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 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL

Historic Preservation Council
April 2, 2014
Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor
Hartford, CT

DRAFT MINUTES

PRESENT:	Chairman Nelson, Ms. Kane, Dr. Faber, Mr. Faude, Ms. Gilvarg, Dr. Harris, Dr. Woodward

STAFF:	Daniel Forrest, Julie Carmelich, Mary Dunne, , Catherine Labadia, Stacey Vairo

ABSENT:	Ms. Cutler, Ms. Maher, Dr. Grant-Costa


1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nelson at 10:03 a. m.   The Chair noted that Agenda Item 18 – New Business – the discussion of agency goals will be postponed to the next meeting in May.


2.  REVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES

Ms. Gilvarg read aloud the public comment procedures.


3.  CODE OF CONDUCT/CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Mr. Faude read the code of conduct and ethics statement.  The following conflict of interest was reported:

			Todd Levine		Re: 6 A and B, CT Agricultural Heritage
Nick Bellantoni	Re: 9F2: Noted he sits on the Board of the Institute for  American Indian Studies, Inc
. 


4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion by Chair Nelson was made to table the review of the March minutes to the May meeting since they require additional revisions. Seconded by Mr. Faude. 

 (Y-6; N-0; Abstained: Chair)

5.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES 




6.  NOMINATIONS TO THE STATE REGISTER

A.  	CT Agricultural Heritage (10 Sites)

Motion by Dr. Woodward, seconded by Dr. Harris.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage
Multiple Property Documentation Form, 10 Sites (as shown below), on the State Register
of Historic Places.

1. Gustav Bansemer Farmstead, 589 Forbes Street, East Hartford
2. Carlson Farmstead, 170 Kent Road South (US Route 7), Kent
3. Joseph and Agnes Ramutan Farmstead, 390 Kent-Cornwall Road (US Route 7), Kent
4. Warner-Freund Farmstead, 324 Canaan Norfolk Road (US Route 44), North Canaan
5. Andrew-Ewen Farmstead, 615 Lambert Road, Orange
6. Treat Farm, 361 Old Tavern Road, Orange
7. Benjamin Churchill Farmstead/Whippoorwill Farm, 189 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury
8. The Norton Hill Farm, 338 Wells Hill Road, Salisbury
9. The Jacob Lang Farmstead/Northwest Park, 135 Lang Road, Windsor
10. Shelansky-Thrall Farm/Thrall Preserve, 490 Old Day Hill Road, Windsor

Ms. Vairo noted that there are only two more months left for the barns. 

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

B. 	CT Agricultural Heritage (10 Sites)

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Dr. Bellantoni. 

	The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage
Multiple Property Documentation Form, 10 Sites (as shown below), on the State Register
of Historic Places.

1. Jairus Thompson and Evelina Root Farmstead, 184 East Chippens Hill Road,
Burlington
2. Hogan's Cider Mill, 522 Spielman Highway, Burlington
3. Raymond Shinkiewicz Farmstead, 168 Butts Bridge Road, Canterbury
4. Moulton Farmstead Barn, 55 Moulton Road, Mansfield
5. Old Parsonage-Parker Homestead, 53 Old Turnpike Road, Mansfield
6. Mason-Knowlton Place Farmstead, 185 Old Turnpike Road, Mansfield
7. Hanks- Johnson Farmstead, 435 Storrs Road, Mansfield
8. Atwood Farm, 624 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield
9. Tomlinson Farmstead, 181 Meadow Street, Shelton
10. Wisner and Dorothy Wilson Farmstead/Shelton History Center. 70 Ripton Road,
Shelton

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

C. 	Van Vleck Farm, Woodbury

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Ms. Kane. 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Van Vleck Farm, 596-644 Flanders
Road and the parcel bounded by Flanders, Church Hill and Cowles Roads, Woodbury,
Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places.

Mr. Faude suggested that Natalie Van Vleck’s full name should be reflected in the nomination since she was such a significant figure in the history of the property. Ron Giroux, Board member of the Flanders Nature Center Board, noted that the place is commonly known as the Natalie Van Vleck Sanctuary.  Mr. Faude agreed that Ms. Van Vleck was sufficiently recognized and the title did not need to be changed. Mr. Giroux spoke in favor of the nomination that he and fellow board members, Peter North and Anne Westerman helped to write. He noted that Ms. Van Vleck was the first woman Cubist painter in America, and her studio is on the property.

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

D. 	East Woodstock Congregational Church, Woodstock

Motion by Ms. Kane, seconded by Dr. Woodward. 

 The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the East Woodstock Congregational Church, 220 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, Connecticut, Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places.

Myron Stachiw, the author of the nomination, spoke in favor of the nomination. Dr. Woodward asked if anyone knew why so many Churches were constructed during this period when seemingly there was little money to be had for construction due to State defunding. Mr. Stachiw noted that this collection of buildings carries with it a very strong village identity. 

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

E. 	A. M. E. Zion Church, Bridgeport

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Ms. Kane. 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the A.M.E. Zion Church, 427 Broad Street and 12 Gregory Street, Bridgeport Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places. 

Ms. Vairo noted that this building is part of what was known as Little Liberia and is near the Freeman Houses which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Dr. Harris asked why “Walters” was removed from the name.  Ms. Vairo noted that they asked to be called Walters as the common name. Dr. Bellantoni noted that the area would make a very strong district and wondered why it was never proposed. 

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)


F. 	UPSON NUT COMPANY, FARMINGTON (UNIONVILLE)

Motion by Ms. Gilvarg, seconded by Mr. Faude. 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Upson Nut Company, 29 Mill Street, Farmington (Unionville), Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places. 

Brian Lyman, managing member of the building spoke on behalf of the nomination and explained plans for future use at the request of Mr. Faude. The building will be used to house shops and galleries. 

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

7. 	HISTORIC DISTRICTS/PROPERTIES

8. 	PROGRAMS  REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT

9.  	STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS

F.	Partners in Preservation Grant – Mary Dunne

9.F.1	Friends of Sherwood Island State Park

Motion by Dr. Bellantoni, seconded by Dr. Faber.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a Partners in Preservation Grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:  		Friends of Sherwood Island State Park
	Project:  		Interpretive panels for archaeological history walking tour
	Grant Amount:  	$6,625.00

(Y-6; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

Nick Bellantoni leaves the room at 10:30 am.

9.F.2	The Institute for American Indian Studies

Motion by Ms. Kane, seconded by Dr. Faber.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a Partners in Preservation Grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:  		The Institute for American Indian Studies
Project:  	Web site to educate visitors about the state’s cultural resources with an emphasis on archaeology
	Grant Amount:  	$7,650.00

Dr. Woodward asked if the graphic treatment was a sample of the web site and made suggestion that more interactive web sites are more effective for children. He also asked if the web site is aligned with the State’s newly developed curriculum standards. 

(Y-5; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

10. THREATENED PROPERTIES UPDATE – Dan Forrest and Julie Carmelich

Dan Forrest reported that a new potential case has come to the SHPO’s attention in Bristol.  The Congregational Church is planning demolition of a National Register listed building on their property.  SHPO will follow up with a letter and continue communication with the CT Trust and the owners as to plans and timetable for work.   

The William Mason House in the town of Thompson was featured in a New York Times article on April 1st.  Helen Higgins was interviewed to discuss this case as was the owner, Mario Buatta. Mr. Buatta described his plans for the house when he purchased it and the many challenges he has faced regarding his rehabilitation plans.  Mr. Buatta indicated in the article that he did not receive the letter sent by the State Historic Preservation Office in January. Not noted in the article but identified by Mr. Forrest at the meeting was the fact that the letter was sent Certified Mail and the SHPO did receive a return receipt with signature (not Mr. Buatta’s).  

The SHPO will continue efforts to work with all parties to affect a viable solution. Depending on a number of variables and outcomes, Council may place consideration of the issue and referral of the matter to the Office of the Attorney General on an upcoming agenda. It was noted that Executive Committee of the Council can be convened on short notice to take action for formal referral if required. 

11. PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS


12. ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVES


13. REPORT ON MUSEUM PROPERTIES

Please see report submitted by Karen Petersen. She was called away for a meeting off site and was unable to attend today.


14. REPORT ON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE ACTIVITIES

Mr. Forrest brought up several important issues related to funding.  In the past statutory partners (such as the CT Trust) have received grants above the maximum amount in our traditional grant programs.  CT Treasures is requesting additional funding to complete additional programming segments. Concerns were raised about additional statutory partners being created. 

The Connecticut Trust is an important partner for a variety of reasons and perhaps a new grant program for larger sum grants is what’s needed. Chair Nelson asked that SHPO staff provide in the dropbox prior to the next meeting the following information:  

· A five year history of funding – income and expenditures
· Projected funding for FY15
· Quarterly dispersements 

The discussion of agency goals will focus on the following subjects: 

· Integration and alignment of OFA and SHPO practices – which has been and will continue to be reflected in the grant programs. 
· Industrial properties in Connecticut – particularly mill properties
· How to manage an exploding range of programs – making sure that the grants given are not too small to be ineffective and not too large to only benefit a few organizations. 

As for the museums – there was another break in at New Gate and this is an ongoing problem that needs to be addressed.  Suggestions were made to incorporate motion lights or video surveillance
 
Katherine Kane wanted to acknowledge the passing of fellow Council member Norma Williams.  Chair Nelson mentioned that Ms. Vairo is preparing a resolution to honor Ms. Williams’ life and service to this Council.  The resolution will be forwarded to the Council members so that they may add their own remembrances and sign it at the next Council Meeting. 


15. GENERAL DISCUSSION


16. LIAISON WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES


17. OLD BUSINESS


18. NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ONLY


19. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Faude, second by Dr. Faber. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:13 pm.

The next Historic Preservation Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 9:30 am, One Constitution Plaza, Hartford, CT.

Respectfully submitted by:

Stacey Vairo
State and National Register Coordinator
