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CEN KEYNOTE SPEAKERS MAY 2015
MAaKING CONNECTIONS THAT MATTER CONFERENCE

ANNOUNCEMENT

Matt Watts of NetApp and Dr. Jeff Borden of Saint Leo University will deliver the
keynote speeches at CEN's Annual Conference, Making the Connections that
Matter, to be held on May 15, 2015, at the Convention Center in Hartford, CT.

The morning plenary session will be opened by Matt Watts, Director of
Technology and Strategy, from NetApp, a leading data management and storage
company and ranked #3 as best place to work in the world.
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Matt will travel to Hartford from the United Kingdom to share his insights on the
evolution of IT in our daily lives with focus on the impact this is having on our
children in schools and our future world of work. In his role at NetApp, Matt
provides guidance on Strategy and Technology to NetApp's Customer and
Partner Community and has more than 20 years of IT experience.

Dr Jeff Borden, Chief Innovation Officer, Saint Leo University, Florida, will
present the afternoon plenary session, sharing his vision of the future of
education, Education 3.0, and drawing on his expertise in neuroscience,
cognitive (learning) psychology, and education technology. He previously
worked as Vice President of Instruction and Academic Strategy at Pearson. Jeff
is a professional speaker who has spoke at conferences on education,
elLearning, technology, communication and effective teaching.

Will you be there? Register now and take advantage of our early bird price of
$50, available until Feb 3, 2015. We look forward to seeing you in May!

100 Gig Connection for UConn

0

The Connecticut Education Network (CEN), in cooperation with the University of
Connecticut and with backing from the State of Connecticut, is now providing
100 Gig fiber connections, via the Internet2 Backbone to UConn researchers.

This Internet2 link capability benefits UConn's research community by facilitating
high-performance data intensive research collaboration and exchange among
peers at both national and international institutions.

CEN's Internet2 link enables UConn researchers to immediately access the
following:
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*Computer Science& Engineering (CSE) Department to perform wide area
network performance research.

*Geography Department to continuously access high-resolution satellite images
stored at external servers.

*Molecular & Cell Biology (MCB) Department to transfer huge genome sequence
reads produced by next-generation sequencers and the processed outputs within
campus and with external sites.

*Physics Department to participate in the Open Science Grid, a global
community of scientists, researchers and experts in high throughput computing,
and regularly transfer terabytes of jobs to and from the grid within a day.
*Statistics Department to conduct research on high dimensional statistical
modeling and inference using large data sets produced by health and biomedical
studies.

*UConn Health to conduct research on quantitative cell biology and simulation as
well as computational genomics that require terabytes of data transfer on a daily
basis.

These projects are part of a wider research agenda at UConn focusing on Big
Data and Complex Systems. Vice President for Research at UConn, Jeff
Seemann, explains the importance of engaging with cutting edge technology, "A
robust network expands the boundaries of science that researchers can explore.
It forms the foundation for enhanced collaboration among research institutions
and advanced utilization of consolidated high-tech resources and services within
the state. Especially as high-performance integration of compute and big data
become critical to emerging initiatives in the biosciences, improvements to the
network enable the scientific breakthroughs that are of strategic importance to
the economy of Connecticut."

Spotlight Member:
Town of Suffield

Prior to joining CEN and the Nutmeg Network,
the Town of Suffield was using a Tl line for
internet access provided by a major carrier.
The data rate for a Tl line was 1.544 Mbps, very
slow in today's fast paced data driven world.The
cost of this data line was also very expensive.
As with all towns, budget items with especially
high operating costs receive extreme scrutiny.
Every budget year would produce the same
question. How do we reduce costs and
increase efficiencies?

Information Technologies Directors have an ever present responsibility to be
good stewards of Municipal finances and at the same time provide the best
possible services for not only the employees but ultimately for the Town's people
whom we serve. At the end of every budget cycle, the feeling of exasperation to
find a solution seemed to be impossible until the arrival of the Nutmeg Network.
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CEN and the Nutmeg Network, with its high speed fiber optic backbone
connections, have made the old age question of reducing cost and increasing
efficiencies a reality. The increased speed has opened new opportunities for
online training videos, web conferences and easier transfer of data. This has
allowed the restrictions of such high bandwidth intensive application to be slightly
lifted. This benefits the user community by providing current, reliable and
accurate information to residents who rely on Municipalities for important
information.

Being a member of CEN and the Nutmeg Network has opened a vast amount of
opportunities that would otherwise have been closed to Municipalities. A reality
to collaborate with other Municipalities in sharing Disaster Recovery sites and on
future projects is becoming possible due to this collaboration. There are more
opportunities on the horizon yet to be discovered by its availability, and all of this
would not be possible if it were not for the Nutmeg Network.

- Daniel Beaudoin, Director of Information Technologies, Town of Suffield

Is your organization interested in being a spotlight member? We would like to
hear from YOU about something exciting your school, town, library or
organization is doing that leverages technology. Tell us about how you are using
CEN, contributing to an accomplishment you have recently achieved or how you
are integrating technology in an educational setting. Please

contact brynn.deprey@uconn.edu with your story.

CEN in the News

Stamford Advocate highlighted CEN's work with libraries, specifically Ferguson
Library on December 11, 2014. Read more here.

The Hartford Courant on December 30, 2014, highlights CEN (Nutmeg Network)
work with municipalities and our ISP provision enabling video streaming.

iboss Update: Your new Web Filter

ibuss

SECURITY

All CEN members have now been cutover to iboss. If you need help adjusting
your filter settings, please contact us (servicedesk@cteducation.net).

Network Support Information: Recent Updates
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UConn Center for Health, Intervention and Prevention is a new member
connected to our 10GB backbone.

Library Upgrades

David Hunt Library, Canaan, from slow Frame Relay connection to 1GB
New Britain Library, New Britain, upgraded from DSL to high speed fiber

New Town Members

Avon
Barkhamsted
Berlin

Bethel

Bristol
Cheshire
East Hartford
Farmington
Glastonbury
Guilford
Hebron
Killingly
Manchester
Mansfield
Milford
Montville
New Fairfield
Newington
Plainville
Plymouth
Portland

New Britain
North Branford
Stafford
Suffield
Waterbury
West Hartford
Westport
Windsor Locks
Woodbury

IPv6 addressing and routing enabled
Town of Hebron

Town of Killingly and Berlin Peck Library
Town of Windsor Locks

Linking CEN technical skills with your classrooms

CEN has previously run informational sessions focused on technical skills
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involving networking technologies and software. Let us know if you are
interested in learning more about how our knowledgeable engineering
practioners could offer an outreach class for your university or school
(brynn.deprey@uconn.edu).

Municipality Project: 2015 Update

Forty-three Connecticut towns have submitted a Year 2 Notice of Intent (NOI) to
the Office of Policy and Management, indicating a desire to receive grant funding
to facilitate high speed fiber optic internet connections from town halls to the
CEN Network. This submission was the first step in applying for funding in this
final year of the Municipal Connection grant program.

These towns will have received a quote from CEN by email for connection cost
options. Be sure to indicate your preference for which quote you intend to pursue
and submit this quote to OPM by February 15, 2015 by email
(sandra.huber@ct.gov).

Finally, towns will need to submit an authorized Resolution of Endorsement
(ROE) by March 31, 2015 (signed hardcopy returned to OPM by mail)
completing the application process.

For year one grant recipients, a reminder that you have until March 15,
2015 to finish your fiber build and connect to the network or formally ask
for an extension.

For more information on this project, please contact wendy.rego@uconn.edu or
call her at (860) 622-4571.

Upcoming Events

Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Certification Course
January 26, 2015, Hartford, CT, Capital Region Education Council Register

Presidential Primary Sources Project- free online videoconferencing Program
series for students focusing on Human and Civil Rights
Various dates January- March, 2015, online with Internet2. Register

ITIL v3 Foundation
February 2-6, 2015, Online with Merit Network Register

Schoology: Beyond Basics (non-classroom use)
February 10, 2015, Hartford CT, with Capital Region Education Council Register

Cloud Essentials
February 17-18, 2015, Online with Merit Network Register
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Transformative Leadership- What Does the Educational Leader Need to
Know?
March 10, 2015, Hartford CT, with Capital Region Education Council Register

Web Application Development with Groovy and Grails
March 23-27, 2015, Ann Arbor, Ml with Merit Network Register

124th Annual Conference of Connecticut Library Association (CEN
Attending)
April 27, 2015, Groton, CT with the Connecticut Library Association. Register

CEN Annual Member Conference, Making the Connections that Matter
May 15, Hartford Convention Center, Hartford, CT with CEN
Early Bird Registration until February 3, 2015, only $50. Register

Don't see it here? Email your events (brynn.deprey@uconn.edu) that would be
of interest to CEN members, educators, municipalities, libraries, local businesses
and state agencies. Next newsletter circulated in May 2015.

STAY CONNECTED
www.cen.ct.gov
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