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Teaming Toward Digital Literacy: 
Innovations in  

Classroom-Library Partnerships 

So where are we headed?  
!  Consider real-life experiences requiring proficient 

use of the Internet in our lives 
!  Compare “information literacies” with “new 

literacies” and the language across our communities 
!  Discuss implications for assessment and instruction 
!  How can we take advantage of our overlapping 

areas of expertise to build digital literacies among 
our learners?  

Think, Pair, Share  
!  Who are you? Who are your learners?  
!  What is a real-life scenario using the Internet that 

your learners need to be able to complete/solve?  
!  What skills/abilities do your learners need to 

successfully engage in these experiences? + or –   

My Scenarios – Middle Schools 

!  Are energy drinks dangerous to teen heart health? 
The president of the school board sends an email to 
students indicating he is considering a ban on energy 
drinks sold in school. Students are asked to conduct 
online research and email the school board with 
findings about how energy drinks affect heart health.   

!  Are video games helpful or harmful to your eyes? 
A class studying eye health is collecting different 
opinions about this issue. Students are asked to 
conduct online research and edit the class wiki to 
offer their opinion and evidence to support their 
reasoning.  

Skills, strategies, & dispositions? 
!   Question: How do energy drinks affect heart health? (What is 

heart health? What are the variables? Do they affect everyone 
the same way?)   

!   Locate: Use appropriate search terms; locate specific 
websites; locate relevant information across multiple websites 

!   Evaluate: Judge the validity of each author’s claims; consider 
author’s level of expertise; consider  author’s role in 
organization; compare claims from several perspectives 

!   Synthesize: Organize key findings as claims and provide 
reasonable evidence to support claims 

!   Communicate: Compose an appropriate email message to the 
President of the school board with relevant content and 
appropriate tone 

!   Dispositions: Confidence; perseverance; healthy skepticism; 
belief in more than “one factual answer”  

Thinking across communities 

!  Key phrases in your community – Do they work 
across communities?  

!  What are some similarities and differences between 
“information literacy” from a library media 
perspective and “new literacies” from a reading 
perspective?  
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Reading/Talking to Generate Important 
Questions and Identify Important 
Problems to Be Solved 

Reading efficiently in search engine results!
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Challenge: Evaluating Relevancy 
Reading search engine results!

Question/Answer! How do you know?! Why is it important to 
know?!

Which site features 
information about 

heiroglyphics?  
Site 1!

I read it in the description 
after the link.!

The description after the 
link gives clues to what 
the site contains - itʼs 

faster.!
Who sponsors !

Site 4?!
California school!

The URL tells me with 
http://…k12.ca.us !

CONTEXT CLUES!!

Knowing who sponsors 
the site might give clues 
about the authorʼs lens/

stance!
Whatʼs the biggest 

disadvantage to visiting 
only these 6 websites?!
Nothing from experts 

(Egyptologists) !

Mostly .edu or .com !
and !

no primary sources!

Primary sources and 
experts useful for 
validating/refuting!

otherʼs claims !
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Reading efficiently in multilayered websites 

How about navigating a multilayered  
website with an embedded virtual tour? 
Previewing what’s relevant from the lens of an  
historian? An archeologist? A geographer?     

Reading Closely to Critically Evaluate Information 

Verifying or refuting the author’s claims 
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Investigating an  
author’s credentials - 
Who created this  
information and how  
does the author shape it?  

How does the author shape the information? 
How do others feel about these issues?  

How does the author shape the information? 
How do others feel about these issues?  

Humane 
Society	



Dog 
Musher	



Reading to Organize Multiple Perspectives  
and Creatively Synthesize Information 

How do different authors portray the Japanese 
Internment Camp Experience ���

to readers?   	



An Information Challenge For You:  
How do different authors portray the Japanese Internment 
Camp experience to readers?    
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How do different authors portray the Japanese 
Internment Camp Experience to readers?    

Reader’s Theatre to Build 	


Decoding and Fluency	



Podcasting to Practice 	


Comprehension, Collaboration &  	



and Oral Presentation Skills 	



Reading, writing & producing to communicate 
possible solutions!

Reading, writing & producing to communicate 
possible solutions!

Underlying principles of new literacies 
!  The Internet is this generation’s defining technology 

for information, communication, and especially for 
learning.  

!  New literacies are multiple and change rapidly & 
often.  

!  Critical literacies, new forms of strategic knowledge, 
and efficiency are central to the new literacies.  

!  Learning is often socially constructed within new 
literacies.  

!  Sometimes, students are more literate than teachers 
are – about some aspect of new literacies.  

!  Teachers become more important, though their role 
changes, within new literacy classrooms.  

In Summary:  

Big 6: Access, ethics, and evaluation 

Online Reading: Constant change, 
reading comprehension, collaboration, 
and global communication  

Think, Pair, Share:  

How might you capture and track 
progress in these skills, abilities,  
and/or dispositions over time?  
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AUTHENTIC ONLINE SPACES	


Searching…	

 Reading and Navigating Websites…	



Integrating with ���
notepads…	

 Communicating with email &���

                                          wikis…	



All within a Facebook-like social networking space…	



Chat 	


features…	



26 

The ORCA Project (2009-2014 - USDE) 
www.orca.uconn.edu 
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Reading to Locate	


Information Online	
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Reading to Locate	


Information Online	



Reading to Synthesize	


Information Online	
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Reading to Evaluate	


Information Online	
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Reading and Writing to Communicate	


Information Online	



31 32 

Corresponding  
Multiple Choice Version 

Curriculum-Based Online Inquiry 
Tasks in Elementary School 



Julie Coiro, 9/11/06	

 New Literacies of the Internet	



7	



Think, Pair, Share:  

How might you teach these skills, 
abilities, and/or dispositions?  

!   Asking Questions 
!   What would I like to know  

more about? 
!   Locating 

!   Where do I read first?  
!   Evaluating 

!   Which link is most useful?  
!   How do I know it’s true?  
!   What is the author’s purpose?  

!   Synthesizing and Communicating 
!   How do I come up with an  

original idea?  
!   How do I share it with others? 

!   Exploring the power of the  
   Internet and inquiry (scaffold, 
   inspire, link, and expand) 

!   Previewing websites 

!   Evaluating search results 
!   Evaluating validity of information 
!   Evaluating perspective/stance 

!   Sorting, organizing, and  
   synthesizing 
!   Publishing with a range of tools  
   and for a range of audiences 

What are the challenges…	

 What can I teach… 
(and then measure) 	



Preparing Students to Read on the 
Internet 

http://mediaeducationlab.com/	
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What did we accomplish?  
!  Consider real-life experiences requiring proficient 

use of the Internet in our lives 
!  Compare “information literacies” with “new 

literacies” and the language across our communities 
!  Discuss implications for assessment and instruction 
!  How can we take advantage of our overlapping 

areas of expertise to build digital literacies among 
our learners?  

Timeout for Questions/Comments 
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