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CHRO ANNOUNCES KIDS SPEAK AND KIDS COURT ESSAY COMPETITION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hartford, CT – The 2014 Kids Speak and Kids Court Essay Competition will take place at the University of Connecticut School of Law, 55 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT on May 22.  The program starts at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 1:30 p.m.  Kids’ Speak provides an opportunity for students to participate in group exercises, improvisations, and debate and to hear from a panel of experts.

The Kids’ Court Essay Competition allows students in grades 5 – 12 to express themselves on one of six topics: Who is the “Other?"; The in crowd: self-segregation like or dislike?; Should we “ban the bossy”? raising girls to be leaders; #socialmedia#schoolclimate#cyberbullying; Blurred lines: the effects of derogatory music lyrics; and, Crossing the tracks: busing and integration.

Guest speakers include: State’s Attorney Gail Hardy who will address “Should we Ban the Bossy: Raising Girls to be Leaders” about how some words differentiate perceptions of girls and boys; Sarah Jones, Governor’s Prevention Partnership speaks on “#socialmedia#schoolclimate” regarding the use of social media and schools; Roy Smith, author of Confessions of a Catholic School Bully will discuss bullying in school; and, Judge Raheem Mullins, Appellate Court, will speak to “Who is The Other?” about stereotyping and perceptions of others.

The Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities is sponsoring the event along with the State Department of Education, Office of Protection & Advocacy, Governor’s Preventions Partnership, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Boys & Girls Club of New Haven, Jack and Jill, African American Affairs Commission, CT Commission on Children, Asian and Pacific American Affairs Commission, and CT Women’s Education and Legal Fund.

Middle and High School students will be given a voice in solving issues facing middle school and high school students.

For more information please see the fliers at:
http://www.ct.gov/chro/cwp/view.asp?a=2598&Q=477754&PM=1
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