
 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL 

 
Historic Preservation Council Executive Committee 

April 24, 2014 
One Constitution Plaza, Second Floor 

Hartford, CT 06103 
 

Via Teleconference 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Chair Nelson, Dr. Bellantoni, Ms. Kane 
 
STAFF: Daniel Forrest 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Nelson at 9:30 am.  
 
2.  CODE OF CONDUCT/CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
Chair Nelson asked Executive Committee members and staff to identify and real of perceived conflict of 
interest with Agenda items. No real or perceived conflicts of interest were reported.  
 
3.   REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Katherine Kane and seconded by Nicholas Bellantoni to approve the minutes from 
the August 28, 2013 meeting. 
 
4.   RESOLUTION HONORING NORMA E. WILLIAMS 
 
A motion was made by Nicholas Bellantoni and seconded by Katherine Kane: 
 
RESOLUTION HONORING NORMA ELEANOR WILLIAMS (1944-2014) 
 
WHEREAS, Norma Williams, landscape architect and historic preservationist, was a respected 
professional who contributed greatly to the subject of historic landscapes in this State; and 
 
WHEREAS, she grew up in South Windsor in a home that had been in her mother’s family since it was 
built in the mid-eighteenth century and was fascinated by the history of the house, barn, gardens and 
fields that surrounded the home as well as the stories about earlier times; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 1983 she left a management position at IBM to pursue her Master of Landscape 
Architecture at the University of Virginia; and  
 
WHEREAS, during her years as a licensed landscape architect she worked tirelessly and with enthusiasm 
to preserve and protect historical landscapes including Weir Farm National Historic Site, Greenwood 
Gardens, in Short Hills, New Jersey and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s House in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Williams was a member of the American Society of Landscape Architects and served 
as Connecticut Chapter President for two terms as well as an editorial board member; and  
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WHEREAS, Ms. Williams was a founding member of the Connecticut Olmsted Heritage Alliance and 
served as the first President of that organization; and  
 
WHEREAS, her impressive work at Weir Farm National Historic Site, as well as her work as First 
District Officer for Connecticut in the Historic American Landscape Survey added significantly to the 
body of knowledge associated with the state’s historic landscapes: and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Williams then was appointed by Governor Dannel P. Malloy to the Historic 
Preservation Council in 2012;  
 
AND WHEREAS, Ms. Williams’ dedication, integrity, generosity and scholarship made her a leader in 
both the landscape architecture and historic preservation communities until her untimely death on March 
19, 2014;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it   
     
RESOLVED, that the Executive Committee acting on behalf of the Connecticut Historic Preservation 
Council, this 24th day of April, 2014, go on record as honoring Ms. Williams for her exceptional service 
to the State of Connecticut, its cultural resources, historic sites, historic designed landscapes, historic 
vernacular landscapes, ethnographic landscapes and citizens; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the order of our minutes. 
 
Sara O. Nelson, Chair 
 
Nicholas Bellantoni, Charlene P. Cutler, Margaret M. Faber, Wilson H. Faude, Karyn M. Gilvarg, 

Paul J. Grant-Costa, Katherine D. Kane, Katherine J. Harris, Kathleen Maher, Walter W. Woodward 
 
Dan Forrest offered to place a copy of the resolution on the DECD-SHPO web site under “News and 
Announcements” and the SHPO Facebook page. An additional copy will be placed on the DECD-SHPO 
web site under the Council’s section. 
 
Nick Bellantoni suggested that a copy of the resolution be sent to Wier Farm and ASLA-CT by SHPO.  
 
On behalf of Council Sara Nelson will send the original copy to Norma’s husband. Sara will send a copy 
of the resolution to the University of Virginia School of Architecture. 
 
 (Y-3; N-0) 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Katherine Kane and seconded by Dr. Bellantoni. The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:45 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Sara O. Nelson 
Chair, Historic Preservation Council 
 


