
The 21ST annual Higher Order Thinking (HOT) Schools Summer Institute
will highlight the HOT Approach as a reliable keystone for employing
instructional practice that cultivates critical, creative and innovative
thinkers, inspires and motivates educators, and sparks the joy in 
teaching and learning. Join us July 14–18, 2014 at Wesleyan University,
Middletown, Connecticut. Our guest speakers will include...

AMY LEITDKE teaches people about design, communication, empathy, creativity and collaboration,
skills that help propel twenty-first century innovation. Amy is a faculty member in the Department 
of Industrial Design at Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) and is the author of RISD Design 
Connections: Curriculum Tools for Design Education. Amy is also a faculty member at SmART Schools,

which provide K-12 educators with professional development opportunities.

CLINT SMITH teaches English at Parkdale High School in MD. In 2013, Clint was named the 
Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher of the Year by the Maryland Humanities Council. He is profiled in 
the book American Teacher: Heroes in the Classroom as one of the top 50 educators in the nation. 
Clint is an Individual World Poetry Slam finalist and a member of Washington DC’s National Slam 

Poetry team. He begins work on his Ph.D. in Education at Harvard University this fall.

GINA BARRECA author of It's Not That I'm Bitter: How I Learned to Stop Worrying About Visible Panty
Lines and Conquered the World has appeared on 20/20, CNN, the BBC, NPR and Oprah to discuss
gender, power, politics, and humor. Her columns from The Hartford Courant are nationally distributed.
She's a Professor of English and Feminist Theory at the University of Connecticut. Gina can be found

in the Library of Congress or in the make-up aisle of Walgreens.

SARA HOLBROOK & MICHAEL SALINGER have co-authored three books including Outspoken!
How to Improve Writing and Speaking Skills through Poetry Performance. Sara refers to her own poems
as ‘Kid Poems for the not-so-bad’ because she writes for kids that are like her—maybe a little ornery
but really not-so-bad. Michael’s poetry has appeared in dozens of literary journals including Poetry

Magazine, Sapphire Magazine, Taproot, the Detroit Metro Times and the Cleveland Free Times.

SUSAN ENGEL is the co-founder of an experimental school in New York State, where she oversaw all
aspects of educational practice for 14 years. In 2007/8 she published a series of columns in The New
York Times describing how teachers solve problems. She is Senior Lecturer in Psychology at Williams
College. Her research has focused on the emergence of narratives, children’s autobiographical memory,

imaginative processes in childhood, and the development of curiosity.

...also featuring Jazz for Young People at Lincoln Center Ensemble, Ari Sussman, Patty
Bode, Michael Moschen, Scott Shuler, The Joe Levano Trio with Judi Silvano and more!
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