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Connecticut Commission fur Educational Technolagy




November 5, 2008

Name

Address

City

Dear ----,

This past summer, a new content filtering system called 8e6 was implemented for all school districts on the Connecticut Education Network (CEN).  The 8e6 system determines which sites will and will not be filtered from viewing on school computers based on categories of content.  The Commission for Educational Technology (CET) has the responsibility for determining what (if any) a minimum mandatory filtering level should be that is applied to all users and cannot be changed.

During the first two months of use with 8e6 and the mandatory minimum filtering level that was set, extensive feedback was received from school and district administrators, teachers, technology coordinators and others explaining that the mandatory minimum level was too restrictive and was interfering with teaching and learning. 
A CET special meeting was held on October 23, 2008, to discuss and determine if the mandatory minimum filtering level being applied to schools using the CEN should be changed.  At this meeting, the CET voted to revise the CEN filter policy to include less restrictive mandatory minimum filtering level settings.  The CET’s decision was made with the goal of better enabling districts to customize their filter settings to meet their local needs.  Additionally, as a service and protective measure for districts, the CET voted to provide a default configuration of blocked Web site categories, including all the categories that are currently mandated.  These default categories, however, will now be modifiable within each district by the locally assigned network administrator.  Only two categories - Child Pornography and Pornography/Adult Content - will be included in the new mandatory minimum filtering level.  The mandatory minimum filtering categories cannot be overridden.    
This letter serves to notify your district of the new mandatory and default standards and your increased responsibility for managing and monitoring the system.
The new settings will take effect on Sunday, November 23, between 9 p.m. and midnight.  The following categories will be set with filtering “on” at that time:  

	Child Pornography/Child Abuse *
	Obscene/Tasteless **

	Pornography/Adult Content *
	Criminal Skills **

	Dating/Personals **
	R-rated **

	Dubious/Unsavory **
	School Cheating **

	Explicit Art **
	Terrorist/Militant/Extremist **

	Hate & Discrimination **
	Tobacco **

	Illegal Drugs **
	Weapons **


*    Indicates mandatory minimum filtering categories.  These categories cannot be removed or altered locally.
** 
Indicates categories that will be set as the default recommended categories but may be modified locally.  If no modifications are made by the district, Web sites that fall into these categories will remain filtered.
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We ask that no one in your district log in to your 8e6 account between the hours of 9 p.m. and midnight on Sunday, November 23, so that the CEN team may successfully implement the changes to the new minimum filtering level and default settings.

We urge all CEN filter managers to use extreme caution and careful consideration when deciding to unblock a Web site category.  For example, if a district chooses to unblock the “R-rated” category with the intention of opening up access to video-sharing platforms such as YouTube and Google Video, that action will also unblock ALL Web sites categorized by 8e6 as R-rated or “services pertaining to anything that involves 18 and over material such as lingerie and swimsuits, revealing pictures (sites that are adult in nature without being explicitly pornographic).”  Remember that districts may keep a Web site category blocked and add individual Web site addresses (URLs) to the ByPass URLs list in order to open access on a site-by-site basis.
It is important to re-emphasize that with greater local control comes the responsibility of maintaining your filter’s configuration and dealing with any repercussions for changes that you make to your settings.  As stated in the revised CEN Filtering Policy, 

“By agreeing to use the CEN filter service, each district accepts responsibility for maintaining its filtering configuration.”  
It is the CEN’s policy that school districts that use the CEN filter and thereby manage their own filter settings hold the CET, CEN and the State Department of Information Technology harmless in the event that a student gains access to an inappropriate site(s).
We sincerely hope that these changes to the minimum filtering level will enable districts to customize their filter settings to better meet the needs of students and teachers.

If you need technical assistance with managing your filter configuration, please contact the Help Desk at 860-622-2300, option 9, or doit.helpdesk@ct.gov.  

Sincerely,
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Karen Kaplan, Executive Director, 

Connecticut Commission for Educational Technology

cc:  
Sarah Edson, CEN Manager


Mark McQuillan, Commissioner of Education


Diane Wallace, CIO, State of Connecticut 

Ken Wiggin, Commission Chair

Commission for Educational Technology

165 Capitol Avenue    Hartford, CT  06106
          (860) 713-6781


