
ire service personnel believe that a Rapid Intervention Team can rescue a “down” firefighter when they get into trouble in a
structural fire. The reality is; the act of getting lost, trapped or injured firefighter(s) out of the hazard zone can be one of the most

physically and emotionally challenging events any of us will ever face in our career. Contemporary research has proven that in many
cases the concept of Rapid Intervention isn’t timely especially in commercial structures. The solution to getting one of “us” out of a
mayday situation requires much more than a Rapid Intervention Team. Over the past five years since the tragic event that took the
life of firefighter Brett Tarver, the Phoenix Fire Department has captured a tremendous amount of positive and negative facts about
the concept of Rapid Intervention. In this session we will analyze a new deployment model for Rapid Intervention using an “On
Deck” concept. The presentation will consist of PowerPoint slides, video and workshop exercises that will examine the training,
technical expertise, tools and protective equipment necessary to get us out of trouble during a firefight in commercial buildings.
Both career and volunteer participants will leave the session with a complete “toolbox” for dealing with the dilemma of Rapid
Intervention not being Rapid.   
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All Seminar Series presentations are scheduled from 8 am until 4:30 pm. Lunch is included. Acceptance confirmation
notices with directions will be mailed approximately two weeks prior to the start of the program. Students canceling
seven days in advance will receive a full refund. Application forms can be duplicated or downloaded at ct.gov/cfpc
and returned via fax or mail with payment. Additional questions can be directed to Program Manager Mark Salafia,
phone 877-528-3473 ext 286 or email mark.salafia@po.state.ct.us

2007 Seminar Series Presented by: Steve Kreis, Executive Assistant Chief, Fire Department Operations, 
Phoenix, AZ Fire Department

Steve Kreis’ Bio:
Steve Kreis has been a member of the Phoenix Fire 
Department for 32 years. He started in 1975 as a firefighter,
promoted through the system and has been in his current 
position as the Executive Assistant Chief of Fire Department
Operations.  

He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and a Masters
Degree in Public Administration from Arizona State University. He
was an adjunct instructor at Phoenix College and is currently an
instructor at Arizona State University in the Fire Science Curriculum.

Chief Kreis is a member of the Fire Department Instructor’s Conference
(FDIC) Advisory Committee and served on the International Fire Service
Training Association (IFSTA) Executive Board for eight years. He is an
Editorial Advisor and Contributing Editor for Fire Engineering Magazine 
and is a member of many other professional and civic organizations.
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Just some of the anticipated speakers 
for the 2008 Seminar Series:
Chief Richard Marinucci
Chief Rick Lasky
Chief Ray Hoff
Lieutenant Ray McCormack
John Sachen, Industrial Training Coordinator


