both  in  the in terv iew

20 and as a  mat ter  o f  h is  resume,  d isp layed a

21 wi l l ingness and a ta len t  and an ab i l i ty  to

22 take  on so much of  what  we need here a t  CHRO.

23 And we expect  to  be served wel l ,  aga in ,

24 pend ing a  successfu l  f i na l  round of

25 negot ia t ion w i th  h im.   So I 'm very  p leased
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 1 that  tha t 's  the mot ion in  f ront  o f  us .

 2 And then  the las t  th ing I ' l l

 3 say is  that  through th is  process ,  w i thout

 4 tak ing c red i t  away  f rom anyone e lse and the

 5 t ime tha t  they put  in  - -  and I  thank the

 6 peop le  who were invo lved in  the search

 7 commit tee,  Ed  and Glor ia  - -  Chery l  C larke has

 8 been one  heck  o f  a  t rouper ,  put t ing in ,

 9 l i te ra l l y ,  count less hours  and lo ts  o f  work .

10 And at  t imes,  i t  got  to  be,  you know,

11 f rus t ra t ing and d i f f icu l t ,  mak ing a l l  o f  the

12 r igh t  maneuvers  and dec is ions and

13 organiza t ions  and schedul ing and  get t ing

14 peop le  to  Har t ford  and ar rang ing  commiss ioner

15 schedules,  and a  lo t  more than what  I ' ve  jus t

16 descr ibed.

17 So,  Chery l ,  i t ' s  sor t  o f  an

18 awkward s i tua t ion to  app laud here,  bu t  I  do

19 want  to  app laud your  serv ice.   You rea l ly

20 were  great  and put  a  lo t  o f  t ime in .   And I

21 don ' t  th ink  everyone even knows,  inc lud ing

22 me,  how much t ime you put  in .   But  I  want  to

23 say thank you .

24 COMM. CLARKE:   Wel l ,  you ' re

25 qui te  we lcome and,  I 'm b lush ing.   I 'm  Chery l ,
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 1 and I 'm b lush ing a l l  over .

 2 COMM. CONAWAY:  And I 'm

 3 Commiss ioner  Conaway,  and I  d i t to  tha t .

 4 COMM. CLARKE:   Thank you bo th .

 5 Thank you a l l .

 6 A VOICE:   That 's  no prob lem.

 7 COMM. CLARKE:   I  apprec ia te

 8 i t .   Hopefu l l y ,  we ' re  a t  the end  of  the road.

 9 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So i s  there

10 any more  d iscuss ion?

11 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  No.

12 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Then I ' l l

13 ask a l l  o f  those in  favor  o f  the  mot ion to

14 say aye.

15 A VOICE:   Aye.

16 A VOICE:   Aye.

17 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  Aye.

18 A VOICE:   Aye.

19 A VOICE:   Aye.

20 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Is  anyone

21 opposed?  Does anyone absta in?

22 COMM. GRIFFIN:   I  absta in .

23 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So

24 Commiss ioner  Gr i f f in  absta ins .   I  take tha t

25 to  mean that  a l l  Commiss ioners  voted aye,
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 1 wi th  tha t  except ion.   So the mot ion car r ies .

 2 We have no fu r ther  bus iness  befo re  us .   Our

 3 next  regu lar  Commiss ion  meet ing is  March - -

 4 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  Th i r teenth .

 5 THE CHAIRPERSON:  - -  13th  a t

 6 two o 'c lock,  so I ' l l  see you there.   I  w i l l

 7 keep you  appr ised o f  how i t  deve lops f rom

 8 th is  po in t  on .   So ,  Chery l  - -  so  I  w i l l

 9 accept  any mot ion to  ad journ f rom any

10 Commiss ioner .

11 COMM. GRIFFIN:   So moved.

12 COMM. CONAWAY:  So moved.

13 Commiss ioner  Conaway so  moved.

14 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

15 Conaway moved.

16 COMM. MARSHALL:   - -

17 Commiss ioner  Marsha l l .

18 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

19 Marshal l  seconded.   There 's  no d iscuss ion

20 al lowed.

21 MR.  TEED:   Why don ' t  you ca l l

22 the ro l l  to  make sure they ' re  a l l  s t i l l  - -

23 because we ' re  s t i l l  on the record.

24 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay .   I 'm

25 going to  take  a  ro l l  ca l l  vo te  on ad journment
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 1 so that  i t ' s  es tab l ished i t ' s  present .

 2 Commiss ioner  Mambruno?

 3 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  Present .

 4 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Say "aye. "

 5 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  Aye.

 6 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Aye.

 7 Commiss ioner  Gr i f f in?

 8 COMM. GRIFFIN:   Aye.

 9 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

10 Clarke?

11 COMM. CLARKE:   Aye.

12 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

13 Cruz?

14 COMM. CRUZ:   Aye.

15 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

16 Marshal l?

17 COMM. MARSHALL:   Aye.

18 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

19 Conaway?

20 COMM. CONAWAY:  Aye.

21 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commiss ioner

22 Mengual?

23 COMM. MENGUAL:   Nay.

24 THE CHAIRPERSON:  No response

25 except  for  a  husky  nay.   Commiss ioner  Lobon?
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 1 No response.   And I  jus t  rea l ized I  d id  the

 2 secretary 's  job.   I  apo log ize.

 3 COMM. MAMBRUNO:  That ' s  okay.

 4 You l ike  to  ta lk ,  so I  don ' t  want  to

 5 in te r rup t .

 6 THE CHAIRPERSON:  So that

 7 estab l ishes who 's  been present  a l l  a long and

 8 st i l l  i s .   The mot ion to  ad journ  car r ies .

 9 Chery l ,  can you s tay  on  the  phone?

10 COMM. CLARKE:   I  can.

11 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you

12 very  much.   Thank you,  everyone,  for  tak ing

13 the t ime.

14 COMM. CLARKE:   Thank you.

15 THE CHAIRPERSON:  I  apprec ia te

16 everyone 's  work  and ef for t  and energy .

17 COMM. CONAWAY:  Okay.   Good

18 day.

19 THE CHAIRPERSON:  Hey en joy

20 the weekend.   Stay  out  o f  the snow.

21 (Whereupon,  the above

22 proceedings were ad journed at  4 :04 p .m.)

23

24

25
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 1 CERTIFICATE

 2 I  hereby  cer t i fy  that  the forego ing 13 

 3 pages are a  comple te  and accurate  

 4 computer -a ided t ranscr ip t ion o f  my or ig ina l  

 5 s tenotype notes taken o f  the SPECIAL 

 6 COMMISSION MEETING which was he ld  before  

 7 ANDREW N.  NORTON, Chai rperson,  a t  the  

 8 Commiss ion on  Human Rights  and Oppor tun i t ies ,  

 9 21 Grand St reet ,  Har t fo rd ,  Connect icu t ,  on  

10 February  29,  2008.  

11

12  

13

14 __________________________________  

15 J i l l  E .  Remi l la rd ,  R.M.R. ,  C.R.R. ,   

16 L.S .R.    

17 Cour t  Repor te r   

18 UNITED REPORTERS,  INC.   

19 43 Woodland S t reet ,  Su i te  200 

20 Har t ford ,  Connect i cut  06105 

21

22

23

24

25
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