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Review of Post Incident Assessment Charleston S. Carolina Sofa Superstore
Presented by: Chief J. Gordon Routley • Fire Protection Engineer 

The June 18, 2007 Sofa Super Store fire, which resulted in the deaths of nine
Charleston firefighters, is destined to become a landmark event in the American fire

service. This session will present a comprehensive analysis of the Sofa Superstore Incident
and the role of the Post Incident Analysis and Review Team in conducting a detailed review
of the Charleston Fire Department, as well as a comprehensive analysis of the incident.
The presentation will also discuss the development of a strategic plan to implement the
recommendations produced by the organizational review and the incident analysis. 

The presentation should provide valuable information for all fire chiefs who are committed
to preventing line-of-duty deaths and chiefs who recognize the need to be prepared for
worst-case scenarios.
J. Gordon Routley is a fire protection engineer providing consulting services to fire 
departments and related organizations in the United States and Canada. He previously
served as Fire Chief in Shreveport, Louisiana; Assistant to the Fire Chief in Phoenix, 
Arizona; and Fire Department Safety Officer in Prince George’s County, Maryland. He was
the project leader for the City of Charleston Fire Assessment and Review Team and has
conducted more than 30 firefighter fatality investigations. In addition, he works with the
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation on the Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives Project 
and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Safety, Health and Survival Section of
the International Association of Fire Chiefs.

Course #09184 • Course fee $55.00
Class held at the Connecticut Fire Academy

All Seminar Series presentations are scheduled from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm registration begins at 8 am.
Lunch is included. Acceptance confirmation notices, with directions, will be mailed approximately two
weeks prior to the start of the program. Students canceling seven days in advance will receive a full
refund. Application forms can be duplicated or downloaded at www.ct.gov/cfpc and returned via
fax or mail with payment. Additional questions can be directed to Program Manager Mark Salafia,
phone 877-528-3473 ext 286 or email mark.salafia@po.state.ct.us

34 Perimeter Road • Windsor Locks, CT 06096-1069 
860-627-6363 • Toll Free 1-877-528-3473 • Fax 860-654-1889 

Please visit our website:
www.ct.gov/cfpc

COMMISSION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
CONNECTICUT FIRE ACADEMY

Friday May 15, 2009
50 Ways to Kill Your Brother

Chief Richard B. Gasaway
Course #09214

Friday June 5, 2009
Firefighter Cancer Support Network

Mike Dubron President FCSN
Course #09219

Friday October 9, 2009
2009 Survival Program: 

Not Everyone Goes Home
Deputy Chief Billy Goldfeder

Course #10034

Friday December 4, 2009
Think Like an Incident Commander

Deputy Chief Thomas Dunne
Course #10058

Future 2009 Seminar Series


