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Good Afternoon; 
 
Friends, Colleagues, Elected Officials, and Families of our Fallen Firefighters;  
 
 “Greater love has no one than this… that he lay down his life for his friends”. Those words were 

spoken over 2000 years ago and to this day have a significant meaning for the fire service. 

Those words help to frame why we are gathered here today- to honor the 331 firefighters who 

have lost their lives protecting the residents of the state of Connecticut.  

 
This year we add four more names to the memorial;  

 
Edward Bastien Baltic Fire Company #1 

   Kevin Bell  Hartford Fire Department 

   Frederick Letsch Fairfield Fire Department 

   Francis Dwyer Enfield Fire Department  

We are here today to honor those who have gone before us, making the ultimate sacrifice. We 

are here to honor their service to humanity, fellow firefighters, and their community. We are 

here to pay tribute to their memory… by remembering their courage and sense of duty. We are 

here to thank the families of the fallen firefighters and recognize the sacrifice that these 

families have made. We are also here to assist in the healing process to and provide support for 

those grieving. 

 

While it is right and appropriate that we gather here to remember the fallen heroes, we must 

also think of the present. We should remember the living, those in the fire service who still fight 

the fight on a daily basis. Many are standing here today, who sacrifice themselves and their 

families, for the privilege to serve their community.  

 

For those of you who are actively involved in the fire service… let’s remember the sacrifices that 

have been made and honor our fallen heroes by improving our culture and perspective on 

firefighter safety. Let’s make every effort to not have serious injuries or fatal sacrifices by 

renewing a commitment to improve firefighter safety … health…and training.  

 



In closing, I’d like to offer my deepest condolences to the families of the fallen firefighters and 

thank you for sharing your loved ones with the fire service community in the state of 

Connecticut. 

  

A very special thank you to Past President Ernie Herrick who continues to serve as the Chairman 

of the Memorial committee for more than 20 years. Ernie and his committee continue their 

commitment to the preservation of the memorial monument and organizing this annual service 

for our fallen firefighters. 

 

Thank you for allowing me the privilege to share these words with you today. I am truly 

honored to stand here with you as a fellow firefighter as we pay tribute and respect to our 

fallen heroes.  

 

Vaughan I. Dumas 

President, CSFA 

 

 

 


