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Ridge Announces Final Requirements to Enhance Maritime Security

Secretary Ridge announced on October 23 final maritime industry security requirements in Wilmington, Delaware. The plan is designed to improve protection of America’s ports, waterways, and ships from a terrorist attack. The final rules detail significant changes in security practices within all segments of the maritime industry including cruise ships, container ships, and offshore oil platforms.  

The maritime industry must now meet a wide variety of safety standards including security assessments and plans that must be submitted to the U.S. Coast Guard to ensure consistency. It must also create a network of personnel prepared to tighten security as threats arise, among many other new safety provisions.

“With 95 percent of our nation’s overseas cargo carried by ship, maritime security is critical to ensuring our Nation’s homeland and economic security,” Secretary Ridge said. “These final requirements, which were developed with the cooperation and input of the maritime industry, strengthen and bring consistency to both our nationwide maritime security program and our ability to deter homeland security threats.”

Public meetings were held around the nation including formal review of over 2,000 comments and recommendations to ensure broad input from the maritime industry. The final requirements were developed collaboratively with a team from the U.S. Coast Guard, Transportation Security Administration, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and the Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration.

The group of final regulations, including the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 (MTSA), amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 (SOLAS), and its complementary International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS) are designed to strengthen and add additional protective layers of defense to our Nation’s security.

The full text of the final rules can be found at http://www.gpoaccess.gov.
President Intends to Nominate Loy as Deputy Secretary

President George W. Bush announced on October 23 his intention to nominate James M. Loy, of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security, and intends to designate him Acting Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security. Admiral Loy currently serves as the Administrator for the Transportation Security Administration. He previously served as Under Secretary of Transportation for Security. Earlier in his career, Admiral Loy served as Commandant of the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Chief of Staff.  He graduated from the U. S. Coast Guard Academy in 1964 and holds masters degrees from Wesleyan University and the University of Rhode Island.
CBP Regulatory Auditor and ICE Agent Recognized for Role 

in $36 Million Intellectual Property Rights Investigation
The United States Attorney’s Office in Miami, Fla., presented supervisory special agent Kimberly Duff of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and senior regulatory auditor Yea Browning of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Office of Strategic Trade, with the prestigious Outstanding Law Enforcement Officer of the Year (OLEO) Award for their roles in a trademark-infringement and counterfeiting case. Thanks to Duff and Browning’s tireless effort—much of it on their own time—Intel, Microsoft, and other computer and software companies won a $36-million judgment against a company that had been smuggling counterfeit computer parts and engaging in other forms of trademark violations. 

Particularly significant is that the recognition comes from a major representative of an outside agency—the Office of the U.S. Attorney in Miami. The case, which has been labeled “an unprecedented historical event,” was seven years in the making and began when ICE was part of the former U.S. Customs Service. It involved a multi-million-dollar, Miami-based international ring—operating collectively as two corporations, CD-ROM International, Inc. and Evercom, Inc.—that smuggled and counterfeited computer components. 

Defendant Bonnie Yuk Chuen Gene Ng and his five co-defendants would smuggle central processing units—expensive computer chips that are the heart and soul of computers—and other pieces of computer equipment from Asia and elsewhere. Then, using sophisticated laser etching and enameling systems, the defendants would re-mark the CPUs as being of higher speeds and value than they really were. They would then sell these fraudulent chips and components to retail and wholesale computer outlets around the country, many of them in the Miami area.
When the agents searched the defendants’ premises, they found thousands of computer components bearing counterfeited trademarks, along with counterfeiting plates, laser engravers, and other equipment to re-mark the inferior merchandise. When the seizure was made, more than $600,000 of counterfeit products were being produced each month under such trademarked names as Cyrix, Intel, Microsoft, NEC, AMD, Motorola, and Texas Instruments, as well as lesser-known companies.
Duff and Browning’s efforts were central in making the case. Brought into the investigation in its third year, Browning provided language translation and financial analysis of the fictitious corporations’ books and records, auditing and translating stacks of financial records. She provided translated documentary evidence that was used to prosecute the case.
Browning analyzed reams of financial records that enabled Duff to get to the core of the investigation—the true extent of criminal activity and the individuals who comprised the guilty corporations. Browning’s accounting and auditing findings were instrumental in strengthening the government’s position in its criminal prosecution and in its asset-forfeiture proceedings—along with the $36-million-dollar judgment, the defendants forfeited $580,000 in cash and property. 
Duff said that cooperation between ICE and Regulatory Audit made for a richer case, as the auditors provided an invaluable service in interpreting financial data, not just from one language to another, but also in interpreting complex financial information for “civilians.” Said Director Cindy Covell of the Regulatory Audit Division, “The success of this case is clearly the result of the teamwork, professionalism, and perseverance contributed by both Ms. Browning and Special Agent Duff.”

“Sting Ray” — Coast Guard’s Latest Homeland Security Tool 

 

The Coast Guard has a new tool to protect the homeland: The MH-68A, officially designated the “Sting Ray” is an all-weather, short-range, armed interdiction helicopter, employing state of the art navigation, communication, and avionics equipment. Unlike the Coast Guard’s HH-65 Dolphin and HH-60 Jayhawk helicopters that are used mainly for search and rescue, the MH-68A Sting Ray’s primary missions are maritime drug interdiction and homeland security. The Sting Ray is flown by the Coast Guard’s Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron (HITRON) based at Cecil Field in Jacksonville, Florida.  

 

HITRON is America’s first and only airborne law enforcement unit trained and authorized to employ Airborne Use of Force. Initially tasked with interdicting and stopping suspected drug-laden, high-speed vessels known as “go-fasts,” HITRON’s mission was expanded to include maritime homeland security, and the unit now has a key role on the front lines of America’s war on drugs and terrorism. HITRON aircrews routinely deploy aboard Coast Guard cutters patrolling the high seas to stem the tide of illegal drugs flowing into the United States. Sting Ray aircrews interdict go-fast smuggling vessels, using incremental steps to compel the vessel to stop. Ultimately, if the vessel refuses to comply, Sting Ray crews are authorized to disable the vessel’s engines with gunfire. Since employing the Sting Ray, HITRON aircrews have successfully interdicted over 30 tons of illegal drugs valued at more than $2.1 billion.  

 

HITRON aircrews now also stand ready to deploy to cities around the nation to provide security for U.S. ports and associated waterways as a resource in the Coast Guard’s new maritime homeland security role whenever there is a credible terrorist threat.

 “The use of Coast Guard HITRON for armed patrols will increase the level of security in our ports, provide an additional layer of defense, ensure continued safe flow of commerce and deter possible acts of terrorism in our nation’s key ports,” said Secretary Ridge.
Joint Effort Between Coast Guard and ICE Keeps Tons of Drugs Off U.S. Streets

A joint effort by various Homeland Security and Navy units, working for Joint Interagency Task Force South, has resulted in multiple seizures of more than 13,000 pounds of illegal drugs that were turned over to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in Jacksonville, Fla., Sept. 29.

Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachments 101, 104, and 106, based in San Diego, Calif., worked with the USS Rentz and the USS Stump crewmembers to seize the drugs and 13 suspected smugglers in three different cases in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.

In the most recent go-fast case, Coast Guard LEDET 101 and crewmembers from the USS Stump recovered 26 bales of cocaine Sept. 12 after they were jettisoned into the Pacific Ocean 420 miles west of the Colombian/Ecuadorian border by suspected drug smugglers after their boat was spotted and tracked by a patrolling ICE aircraft.

August 20, Coast Guard LEDET 106, while deployed on the USS Rentz, stopped the Columbian-flagged 69-foot fishing vessel, Monte Carlo, about 70 miles south of Isla De Coco, Costa Rica in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.

While conducting a law enforcement boarding, LEDET 106 discovered a hidden compartment behind the engine room that contained more that 7,000 pounds of cocaine. The 142 bales of contraband were transferred aboard the USS Rentz for transport to Jacksonville. The seven suspected smugglers have already been turned over to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Tampa, Fla., for prosecution. The 69-foot fishing vessel was destroyed as a navigational hazard.

In the third case, Coast Guard LEDET 104 and crewmembers of the USS Rentz recovered 87 bales of cocaine weighing more than 4,700 pounds August 9 in the Eastern Pacific Ocean, 80 miles west of the Colombian coastline. Six suspected smugglers were detained. The suspected smugglers have been transferred to Tampa, Fla., for prosecution.
Statement by Adm. Loy Regarding the Discovery of Items Aboard Southwest Airlines Flights 

Following the discovery of box cutters and other items on two Southwest Airline flights last night, the Transportation Security Administration and the Federal Bureau of Investigation immediately initiated an investigation and took actions to address security concerns. 

Federal Air Marshals were immediately notified and took appropriate steps to ensure the safety and security of passengers on flights with Marshals aboard. In addition, when the items were found last night, TSA quickly began a database search and linked the situations to an e-mail received by TSA's Contact Center last month. In less than 24 hours, TSA and the FBI were able to locate and interview an individual believed to be responsible for the items found on the planes. TSA and the FBI have had this individual's activities under investigation for several months. Based on the investigation conducted thus far, this individual does not appear to pose any further threat to airline security.

Federal Grand Jury Returns Indictment on Terror Financing

A federal grand jury in Alexandria, Va., returned an 18-count indictment against Abdurahman M. Alamoudi, 51, of Falls Church, Va. The indictment includes charges of money laundering, false statements, misuse of passports, failure to report foreign bank accounts, as well as conducting prohibited financial transactions with Libya, a state-sponsor of terror.
Alamoudi was arrested by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents in late September 2003 at Dulles Airport after arriving on a flight from London. He was charged at that time in a criminal complaint with conducting prohibited transactions with Libya.

The investigation into Alamoudi is part of a much larger ICE-FBI investigation into suspected terror financing by a global network of charities based in Northern Virginia. The on-going investigation into the Northern Virginia charities is considered one of the largest active terrorist financing investigations in the United States.

ICE Agents Conduct “Operation Rollback” at Wal-Mart
In a national criminal worksite enforcement action, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Agents arrested more than 250 illegal workers at 60 Wal-Mart stores across the country early yesterday morning. The workers, all members of overnight cleaning crews, were arrested as they came off their shifts in the early morning. The investigation evolved from two prior cases that targeted cleaning service contractors and sub-contractors that cleaned hundreds of Wal-Mart stores throughout the United States.  
FEMA’s Web Site “Disabled Friendly”

FEMA’s Web site—www.fema.gov—was recently highlighted as one of the most disabled-accessible government Internet sites by several organizations that work with the disabled, including Lighthouse International. Web designers and managers at FEMA have worked hard to make the site accessible, going far beyond the minimum requirements of Section 508.

For example:

· When the FEMA Web site was redesigned, Section 508 compliance requirements played a large role in the layout and design development.

· FEMA strictly follows its policy of accessibility of Web information. Other sites often make exceptions, with an expectation that the noncompliant material will be replaced at a later time. FEMA does not allow anything to be posted unless it is compliant--no exceptions. Agency policy is to always post a text version to ensure accessibility.

· The FEMA Web team has developed templates that have been thoroughly tested for compliance. Since most pages use one of the pre-approved templates, it makes the job of posting compliant material much easier.

· All new templates are tested with two software checkers and then, if there are conflicting reports, the material is manually tested with a screen reader. 

FEMA also solicits help from individuals who use assistive software to ensure material is accessible.

FEMA’s Web site has information to help the nation prepare for and reduce risk from disasters –both natural and manmade. It has disaster-specific information and information for businesses, first responders, community officials, and educators. There is also information for those eligible for disaster assistance. The US Fire Administration (USFA) site, part of the FEMA Web site, includes the ability to order publications online and to enroll in a list-serve to receive regular USFA updates. 
Americans Can Use Their "Extra Hour" On Sunday To Reduce Their Risk Of Dying In A House Fire By 50 Percent

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is urging all residents to replace their smoke detector batteries and check their units on Oct. 26, when clocks are turned back to end Daylight Savings Time. Taking part of the "extra hour" to do so can have lifesaving consequences. 
"In many of the house fires where lives are lost, an operating smoke detector could have made a difference. A smoke detector reduces the risk of dying in a house fire by 50 percent," said Michael D. Brown, under secretary for Emergency Preparedness and Response. "We urge people not to think 'it won't happen to them' and to take the easy and inexpensive steps necessary to safeguard themselves and their families."

Some 2,700 people lost their lives in residential fires in 2002 and another 14,000 were injured. 

FEMA offers these additional fire safety tips: 

· Install smoke detectors on every level of your home, especially near bedrooms; 

· Test all smoke detectors monthly; 

· Keep smoke detectors clean by vacuuming over and around them regularly; 

· As with any appliance, smoke detectors wear out. Replace the entire unit after 10 years or as recommended by the manufacturer; 

· Make sure you know the location of your fire department, police station, and hospital and post a list of emergency numbers near all the telephones; and

· Organize and practice a family fire drill. 

More information can be found at: http://www.usfa.fema.gov/public/hfs/alarms.shtm
CBP Opens Vacancy Announcement for Officer Positions

On October 15, 2003, a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) vacancy announcement opened for CBP Officer positions nationwide, inviting interested parties to apply online at www.cbp.gov. The vacancy announcement is open between October 15 and October 31, 2003, or until midnight of the day the first 40,000 applications are received.

CBP Officers perform the full range of inspection, passenger and cargo analysis, examination, and law enforcement activities related to the arrival and departure of persons, merchandise, and conveyances such as cars, trucks, aircraft, and ships at the ports of entry. The officer’s primary responsibility is to detect and prevent terrorists and weapons of mass destruction from entering the United States while facilitating the orderly flow of legitimate trade and travelers.  This requires enforcing laws related to revenue and trade, seizure of contraband, interdiction of agricultural pests and diseases, and admissibility of persons.

The announcement is open for an entry-level GS-5 ($25,697 - $28,384 per year) or GS-7 ($31,830 - $35,158 per year) CBP Officer position, with promotion potential to GS-11 without having to reapply. For more information on pay and compensation and qualification requirements, and to apply, log on to www.cbp.gov. Click on CBP Officer Vacancy Announcement, then click on CBP Officer Vacancy Announcement No. DD 178880.    
Pressing Releases

TSA Recruiting Part-Time Security Screeners At 3 New Airports; Continues Hiring In 46 Airports 

WASHINGTON, October 23 -- The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has begun its recruiting efforts for part-time federal security screeners to work at Burlington International Airport, Vt.; Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, Wash.; and Waco Regional Airport, Texas. 

TSA also continues accepting job applications at 46 airports that were announced previously. These include:  Baltimore/Washington, Boston, Honolulu, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Newark, New York Kennedy, New York LaGuardia, Ronald Reagan Washington, and Washington Dulles. "TSA continues to move forward in our hiring of part-time screeners," said Adm. James M. Loy, Administrator of TSA. "TSA is looking for men and women willing and able to serve their country in their own communities by keeping the airports secure for their friends, family and neighbors." Interested candidates can apply at www.tsa.gov and then click on "Employment" or https://tsacareers.recruitsoft.com.  For additional information, candidates can contact TSA Recruitment Services at 1-800-887-1895 or TTY 800-887-5506. 

4th annual trade symposium to be held November 20 & 21

WASHINGTON, October 20 -- U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) announced today that it will hold the Agency's 2003 "One Face at the Border" Trade Symposium in Washington, D.C. on November 20-21. In making the announcement Commissioner Robert C. Bonner said that the 4th annual event, to be held at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, will include discussions between senior managers of CBP and representatives of the international trade and transportation community. Some topics to be discussed include trade security; unification of functions at the border; and CBP's role in the Department of Homeland Security.
ICE INTERCEPTS PLEASURE BOAT CARRYING SMUGGLED CHINESE OFF POINT LOMA 

SAN DIEGO, Calif., October 20 – Air Marine Enforcement Officers with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) yesterday intercepted a 22-foot pleasure boat off Point Loma with nine smuggled aliens on board. After stopping the craft, ICE officers boarded and found eight undocumented Chinese nationals, including a juvenile, and one Mexican female hidden on board. Two of the passengers were discovered on the front deck. Seven others were found in a secret compartment below in the forward cabin. The vessel was piloted by two brothers from Mexico.

"This operation shows our commitment to combating human smuggling, both on land and sea," said David Butterfield, Deputy Field Director of the San Diego Air Marine Branch. "We will continue our patrols seven days a week here in the San Diego area to ensure that our local waterways are safe and secure."

ICE Agents Save 62 Undocumented Migrants

Yawl carrying illegal aliens nearly capsizes off Cabo Rojo

WASHINGTON, October 20 -- U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) announced the rescue of 62 undocumented migrants near the vicinity of Combate in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico, yesterday. The four Cuban nationals and 58 Dominicans – 42 males and 20 females – were rescued by ICE agents, avoiding what could have been one of the worst tragedies involving undocumented aliens in Puerto Rico. On October 19, 2003, during a routine marine patrol west and south of Puerto Rico, a C-12 marine patrol aircraft assigned to the Caribbean Air and Marine Operations Branch of ICE in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, detected a craft traveling without navigational lights and believed to be carrying undocumented aliens. At approximately 9:21 p.m., ICE agents intercepted a yawl that had begun to sink and was about to capsize, turning the operation into a rescue mission. In 2000, 17 illegal migrants died near the coast of Isabela, Puerto Rico, while trying to make an illegal entry into the U.S.

ICE ARRESTS AGGRAVATED FELONS AND OTHER CRIMINAL ALIENS

EL PASO, Texas, October 17 – During the past week, special agents of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) arrested 16 individuals who were convicted of a variety of felony offenses, including family violence, robbery, possession of marijuana and cocaine and aggravated kidnapping. Operation "Community Guardian" is an ongoing effort by ICE special agents to rid the community of criminal aliens subject to deportation proceedings. Aggravated felonies, including rape, murder, and some drug, sex and firearm charges, render Lawful Permanent Residents subject to deportation proceedings, regardless of how long they have resided in the United States. "This ongoing initiative will help purge our community of aggravated felons and other criminal aliens who threaten public safety," said Interim Special Agent-in-Charge Giovanni Gaudioso. "These are individuals who were granted the opportunity to live legally in the United States, and through their own criminal actions have forfeited that privilege." Operation "Community Guardian" has resulted in approximately 100 aggravated felony arrests since April 2002. Fifteen of those arrested this past week, among them one female, are Mexican nationals who are lawful permanent residents. One is from El Salvador. Fourteen of the criminal aliens are detained in the El Paso Processing Center pending immigration hearings, and one was released on his own recognizance.

ICE Agents Seize 100 Kilos of Cocaine Worth $2.2 Million

WASHINGTON, October 17 -- Agents with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) seized about 100 kilograms of cocaine late Wednesday from a Colombia-based commercial bulk coal vessel. The cocaine has a street value of $2.2 million. The seizure took place aboard the M/C KONMAX, which arrived in the Port of Mobile, Alabama, on October 7, 2003. ICE Mobile Resident Agent-in-Charge initiated a narcotics smuggling investigation after learning that a Colombia-based organization was looking for a contact in the port to provide logistics and transportation services in a narcotics smuggling venture. The cocaine was seized in three bundles of more than 220 pounds. “Seizures of this size take a great deal of coordination with other federal and law enforcement agencies,” said ICE Mobile Resident Agent-in-Charge Mickey Pledger. “This operation started with the ICE office and involved close coordination with Air and Marine Interdiction, the Drug Enforcement Administration, and the local Mobile Police Department.” In addition to seizing 100 kilograms of cocaine, ICE agents arrested two suspects and seized two vehicles. 
Upcoming Events

October 28.  Secretary Ridge delivers remarks to the Real Instituto Elcano, a prominent think tank in Madrid, Spain, about the United States and Spain’s common interests against the threats of international terrorism.

Under Secretary for Border and Transportation Security Asa Hutchinson hosts a demonstration on implementing US VISIT, the new border entry-exit system, in Washington, D.C.

October 29.  Secretary Ridge meets with DHS employees stationed in Berlin, Germany, and later delivers a speech about “Homeland Security in a Globalized World” to the German Council on Foreign Relations.

Under Secretary Hutchinson speaks at the Maritime Security Expo Conference and the New York Citizens Crime Commission in New York City, NY.

Under Secretary for Science and Technology Dr. McQueary delivers remarks at Tech Transfer 2003, the second annual mid-Atlantic technology transfer forum in Tysons Corner, VA.

Special Assistant to the Secretary for State and Local Coordination Joshua Filler speaks to the institute for Strategic Public & Private Sector, a group of former and current Secret Service employees.

October 30.  Under Secretary McQueary addresses a meeting of the U.S. Secret Service Institute for Strategic Public and Private Security Standards in Washington, D.C.

Director of Citizenship and Immigration Services Eduardo Aguirre hosts a posthumous naturalization ceremony in Washington, D.C., for 28 Irish heroes who died in service to the United States during the Korean War.
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