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Recording and Editing Material

If your work involves recording, editing, duplicating, broadcasting or performing, remember that
individuals have three important rights you must account for:

¢ Right of Privacy

e Right of Publicity

e Copyright Ownership of Recorded Material

Privacy and Publicity
e State laws protect an individual's right to be left alone and to control the recording or use of
their name and likeness when used for commercial purposes.
e Legitimate news is an exception unless the use exceeds the exception. Libel and slander
may still apply.
e In most cases, if a person is recognizable in a scene, you must get their permission or risk
violating their personal right of privacy and publicity.

Rights Under Copyright
An author has six exclusive rights under federal law.

1. To reproduce the copyrighted work in copies on paper, computer disks, CDs, tapes and

other media.

To prepare derivative works based upon the copyrighted work.

To distribute copies of phonorecords of the copyrighted work to the general public by sale or

other transfer of ownership.

4. To perform a copyrighted work publicly, such as musical, dramatic or choreographed works
or audiovisual works.

5. To display the copyrighted work publicly, ranging from sculptural works to the individual
images of a motion picture or audiovisual work (broadcast, kiosk).

6. With sound recordings, to perform the work publicly by digital audio transmission.

2.
3.

These rights are the foundation of copyright law and any or all of the six can be bought, sold or
infringed individually or as a package. Entire industries, such as music licensing groups (ASCAP,
8M 1) and anti-pirating technology companies, exist solely to protect and enforce one or more of
these rights.

How to Obtain These Rights
¢ Release and Consent Forms
Model Releases
Celebrity Releases
Licenses, Assignments of Rights
Independent Contractor and Consultant Agreements
Merchandising Licenses



